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GRACE n 1 


| To the CHIEF 
8 INN E R SY 


is A Faith! ful Acbeudr of the LIFE 
and DEATH of „ 


0 HN BUNTAN. 
OR. nn 


A Brief Relation of the Execeeding ig 
Merey of GOD in CnRIST to Him, 


Namen, my 
In his taking him out of the Dunghil, and 10 ? 


Converting of him to the Faith 0 his El i 


Bleſſed Son JESUS CHRIS 
Here is alſo Fe i fit; * 


y WW hat Sigi of, and what Trouble he had, 
for Sin ; and alſo, what various Temps A 
tions be hath met with ; and how (30D w 
hath carrie! him through them all. c 


a 


Corrected and much En. arg 4 by the Author, for the by 
be actit of the Tempted and Dejected Carittian. | x 


r 


15 
Ti. ie Tenth Fdition, with his Caanact TH d | 


Come and Hes ear alt ve that fear 0 ada and 2 wall de x 
clare what he Bath done for v Soul, Pt, bony) 16 


0 LON DON: Printe“ for V. Jeb at whe 
8  Gelden-Ball, in Ludgate-Street, 17 Ef | 


r 
2 1 
9 


ID 


— — — 
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Jou-ward, for your farther Ediſying 1 ö 


mon, ſo now from the Lion's Den, and 
from the Mountain of the Leopards, | 
(Song iv. 8.) do Took yet after you all, 


1 | to THE defired Hayen. 


15 77 you ; and rejoice, even while I flick he- 


io” PREFACE. 


Or, Brief Account of the rele | 
this Work. Written by the Author 
thereof, and Dedicated to thoſewhom | 
GOD bath counted him worthy to 
beget to Faith, by his Miniſtry in 
__ the Word. © fl 
Hildren, Grace be with von. e g 

I being taken from you in Preſence, i 

and ſo tied up that 1 cannot perform * [ 
Duty, that from Go p doth lye upon me to 


Building up in Faith and Holineſs, &&. | 


yer that you may ſee my Soul hath Fatherly 


Care and Deſire after your Spiritual and | 


befors, from the Top of Shemir and Her- 


; 
Everlaſting Welfare, T now once again, as | | 


greatly longiug to ſee your ſafe Arrival i in- 
T thank Go p upon every sep 


tween the Teeth of the Lions in the Wil- 
derneſs, that the Grace, and Mercy, aui 
Knowledge of Cur i8T our Saviour, which 
God hath befiowed upon you, with Abun=F| 
Aae of Faith and 1 ; Jour Eungrings 1 

A 3 ana 
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' PREFACE 


| aud Thirftings after fart bor Acquaintancs 
with the Father, in the Son; your Ten- 
i derneſs of Heart, your trembling at Sin, 
| our ſober and holy Deportment alſo, before | 
both G op and Men, is a great Refreſb- 
nent to me ; for you arc my. Oy and 
Joy, 1 Theff. ii. 20. 
¶ have ſent you here inclfed, a Drop of _ 
chat Hon that I have taken out of the 
4 Carcaſs A Lion, FJudg. xiv. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
I have eaten thereof 27% and am much 
refreſbed thereby. (Temptations, when we 
| mee} them at firſt, are as the Lion. that 5 
roared upon Sampſon; but i we overcome 
them, the next Time we ſee them, e ſpall 
nd a Neft of Honey within them.) The | 
} Philiſtines auderſtood me not. It is ſomes 
El thing of a Relation of the Work of Gon ap- 
on my Foul, even from the very firſt, mill. 
not, wherein you may perceive my Caſtings= 
down, and Riſing zupg ſor be woundeth, 
and his Hands make whole. It is written _ 
in the Scripture, Iſa. xxxviii. 19. The 
Father to the Children ſhall make knoẽn 
0 the Truth of God. a, it was for this 
0 Ke, 1% fo long at Sinai, Lev. iv. 10, 
11. to ſee thc Fire, aud the Cloud, and the _ 
| Darke, that 1 might fear the Lord all 
the ae of my Lite upon Earth, 4 
i 


dren, PV Ixxviii. 3, 4, 5- 
oe Funes of the Children of Iracl, from 
8 manded alſo, That they aid remember their 
'Thou ſhalt remember all the Ways 
theſe Forty Years in the Wilderneſs, . |} 


to know what was in thine Heart, whe- 


will, others may be put in Remembrance f | 


calling x0 Mind the very Beginnings of | 


| be much obſerved to the Lord, for bring- ; 


be P R E F A GC E. 
tell of his wondrous W orks to my Chi- 


Moſes, Numb. xxxili. 1, 2. writ of FY 05 1 
gypt to the Land of Canaan; and com- 
Forty Tears Travel in the Wilderneſs, h 
which the Lord thy God leads hee ö | 


to humble thee, and to prove thee, and 1 


ther thou wouldft keep his Command- 28 
ments, or no, Deut. vill. 2, 3. Wherefore | 
this T have endeavoured to do; and not | 
only fo, but to publiſh it alſo, that, if Gop || 


what he hath done for their Souls, by read- 
ing his Work upon me. 

It is profitable for Chriſtians to be 5 
Grace with their Souls. It 18 a Night to 


ing them out of the Land of Fey pt. This If 
is that Night of the Lord to be N FJ] 


ol all the Children of Iſraelj in their Ge- 1 
neration, Exod. xii. 43. My God, ſaitb 
David, P/. xlii. 6. my Soul i is caſt down 


within me 3 but I will remember thee Þ | 
of pe. from ö 


- be PREFACE. 


|| from the Land of Jordan, and of the 


| 
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= Hermonites, from the Hill Mizar. He 


remembred alſo the Lion and the Bear, 
when be went to fight with the Giant of 


Gath, 1 Sam. xvii. 36, 37. 


I was Paul's accuflomed Manner, Acts 
xxii. and that, when tried for bis Life, A cts 


XXIV. eben to open before his Fudges the 
Manner oſ bis Converſiun He would think 
„ that Day, and that Hour, in which be 
| firſt did meet with Grace; for he found it 
| ſupportd him When Gop had brought the 


Children of Iſrael cut of the Red Sea, far 
into the Wilderneſs, yet they muſt turn quits 
about thitber again, to remember the drown - 
ing of their Enemies there, Num. xiv. 25. 


or tho they ſung his Praiſe before, get they 
Gow forgot his Works, Pſal. cxvi. 1 „ 


In this Diſcourſe of mine, you may ſee 
much; much I ſay, of the Grace of Go 
zowards me: I thank Gop, I can count it 
mucb, for it was above my Sins and Satan's 
| Temptations too. T can remember my Fears 
aud Doubts, and ſad Moths, with Com- 
|! fort; tbey are as the Head of Goliah in my 
Hand There was nothing to David like 
| Goliah's' Sword, even that Sword that 


|| ful have been ſbeat h A in bis Bowels ; 
A the very Foe” a" Remembrance of thai 
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The PREFACE; 


did Preach forth Go D' Deliverance to 
bim. Ob. the Remembrance of my great 
' Sins, of my great Temptations, and of my: 

great Fear of periſbing for ever / They eg 


afreſh into my Mind, the Remembrance of 


my great Help, my great. Supports from _ 


Heaven, and the great Grace that Gon 
extended to fuch a Wretch as J. 

My dear Children, call to Mind the 3 
mer Days, and Years of ancient Temes e 
Remember alſo your Songs in the Night, 
and commune with your own Hearts Pfal. 


lxxiii. 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Tea, 


look diligently, and leave no Corner therein 


_ wnſearch'd for that Treaſure hid, wen the 
Treaſure of your firſt and ſecond Experience | 


af the race of Go d towards g. Re- 


member, Iſay, the Word that firſt laid bald 


upon gen. Remember your Terrors nf Con- 


| ſcience, and Rear of. Death and Hell. Ne- 
member alſo. your Tears aud Prayers to 
Gow 3 e der you fied under ev 1 
Hedge of Mercy.. . Have you neuer an he 
Mizar to remember ? Have you forgot the 
. Cloſe, the Milk-houſe, the Stable, the Barn, 


and the like, where GD did Vi/s your 


Souls #\Remember alſo the Word, theWord, 
 #/ay, upon which vhe'Lox» bath cauſes 


** 10 e Lebe E 2 %. 


The PR E. F A 0 E. 
Light, if you are tempted to Blaſpheme, if 


you are drowned in Deſpair, if you think 
_ Gop fights againſt you, or if Heaven is 

bid from your Eyes; remember it was thus | 

with your. Father, but out of them all 


the Lord delivered me. 


I could have enlarg d much in this my © 
Diſcourſe, of my Temptations and Troubles 
for Sin; as alſo 4. the merciful Kindneſs 


and Working of Go p with my Soul: F 
could alſo have fiepp'd into a Stile much 
hig ber. thau this, in which I have here 
 diſtourſed, aud could have adorn'd all 
Things more than here I haue ſeem'd to do, 
_ but I dare not Gop did not play intempt- 
ing of. me; neither did I play, when Tſunk 


4s into a battemleſs Pit, don the Pangs 


of Hell caught hold upon me; ubere. 
fore I may not play iu relating of them, but 
be plain and fimpie, and lay down the 


Thing as it was + He that liketh it, let 
Dim receive it; and he that doth: vt, ht 3 
Fim produce a better. F , by 


My tear Childs, 59 


The Milk and R 18 2 this Wi h ApS | 
- derneſs. Gop be merciful to au, 'and | 
grant 1155 you be ot 10 N to 60 in fs . 
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6 R A © E Abounding 


TO THE | 
Curzr of S1NNERS: | 
| 5 
o R. 


A Brief Retarron of the Exceeding! 
Mercy of GOD in Cuxzrs 15 to. 
his poor Servant, John Bunyan, 


N this my Relation of the merciful Work⸗ 


ing of God upon my Soul, it will not be * 

| amiſs, if, in the firſt Place, I do, ith a 
few Words, give you an Hint of m 4 
pedigree, and Manner of bringing up 3”. © | 
that thereby the Goodnef, and Bounty of God I} 


towards me, may be the more advanced and ry 
magnified before the Sons of Men. 
2. For my Deſcent then, It was, as is well 
| known by many, of a low and inconfiderable* ' 
Generation; my Father's Houſe being of that 
Rank that is meaneſt, and moſt defpifed-of- all © , 
the Families in the Land. Vhersfore I have 
. mo Reres as * WO 'of noble Blood, 
| _ 


E 
or of any high born State, according to the 
Fleſh; though; all Things conſidered, I mag- 
niſy the heavenly Majefty, for that by this 
Door he brought me into the World, to par- 


take of the Grace and Life that is in Chriſt by . 
the Goſpel.  _ 

3. But notwithfianding the Meanneſs and 
Inconſiderableneſs of my Parents, it pleaſed 
God to put it into their Hearts, to put me to 


School, to learn me both to Read and Write; 


the which 1 allo attained, according to the 
Rate of other poor Mens Children; ; though, 
to my Shame, 1 confeſs I did ſoon loſe that T 


had learned, even almoſt utterly, and that long 


before the Lord did work his gracious Work 
of Converhon upon my Soul. 
4. As for my own natural Life, for the 


Time that I was without God in the World, 
it was indeed, according to the Courſe of this - 

World, and the Spirit that now Worketh in 

the Children of Difobedience, Eph, lbs: 25 . 


It was my Delig ht to be taken Captive by the 


Devil at his Wi, 2 Tim. ii, 26, 99 4 filled 


with all Uncighteouſneſs : The which did alſo 


ſo Rrongly work, and put forth itſelf, both in 
my Heart and Life, and that from a Child, 
that I had but few Equals (eſpecially conſider- 


ing my Years, which were tender, being but 


few) both for Curſing, Swearing, Lying, and 


Blaſphen ing the holy Name of Gd. 
5. Yea, 1o (ded and rooted. was I in theſe: 


| *. Things, that they became as A, ſecond : Nauite 
# to ne z the which, In alſo. Wn 


; 
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„ the Chief of Sinners. 13 
. neſs conſidered ſince, did fo offend the Lord, 
that even in my Childhood he did ſcare and af - 


frighten me with fearful Dreams, and did ter- 


rify me with fearful Viſions: For often, after 
1 had ſpent this and the other Day in Sin, 1 


have in my Bed been greatly afflicted, while 


afleep, with the Apprehenſions of Devils and 


wicked Spirits, who fti!l, as I then thought, 


laboured to draw me away with them, ot 
which I could never be rid. 

6. Alſo 1 ſhould, at theſe Years, be greatly 
afflicted and troubled with the Thoughts of 


the fearful Torments of Hell- fire; Rill fenr- 


ing that it would be my Lot to be found at 
_ laſt among thoſe Devils and helliſn Fiends, 

who are there bound down with the Chains 

and Bonds of Darkneſs, unto the Judzatent of 


the Great Da 


3 These Things, I hip; fk 1 wen n s;. 
Child, but Nine or Ten Years old, did fo di- 
ſtreſs my Soul, that then, in the midſt of my 
many Sports and Childiſh Vanities, amidſt my 
vain Companions, I was often much caſt down, 
and affliẽted in my Mind therewith, yet could 


I not let go my Sins : ea, I was alſo then fo 
overcome Jahre 


. 4 at * 185 * 
1 
. en . 
, * 


Deſpair of Life and Heaven, 
that 1 ſhould often wiſh, either that there had | 
been no Hell, or that I had been a Devils 
ſuppoſing they were only Tormentors; that it 
it muſt — be, that I wem hither, I might 
do rather a Fermer, vn bs . 


14 6 R At c E r 


8. A while after theſe terrible Dreams d i | 
leave me, which alſo I ſoon forgot; for my 
| Pleaſures did quickly cut off the Remembrance 
of them, as if they had never been: Where- 
fore with more Greedineſs, according to te 
Strength of Nature, I did fill let looſe the 
Reins of my Luft, and delighted in all Tranſ- 
greſtons age inſt the Law of God: So that un- 
til I came to che State of Marriage, I was the, |} 
very Ringleader of all the Youth that kept me 
Company, in all Manner of Vice and Wonen 1 
luneſs. B 
9. Yea, ſuch Prevalency he the Luſts and : | 
Frits of the Fleſh on this poor Soul of mine, 
that had not a Miracle of precious Grace pre- 
| vented, I had not only periſhed by. the Stroke 
| of Eterval Juſtice, but had alſo laid myſelf | 
open, even io the Stroke of thoſe Laws which, | 
bring ſome to Diſgrace and open Shame betore 15 
the Face of the World. ; | 
10. In theſe Days the Thoughts of e 
were very grievous to me; 1 could neither „ 
dure it myſelf, nor that any other ſhould: 80 K 
that when I haye ſeen ſome read in thoſe Books \ | 
N that concerned Chriſtian Piety, twould be as [| 
it were a Priſon to me. Then I ſaid unto God. 
t Depart from me, for I deſire not the Knowledge : : 
I of thy Ways, Job xxi. 14, 15. I was now void | _ |. 
| of all good Conſide ration, Heaven and Hell 
were both out of Sight and Mind; and as for | 
Saving and Damning, they were leaſt in m 
Thoughts. O Lord, thou knoweft my Life, . of q | 
IF my. wok were not hid fem tes. | 
1 11, But 


to the Chief 2 Sinners. 15 


11. But this I well remember, That tho! 1 


could myſelf fin with the greateſt Delight and 


Eaſe, and alſo take Pleaſure in the Vileneſs of 


my Companions; yet, even then, if J had at 
any Time ſeen wicked Things, by troſe wbo 


profeſſed Goodneſs, it would make my Spirit 


tremble. As once, above all the reſt, when 
I was in the Heighth of Vanity, yet hearing 


one to ſwear, that was reckoned for a religious 


Man, it had fo great a Stroke upon my Spiri: 's 
that it made my Heart ach, 


13. But God did not utterly leave me, but 
followed me ſtill, not with Cony: Ctions, but 
Judgments; yet ſuch as were mixed with 
Mercy. For once I fell into a Creek of the 


Zea, and hardly eſcaped Drowning. Another 


Time I fel} out of a Boat into Bedford River, 


but Mercy yet preſerved me alive: Beſides, 
another Time, being in the Field, with one of 
my Companions, it chanced thac an Adler paſ- 


ſed over the Highway, ſo I having a S ick in 


my Hand, ſtruck her over the Back 3 and hav- 


ing ſtunned her, I forced-open her Mouth with - 
my Stick, and pluck'd her Sting out with my 
Fingers; by which Act, had not God, been 
merciful unto me, I might, by 0 
neſs, have brought myſelf to my 

13. This alſo have 1 taken Notice of, with 


Thankſgiving 5 When I was a Soldier, I, with 


others, were drawn out to go to ſuch a Place 


to beſiege it 3 but when I was juſt ready to 20, 1 
one oſ the Company deſir d to go in my Room; 
9 which: een he took my. ö 
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16 GRACE AMoundim 
Place; and coming to the Siege, as he ſtood! 
Centinel, he was ſhot into the Head with a 


Muſcet-Bubhiet, and died. 95 


14. Here, as I ſaid, were Judgments and 
| Mercy, but neither of them did awaken my 
Soul to Righteouſneſs 3 wherefore I finned ftill, 
and grew more and more rebellious againſt 
God, and careleſs of my own Salvation. 


15. Preſently after this, I changed my Con- 


dition into a married State, and my Mercy Was, 


to light upon a Wife, whoſe Father was count- 
ed godly: This Woman and I, tho' we came 


together as poor as poor might be, (not having 
ſo much Houſhold-ſtuff as a Diſh or Spoon be- 
twixt us both) yet this ſne had for her Part, 
Tide Plain An s Path-way to Heaven, The 
Practice of Pluy, which her Father had left 
ber when he died. In theſe two Books I ſhould 
_ ſometimes read with her, wherein I alſo. found. 


me Things that were fomewhat pleaſing to. 


me; (but all this while I met with no Con- 


viction.) She alſo would be often telling of me 


What a godly Man her Father was, and how 


he would reprove and correct Vice, both in his 
Houſe, and among his Neighbours; what a 
ſtrict and holy Life he lived. in bis Days, doth. 


in Word and Deeds. 
16. Wherefore theſe Books, with the Rela- 


tion, tho? they did not reach my Heart, to a- 
' -waken it about my fad and fanful: State, yet 
they did beget 3 me ſome Deſires to re- 


form my vicious Life, and fall in very eagerly 


with the: Religion-0s _ wr es: 


ORG oi | a ; ek 5 . 1 1 4 


\ 
n 2 1 


foremoſt; and there ſhould very devoutly, 


both fay and ſing, as others did, yet retaining 
my wicked Life; but withal, I was fo over- 


kun wich the Spirit of Superſtition, that I ado- 


red, and that with great Devotion, even all 
Things (both the High-place, Prieſt, Clerk, 
Veſtment, Service, and what elfe) belonging 
to the Church ; counting all Things holy that 


were therein contained, and eſpecially, the 


Prieft and Clerk moſt happy, and without 
doubt, greatly bleſſed, b=cauſe they were the 
Servants, as I then thought, of God, and were 
Principal in the holy Temple, to do his Work 
therein. 5 . 


» 


17. This Conceit grew fo ſtrong in a little 
Time upon my Spirit, that had I but ſeen a 
Prieſt (tho' never fo ſordid and debauched in 
his Life) I ſhould find my Spirit fall under 
| Sa, 
I thought, for the Love Tdid bear unto them 
I ſuppoſing they were the Minifters of God) I 
1 could have laid down at their Feet, and have 


him, reverence him, and knit unto him; 


been. trampled upon by them, -their Name, 


their Garb, and Work did fo intoxicate and 


bewitch me. 
18. After I had been this for ſome conſide - 
table Time, another Thought came in my 


Mind; and that was, Whether we were of the 


Ifraelites, or no? For finding in the Scripture 


that they were once the peculiar People of God, 


I mat nerds be happy. Now again, 1 


— 


thought I, if were one of this Race, my Soul 


within 


f » 
gem moan ger Refers 2 . þ 22 
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found 
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within me a great Longing to be reſolved about Te 8 


this Queſtion, but could not tell how I fhould: 
At laſt I asked my Father of it; 


the Danger and Evil of Sin; I was kept from 


conſidering that Sin would damn me, what Re- _ 
ligion ſoever I followed, unleſs I was found in 
I never thought of him, nor 
Thus 
Man, while blind, doth wander, but wearieth 
himſelf with Vanity, for he knoweth not the 


Chriſt: Nay, 
Whether there was ſuch a One, or no. 


TY to the City of God, Eccleſ. x. 15. 
But one Pa 


and eſpecially that was the Day that. I did ſo- 


lace myſelf therewith) ke hea I fell in my 

Conſcience under his Sermon, thinking and |} 
| believing that he made that Sermon on purpoſe © | 

to ſhew me my Evil-doing, And at that Time 


J felt what Guilt was, tho never before, that 
I can remember; but then | was, for the pre- 


ſent greatly loaden therewith, and ſo went 
Home when the Sermon was ended, with a 


great Burthen upon my Spirit, 


21. This, for that Inſtant, did ben „ | 
Sinews of my beſt Delights, and did imbitteP® , 


my iormer r Pleaſures to me; but hold, it laſted 
. 


who told me, 
No, we were os” Wherefore then I fell in my 75 
Fpirit, as to the Hopes of that, and fo remain d- 
10. But all this while, I was not ſenſibſe of 


(amon ſt all the Sermons 
our Parſon made) his Sabjeck was, to treat of - | 
the Sabbath-Day, and of the Evil of breaking 
that, either with Labour, Sports, or otherwiſe: 
(Now I was, notwithſtanding my Religion, one 
that took much Delight! in all Manner of Vice, 


to the C Chief roof Meets 4 + 
net, for before I had well dined, the Trouble 
began to go off my Mind, and my Heart re- 
turned to its old Conte: But Oh ! how glad 
was I, that this Trouble was gone from me, 
and chat the Fire was put out, that I might ſin 

| Again without Countroul ! Wherefore, when 
I had ſatisfied Nature with my Food, I ſhook-_ 
the Sermon out of my Mind, and to my old 
Cuſtom. of Sports and Gaming I returned with 8 


| great Delight. 


* 38 is 99. RE. ad a 
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| greffions, Then 1 fell to _—_— on ous = | 


22. But the ſame Day, as I was in the midſt 
of a Game of Cat, and having ſtruck it one 
Blow from the Hole, juſt as I was about to 


ſtrike it the ſecond Time, a Voice did ſuddenly 
dart from Heaven into my Soul, which ſaid, 
- | * Wilt thou leave thy Sins and go to Heaven, or 
+ - | © haye thy Sins and go te Hell ?? At this I was 
put to an exceeding Maze; wherefore, leaving 


my Cat upon the Ground, I looked up to Hea- 


: ven, and was, as if Thad, with the Eyes of 


my Underſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus look- 


1 ing down upon me, as being very hotly dif. 
| pleaſed with me, and as if he did feverely 
I Fhreaten me with ſome grievous Puniſhment for 


theſe and other ungodly Practices. 
23. I had no ſooner thus conceived in my 


Mind, but ſuddenly this Concluſion was faſtned 


on my Spirit (for the former Hint did ſet m 
Ss again before my Face) that I had been a 
great and grievous Sinner, and that it was now. 


too late for me to look after Heaven; for Chriſt 


would not forgive me, nor pardon my Tranſ- 


—— ů — — I 


«nt eG —̃ — . ——— 


20 GRACE Abounding fe 
and while I was thinking of it, and fearing left F. 
it ſhould be ſo, I felt my Heart fink in Deſpair, 
'F  _ concluding it was too late; and therefore I & w 
reſolved in my Mind to go on in Sin: For, || at 
thought I, if the Caſe be thus, my State is ſure- | 
ly miſerable ; miſerable if I leave my Sins, and ne 
but miſerable if I follow them: I can but be th 
damned, and if I muſt be fo, I had as good be || ai 
damned for many Sins, as be damned for few. 5 
234. Thus I ſtood in the midſt of my Play, g 
before all that then were preſent; but yet I told c 
them nothing: But I ſay, having made this J di 
Concluſion, I returned deſperately to my Sport 
again; and I well remember, that preſently 
this kind of Neſpair did fo poſſeſs my Soul, that 
] was perſuaded, I could never attain to other 


iy Comfort, than what I ſhould get in Sin; for 
Heaven was gone already, fo that on that 1 
Wo. mutt not think: Wherefore I found within me 
| great Deſire to take my Fill of Sin, ſtill Rudy- | 


ing what Sin was yet to be committed, that I 
might taſte the Sweetneſs of it; and I made ag 
much Haſte as I could to fill my Belly with its 

Dalicates, left I ſhould die before I had my De- 
i tires; for that J feared greatly, In thei: Taings, 
i I proteſt before God, I lie not, neither do I 
frame this Sort of Speech; theſe were really, 
| Rrongly, and with all my Heart, my D frept 
T be good Lord, whoſe Mercy is unſearc able, 
forgive my Tranſgreſſions. e 
25. And I am very confident, that this Te ny- 
tation of the Devil is mate uſual among poor 
Creatures, than many are aware of, even wo | 
607d * overs f+- 
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tie Child again, that my Father might learn me 
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| ever-run- the Spirits with a Scurvy and feared 


Frame of Heart, and benumbing of Conſci- 
ence; which Frame he ſtilly and Mlily ſupplieth 
with ſuch Deſpair, that the“ not much Guilt 


attendeth Souls, yet they continually have a 
ſceret Concluſion within them, that there is 
no Hopes for them; for they have loved Sins, 


therefore after. them they will $09 Fer, ll, 2 5 


26. Now therefore I went on in Sin with 
great Greedineſs of Mind, ſtill grudging that L 
could not be ſatisfied with it as I would. This 
did continue with me about a Month, or 


more; but one Day, as I was ſtanding at a 


Neighbour's Shop-window, and there Curſing 


and Swearing, and playing the Mad-man, after 


my wonted Manner, there ſat within the Wo- 
man of the Houſe, and heard me, who, tho? 


the was a very looſe and ungodly Wretch, yet 


proteſted that I ſwore and curſed at that moſt; 
fearful Rate, that ſhe was made to tremble 
to hear me; and told me further, That I 


| was the ungodlieſt Fellow for Swearing, that 


ſhe ever heard in all her Life; and that I, by 
thus doing, was able to ſpoil all the Youth in 
the whole Town, if they came but in my 


275 At this Reproof I was filenced, and put 


w ſecret Shame ; and that too, as I mon 


before the God of Heaven; wherefore, while 


I Rood there, and hanging down my Head, I 


wiſhed with all my Heart that I might be a lit- 
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to & wal without this wicked prog, of Swear- 
ing; for, thought I, I am fo accuſtomed to it, 
that it is in vain for me to think of a Reforma» 
tion, fo 1 thought that could never be. 


28. But how it came to.paſs, I know not; L 
did from this Time forward, fo leave my Sweat - 
ing, that it was a great Wonder to myſelf to 
obſerve it; and whereas before I knew not how 


to ſpeak unleſs I put an Oath before and another 
behind, to make my Words have Authority; 
now I could, without it, ſpeak better, ay 


witht more Pie than ever I could be- 


fore. All this while I knew not Jeſus Chrift, 


neither did I Jcave my Sports and Plays, 
29. But quickly after this, I fell into Come 


99 with one poor Man that made Profeſſion 


eligion; Who, as I then thought, did talk 


een of the Scriptures, and of the Matter 
of Religion; wherefore falling into ſome Love 


and Liking to what he ſaid, I betook me to my 


Bible,. and began to take - great Pleaſure in 


Reading, but «ſpecially with the Hiſtorical Part 
thereof; for as for, Paul's Epiſtles, and ſuch 


like Scriptures, could not away with. them, 


being as yet ignorant, either of the Corrupti- 
ons of my Nature, or of the Want and Worth 


of Jeſus Chrift to ſave us, 


30. Wherefore I fell to ſome. outward: Re- 
formation, both, in my Words and Life, and 


did fet the Commandments before mt for T7 
Ho 


Way to Heaven; which Commandments I 


did ſtrive to keep, and as I thought, did keep 
them pretty. well 0 and then 1 Belt 
: have 
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one, and fo afflict my Conſcience; but then I 


Now. I was, as they faid, become Godly ; ; Now. - 


* to be well ſpoken of by Men: And thus i | 


. tothe Chief of Sinners. 2 ; 
| have Comfort ; yet now and then (ſhould break 


' ſhould repent, and ſay, I was ſorry for it, and 
eg God to do better next Time, and there 
a got Help again, for then I thought I pleaſed. 

God as well as any Man in Eng land” . i = 
31. Thus I continued bo a Year ; all \ i 
| which Time our Neighbours did take me to > | 
a very godly Man, a new and religious Man, | 
and did. marvel much to ſee ſuch great and fa- 


indeed ſo it was, tho” I knw not Chriſt, nor 
Grace, nor Faith, nor Hope; for, as I have 
well fince ſeen, had I then died, Bn f State had 
been moſt fearful. 


32. But, I fay, my de were . 


mous Alteration in my Life and Manners; ; and | 
| 


at this my great Converfion,* from prodigious | 


Prophaneneſs, to ſomething like a moral Lite ; - 
and truly, ſo they well might ; for this my Con- 
verſion was as great, as for Tom of Bethlehem to 
become a ſober Man, Now therefore they be- 
gan to praiſe, to commend, and to ſpeak well 
of me, both to my Face, and behind my Back. 


I was become a right honeſt Man. But Ot 
when I underſtood thoſe were their Words and 
Opinions of me, it pleaſed me mighty well. 
For tho” as yet I was nothing but a poor painted 
| Hypocrite, yet loved to be talked of as one that 
Was truly Godly. I was proud of my Godlineſs, | 

and 2 5 I did alt I did; either tu be ſcen of, 


continued for about a Twelve-month, or more. 
33. Now 
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= S Now you muſt know, that 0 th; 
| Etad taken much Delight in Ringing, but mn 
| Conſcience beginning to be tender, I though 
ſuch Practice was but vain, and therefqr, 
forced myſelf ta leave it; yet my Mind ban 
| kered ; wherefore 1 would to the Stee eple 

houſe, "ad look on, thoug A 7%\ not 72. 
But 1 thought this did 5 become 1 
neither, yet 1 forced myſelf, and Would loo 
on ſtill: But quickly after, I began to think 
Hot F one one of the Bells ſhould I? "Then 


cChoſc to ſtand under a main Beam, that la 


overthwart the Steeple, from Side to Side 


A 5 thinking here I might ſtand ſure; but then 


thought again, Should the Bell fall with 

Swing, it might firſt hit the Wall, and the 
rebounding upon me, might kill me for a 
this Beam: This made me ſtand in the Steeple 
door; and now thought I, I am ſafe enough 
for if a Bell ſheuld then fall, I can lip out be 
. hind theſe thick Walls, and ſo be preſerve 


5 notwithſtanding, | 


34. $0 after this I 0 yet go to ſee then 
Ring, but would not go any farther than th 
FE dtecp . ; þ uu then 7 came Lay 74 y Heac 
5 · eeple itſelf ſhould fa An 
: = 2 Neue N 2 ought I kno\ 
when I ſtood. 5 . on) did continuall 
ſo ſhake my Mind, that I durſt net ſtang 
tte Steeple-door any longer, but was forced t 
11 for Ok dle en * fall epa m 
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therefore 


Ind ban- | ; | ig 1 


e Steeple. 
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Religion 

ould: look 
to think, 

Then 1 | 
„ that lay "7 RES 

"to Side. j 

r 5 
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and then | 

ae for all 
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enough; 
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35. Another Thing was, my Dancing ;. 


25 a ful: Year before I could quite leave that; 
it all this while, when I thought T kept this 


that Commandment, or did, by Word 6r 


zed, any Thing that T thought was good, 1 


d great Peace in my Conſcience; and would 
ink with myſelf, God cannot chuſe but be 
we pleaſed with me; pee, to relate it in 


ine own Way, I thought no Man in England 


uld pleaſe God better than J. 


36. But, poor Wretch, as I Was, Las all 


ce 


is while ignorant of Jeſus Cor ft ;, 1 an 


Dout to eRabliſh my own R'iteouſnch 3 and 
ad periſhed therein, had not God, in Mercy, 
ewed me more of my State b Niture,' 

37. But upon a Day, the good Providence 


God called me to Bedfard, to work on my 


ailing z and in one of the Streets of that 
"own, I came where there were thit? or four 
oor Women fitting at a De il e San, 
king about the Things of God; and being 
ow willing to hear theie Diſcourſe, I drew 
ear to hear what they ſaid, for 1 was now a 
risk Talker of myſelf, in the. Matters of Re- 
gion, but: I may ſay, I heard, but unde, 


ot ; tor they were far above, out of my Reach. 


heir Talk was about a New Birth, the Work 
f God in their Hearts, as allo how they were 
onvinced of their 'miſcrabie State by Natute 4 


hey talked how God had viſited their Souls | 
rith his Love in the Lord, Jeſus, and with. 


rhat Words and Promiſes kt. ey had been re 
eſhed, comforted and W the 
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Temptations of the Devil; M reover, they 
reaſoned of the Suggeſtions and Teimpratioris 
of Satan in particular ; and told to each other, 


by what they had been afflictsd, and how 
they were borne up under his Aſſaultd. They 


| alſo diſcourfed of their own Wretchedneſs of 


Heart, and of their Unbwief; and did contemn, 


licht and abhor their own Righteouſneſs, as 


Klthy, and inſufficient to do them any Good. 
38, And methought they ſpake, as if you 
dic make them ſpeak ; they ſpake with fuch 
Pleafantneſs of Scripture Language, and with 
Tuch Appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, that 
they were to me, as if they had found a new 
World, as if they were People that diuelt alone, 
and were not ta be rechte ned among their Neeb 
Turi, Numb. xxili. 9. 


39. At this I felt my own Heart began 3 
chake, and miſtruſt my Condition to be naught; 


for] faw that in all my Thoughts about Reli- 
gion and Salvation, the New Birth did never 
enter into my Mind, neither knew I the Com- 
fort of the Word and, Promiſe, nor the De- 
ceitfulneſs and Treachery of my own wicked 
Heart. As for ſecret Thoughts, I took no No- 
tice of them; neither did I underſtand what 
Satan's Temptations were, nor how they wete 
to be withſtood and refiſted, &c. 


41860. Thus therefore, when I had heard * 
conſidered what they  faid, 1 left them, and 
went about my Employment again, but their 


Talk and Diſcourſe went with me ; alſo my 


hi Heart would tarry with them, for I was X | 
5 | Es 7 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 27 
greatly affected with their Words, both be- 


cCauſe by them L was convinced that I wanted 


the true Tokens of a truly godly Man, and 


alſo becauſe by them I was convinced of the 


Jappy and bleſſed Condition of him that Was 
ſuch a one. 


41. Therefore I would often make it my 
Buſineſs, to be going again and again into the 
Company of theſe poor People, for I could 


not ſtay away; and the more I went amo 


them, the more I did queſtion my Condition; 


and as I ſtill do remember, prefently I found 


two Things within me at which I did ſome- 
times marvel (eſpecially conſidering what 2 
blind, ignorant, ſordid and ungodly Wreich 
but juſt before I was,) The one was a ve 

great Soſtneſs and Tenderneſs of Heart, which 
cauſed me to fall under the Conviction of what 


by Scripture they aſſerted; and the other was 
a great Bending in my Mind, to a continual 


meditatinfs on it, and on all other good Things, 
which at any Time I heard or read of. 


42. By theſe Things my Mind was nov fo 


turned, that it lay like an Horſe-leach at the 
Vein, {till crying out ue, give, Prov. XXX. 15. 
which was ſo fixed on Eternity, and on the 

Things about the Kingdom of Heaven, (that is, 
fo far as I knew, tho as yet, God knows, I 


knew but little) chat neither Pleaſures, nor Pro- 


fits, nor Perſuaſions, nor Threats, eould looſe 
it, or make it let go his Hold; and tho I 22 1 
ſpeak it with Shame, yet it is in very De 
c "Truths: it would then have been £ | 
ho le 3 difficult 
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difficult to me to have taken my Ming frorm 


Hcaven to Earth, asT have found it often line, 
to get again from Earth to Heaven. 
43. One Thing I may not omit : There 
was a young Min in our Town, to whom m 

Heart before wa iS knit, more then to any other, 
but he being a moſt wicked Creature for Curſ- 
ing, and Swearing, and Whorins, T'now ſhook 
Him off, and forſvok his Company ; but about 


a Quatter of a Year after I had left him, 1 


* him in a certain Lane, and asked him how 
be did; He alter, his old Swearing and mad 
Way. anſwered, He was well. But, Hurry, 
ſaid I, why do you Stwear and Curſe thus What 
will become of you, if you die in this Condition! 


He anſwered me in a great Chafe, What would 
the Devil do for Company, if it ere noi for ſuch 3 


as I am & 

44. About this Time I met with vine Ra 
ters Books, that were put forth by ſome of 
our Countrymen, which Books were alis high- 
ly in Efteem by ſeveral old Profeſſors ; ſome 
of theſe T read, but was not able to make any 
Judgment about them ; Wherefore as I read 
in them, and thought upon them, ſteing my- 
ſ-Ff unable to juuge, I would betake mylelf 


to hearty Prayer in this Manner. 0 Lond, I 


am a Fuol, and not able to know the Truth \from 
Error: Lord, leave me not to my own Þlnunahs, 
either to approve of, or condemn this Datirivie ; 


if ir he of God, let me not deſpiſe 3 if #leof 
the Devil, let me nat embrace it, Lord, I D 


my Soul in this Matter, only at thy Foot 7 ut de 
nt 


. q 
\ 4 
\ k 
* 


„ „ e 


3H 


+. 


to the Chief of Sinners. 29 


| not be decerved, 1 humbly beſeech thee, I had one 
rel.gious intimate Companion all this while, 


and that was the por Man I ſpoke of before; 
but about this Time, he alfo turned a moſt 


| Deviiidh Rater, and gave himſelf up to all 
Mahner of F lthineſs, eſpecially Uncleanneſs: 
H. would alſo deny that there was a God, 


Angel, or Spirit; and would laugh at all Ex- 
hortations to Sobtiety: When I labowed to 
rebuke his Wickedneſs, he would laugh the 
more, and pretend that he had gone thro” all 
Religions, and could never light on the right 


till now. He told me al o. That in a little 


Time I ſhoult ſee all Pra feſſors turn to the 
Ways of che Ranters, Wherefore abomina- 
ting thoſe curſed Principles, I left his Com- 
pany forthwith, and became to him as grect a 
Stranger, as I had been before a Familiar, _ 
4.5. Neither was this Man only a Tempta- 
tion to me, but my Calling lying in the Coun- 
try, I happened to *light into ſeveral Peoples 
Company; who though ſtrict in Religion for- 
merly, yet were alſo ſwept away by theſe Rants 
ers, Theſe would alfo talk witn me of their 
Ways, and condemn me as illegal and dark; 


pretending that they had only attain'd to Per- 


fection, that could du what they would, and not 


Sin. Oh! theſe Temptations were ſuitable to 
my Fleſh, I being but a young Man, and my 
Nature in its Prime; but God, who had, as 1 


hope, deſigned me for better Things, kept me 


in the Fear of his Name, and did not ſuffer me 
to accept ſuch curſed Principles, And bleſſed 
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30 GRACE Abounding 
ve God, who put it into my Heart to cry to 
him to be kept and directed, ſtill diſtruſting 
mine own Wiſdom ; for I have fince ſeen even 
the Effects of that Prayer, in his preſerving 
me, not only from Ranting Errors, but from 
thoſe alſo that have ſprung up ſince, The Bible 
wag precious to me in thoſe Days. 

456. And now methought, I began to look 

into the Bible with new Eyes, and read as I 
never did before; and eſpecially the Epiſtles of 
the Apoſtle St. Paul were ſweet and pleaſant | 
to me; and indeed then I was never out of the | 

Bible, either by Reading or Meditation; ftill | 
crying out to God, that I might know the 
T:uth, and Way to Haven and Glory. © 

47. And as J went on and read, I "lighted 
on that Paſſage, To one is given by the Spirit the 
Mord of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knows 

ledge by the ſame Spirit; and to another Faith, &c. 

5 1 Cor. xii. And though, as I have ſince ſeen, | 
that by this Scripture the Holy Ghoſt intends, 
in ſpecia), Things extraordinary, yet on me it 
did then faſten with Conviction, that I did want | 
Things ordinary, even that Underſtanding and p 
Wiſdom that other Chriſtians had. On this | 

Word I muled, and eonld not tell what to do, 
eſpecially this Word [ Faith ] put me to it, for 
I could not help it, but ſometimes muſt que- 
ſtion, whether I had any Faith, or no; but I 
was loth to conclude, I had no Faith; for if 

Ido fs, thought I, then I ſhall count myſelf 

, a very Caſt-away indeed, fake 
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48. N, faid I, with myſelf, though T am 


convinced that J am an ignorant Sot, and that 


I want thoſe bleſſed Gifts of Knowledge and 
Underſtanding that other P:ople have; yet at 


_ a venture Iwill conclude, I am not altogether 


Faichleis, though I know not what Faith is; 
for it was ſhewn me, and that too (as I have 
ſeen fince) by Satan, that thoſe who conelude 


themſelves in a Faithleſs State, have neither 
Reſt nor Quiet in their Souls; and I was loth 
to fall quite into Deſpair, _ 


49. Wherefote by this Suggeſtion, I was 
for a while, made afraid to ſee my Want of 


Faith; but God would not ſuffer me thus to 


undo and deſtroy my Soul, but did continually, 
againſt this my ſad and blind Concluſion, ere- 
ate ſtill within me ſuch Suppoſitions, inſomuch 
that I gould not 1eft content, until 1 did now 
come to ſome certain Knowledge whether I 
had Faith, or no, this always running in my 
Mind, But hu sf yau want Faith indeed © But 
ba can you teil you have Faith * And befides, I 
ſaw for certain, if I had not, I was ſure to 
_ $0. So that tho? I endeavour'd at the firft, to 
look over the Buſineſs of Faith, yet in a little 
Time, I better confidoring the Matter, was 


pexiſh for ever. | 


willing to put myſelf upon the Tryal whether I 


had Faith or no. But alas, poor Wretch, ſo ig- 
norant and brutiſh vas IL, that I knew not to this 
Day, no mere how to do it than I «now how to 


begin «nd aceompliſh that rare and curious Piece 
of Art, which I gever yet ſaw or conhdered. 


1 51. Where- 


* 
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Fr. Wherefore while I was thus confidering, 
and being put to a Plunge about it, (for you 
muft know, that as yet T had not in this Matter, 


broken my Mind to any one, only did hear and | 


cConſider) the Tempter came in with this Delu 
fion, That there was no Way for me to know I 
Dad Faith, but by trying to work ſome Miracles; 
urging thoſe Scriptures that ſeem to look that 
Way, tor the entorcing and ſtrengthning his 
Temptation. Nay, one Day, as I was between 
Euter and Bedford, the Temptation was hot 
vpon me, to try if I had Farb, by doing ſome 
Miracle; which Miracle at this Time was this, 
J muſt fay to the Pudales that were in the 
Tlorſe- pads, Be Dry; and to the Dry Places, Be 
you Puddles And truly one Time I was going 
to ſay ſo indeed; but juſt 2s I was about to 
ſpeak, this Thought came into my Mind; But 
go under youder Hedge, and prey firfl, that Gd 
would make you able. But when I had concluded 
10 pray, this came hot up n me; That if I 
prayed, and came again, and tried to do it, and 
yet did nothing notwithſtanding, then be ſure 
I had no Faith, but was a Caſt- away, and loft. 
Nay, thought I, if it be ſo, J will not try yet, 
but will ſtay a little longer. e 
52. So I continued at a great Loſs; for 1 
thought, if they only had Faith, which could 
do fo wonderful Things, then I concluded, 
that for the preſent I neither had it, nor yet 
for Time to come were never like to have it. 
Thus I was toſſed betwixt the Devil and my 
own Ignorance, and fo perplexed; eſpecially 
er ache 4. 
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at ſome Times, that ] could not tell what to 


do. 
53. About this Time, the State and Happl- 


nels of theſe poor People at Bedford was thus, 


in a Kind of a Viſon, preſented to me. 1 faw, 


as if they were on the Sunny-fide of ſome high 


e there refreſhing themſelves with 


the pleaſant Beams of the Sun, while I was 


ſhivering and ſhrinking in the Cold, e fflicted 
with Froſt, Snow, and dark Clouds: Methought 


alſo, betwixt me and them, Ifaw a Wall that 


did Compaſs about this Mountain : Now thro? 
this Wall my Soul did greatly defvre to pals z 


concluding, that if I could, I would even go 
into the very midſt of them, 'and there alſo 


comfort myſelf with the Heat of their Sun. 
54. About this Wall I bethought myſelf, te 


go again and again, ſtill pray ing as 1 went, to 
fee if I could find ſome W. ay or Paſlage, 'by 


which I might enter therein; but none could 
I find for ſome Time: At the laſt, I ſaw, as 
it were, a narrow Gap, like a little Noor-way 
in the Wall, thro? which I attempted to pals : 
Now the Paſſage being very ſtrait and narrow, 


J made many Offers to get in, but all in vain, 


even until I was well nizh quite beat out, by 
ſtriving to get in; at laſt, with great ariving, 
methought t] at firſt did get in my Head, and 
after that, by a ſideling ſtriving, my Shoulders, 


and my whole B-dy ; then was I exceeding 


glad, went and ſat down in the midſt of them, 


and ſo was comforted with the Ligut and Heat 
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rit many Days; all which Time 
in a forlorn and ſad Condition, but yet was 


34 GRACE Abounding 


655 Now this Mountain and Wall, &c. was 
thus made out to me: The Mountain ſignified 
the Church of the Living God; the Sun that 


ſhone thereon; the comfortable Shining of his 


merciful Face on. them that was therein; 


the Wall I thought was the World, that did 
make Separation between the Chriſtians and 


the World ; and the Gap which was in the 
Wal), I thought, was Jeſus Chrift, who is the 


Way to God the Father, Jobn xiv. 6. Matt, 
vii. 14. But foraſmuch as the Paſlage was won 
derſul narrow, even fo narrow, that 1 could 
net, but with great Difficulty enter in thereat, 


it ſhewed me, that none could enter into Life, 


but thoſe that were in downright Earneft, and 
_ unleſs alſo they left that wicked World be- 


hind them ; for here was only Room for Body 


and Soul, but not for Body and Soul, and 


Sin, NE 
56. This Rehornblance abode u upon. tay my Spi- 
ſaw myſelf 


provoked to a vehement Hunger and Deſire to 


be one of that Number that did ſit in the Sun- 


ſhine : Now alſo would I pray where-ever I 


was; whether at Home, or Abroad; in Houſe 


or Field ; and would alfo often, with lifting 


up of Heart, ſing that of the Fifty-Firſt Palm, 
O Lord, conſider my Diſtreſs ; for as yet L knew 


not head I was. 


57. Neither as yet could I attain to any 
comfortable Perſuaſion that I had Faith in 


Chriſt; but inſtead of having Satisfaction, | 
| hers 
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| here I began to find my Soul to be affaulted 

with freſh Doubts about my future Happiness; 

ce. ſpecially with ſuch as theſe, J/hether I was 

| Eleeted : But how if the Day of Grace ſhould 

| now be paſt and gone? 3 

58. By theſe two Temptations I was ve 

much afflitzd and diſquieted ; fometimes b 
one, and ſometimes by the other of them. 
And firſt, to ſpeak of that about my queſtion- 
ing my Election, I found at this Time, that 

| though I was in a Flame to find the Way to 
Heaven and Glory, and though nothing could 
f 

| 


beat me off from this, yet this Queſtion did 

fo offend and diſcourage me, that I was, eſpe- 
"cially ſometimes, as if the very Strength of 
[ 


my Body - alſo had been taken away by the 
Force and Power thereof. This Scripture did 
alſo ſeem to me to trample upon all my De- 
fires; It is neither in him that willeth, nor in him 
that runnetb; but in God that ſheweth Mercy, 
| Ne | „ 
S689. With this Scripture I could not tell what 
| to do; for I evidently faw, unleſs that the 
great God, of his infinite Grace and Bounty, 
7 had voluntarily chofen me to be a Veſſel of 
| Mercy, though I ſhould deſire, and long, and 
labour until my Heart did break, no Good 
could come of it. | herefore this would ftick 
with me, How can you tell that you are Elected? 
And what if you ſhould nat? How then? 
{ __ _ bo. O Lord, thought I, what it I ſhould 
not indeed? It may be you are not, faid the 
Ilempter; it may be ſo indeed, thought I. 
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Why then, faid Satan, you had zs good leave 


off, and ſtrive no hther 3 ; for if indeed, you 


ſhould not be elected and choſen of God, hors 


is no Talk of your being faved ; For it is neither 
in him that willeth, nor m him that runneth ; but 


in God that ſreweth Mercy. 

61. By theſe Things I was driven to my 
Wits-end, not knowing what to fay,, or how 
to anſwer theſe Temptations : Indeed, I lit- 


tle thought that Satan had thus aſſaulted me, 


but that rather it was my own Prudence, 
thus to ſtart the Queſtion ; for that the Elect 
orly obtained Eternal Life ; that 1, without 
Scruple, did heartily cloſe withal ; but that 


myſelf was one of them, there lay the Que- 
tion. 


62. Thus ere for ſeveral Days, I was 


_ greatly aſſaulted and perplexed, and was often, 
. when I have been walking, ready to fink 
where I went, with Faintneſs in my Mind: 
But one Day, after I had been ſo many Weeks 
_ oppreſſed and caſt down therewith, as I was 


new quite giving up the Ghoſt, af all my 


Hopes of ever attaining Life, that Sentence 


fell with Weight upon my Spirit, Loot at the 


Generations of Old, and ſee; Did ever any truſt 
in Cod, and were confounded & 


63. At which I was greatly enlighthed, and F 


encouraged i in my Soul; fer thus at that ver 

Inſtant, it was expounded to me : Begin at the 
Beginning of Genc ſis, and read to the End of 
the Revelations, and ſee 'if you can find, that 
* lere was ever any that vs in the Lerd, and 


was. 
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was confeunded, So coming Home, I preſently 


went to my Bible, to ſee if I could find that 


Saying, not doubting but to find it preſently ; 


for it was fo freſh, and with ſuch Strength and 
Comfort on my Spirit, that it was as if it talked 


with me. 
64. Well, 1 looked, but J found it not; 
only it abode upon me: Then did J ask firſt 


this good Man, and then another, if they knew 
where it was, but they knew no ſuch Place, 
At this I wondred, that ſuch a Sentence ſhould 


fo ſuddenly, and with ſuth Comfort and 


Strength, ſeize, and abide upon my Heart; 


and yet that none could find it (for I doubted 
not, but that it was in the Holy Scripture.) 


65. Thus I continued above a Year, and 
could not find the Place; but at laft, caſting 


my Eye upon the Apocripha Books, 1 found 


it in Eccliſiaſlicus, Eccleſ. ti. 16. This, at the 
firſt, did ſomewhat daunt me; but becauſe by 


this Time I had got more Experience of the 


Love and Kindnefs of God, it troubled me. 
the leſs, eſpecially when I conſidered that 


Thought was not in thoſe Texts that we call 
Holy and Canonical; yet foraſmuch as this 


Sentence was the Sum and Subſtance of man 
of the Promiſes, it was my Duty to take the 


Comfort of it; and I bleſs God for that Word, 
For it was of Good to me: That Word doch 
Kill oft-times ſhine before my Face, s 


66. After this, that Wr Doubt did come | 
with Strength upon me, But how if the Day of 


Grace _ be 6 and gong ? How 1 
ave 
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have overſtood the Time of Mercy? Now 1 | 
remember that one Day, as I was walking in 
the Country, I was much in the Thoughts of 
this, But how if the Day of Grace is paſt ® And 
to aggravate my Trouble, the 'Tempter pre- 
ſeated to my Mind thoſe good People of Bed- | 
ford, and ſuggeſted thus unto nie, That theſe | i 
being converted already, they were all that : 
God would fave in thoſe Parts; and that 1 
came too late, for theſe had got the Blefling 
before I came, 3 is 

67. Now was I in great Diftreſs, thinking 
in very deed that this might well be ſo; where- q 
fore I went up and down bemoaning my fad | 
Condition ; counting myſelf far worſe than a | 
Thouſand Fools for ſtanding off thus long, | 

and ſpending ſo many Years in Sin as I have 
done; ſtill crying out, Oh! that I hadgurned 
ſconer! Oh ! that I had turned ſeven Years * 

azo It made me alſo angry with myſelf, to | 
think that JI ſhould have no more Wit, but to | 
_ trifle away my Time, dll my Soul and Heaven 
„z OT np cs 
68. But when J had been long vexed with 
"this Fear, and wes ſcarce able to take one Step | 
more, juſt about the ſame Place where I re- 
ceived my other Encouragement, theſe Words 
broke in upon my Mind, Compel them 10 come 
in, that my Houſe may be filled; aud 175 there is 
Room, Luke xiv. 22, 23. Theſe Words, but 


» 


: 


| eſpecially thoſe, And yet there is Ram, were 
|. tweet Words to me; for truly, I thought that 
| by them I faw there was Place enough in Heaw 
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ven for me; and moreover, that when the 
Lord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe Words, be then did 
think of me; and that be knowing that the ll 
Time would come, that I ſhould be afflicted 
with Fear, that there was no Place left for me by | 
in his Boſom, did before ſpeak this Word, and © 
leave it upon Record, that I might find Help 
thereby againſt this vile Temptation, This 1 
then verily believed. 

69. In the Light and Encouragement of this 

Word, I went a pretty while; and the Com- 
fort was the more, when I thought that the 
Lord Jeſus ſhould think on me fo long ago, 
and that he ſhould ſpeak thoſe Words on pur- 
| poſe for my Sake; for I did think verily, that 
he did on purpoſe ſpeak them to een e 
withal. 
50. But I was not without my e 
to go back again; Temptations I ſay, both 
from Satan, mine 6wn Heart, and carnal Ac- 
quaintance; but I thank God theſe were out- 
weighed by that found Senſe of Death, and 
of the Day of Judgment, which abode, as it 
were, continually in my View: | would oſten 
alſo think en Nebuchadnezzar ; of who tis 
faid, He had given him all the 2 of the 
Earth, Dan. v. 18, 19, Yet, thought I, if 
this great Man had all his Portion in this 
World, one Hour in Hell- fre would make 
him: forget all. Which- Conſideration was a a 
great Help to me. 

71. I was almoſt made, about this Tie; 
lee ſomething —_—_ the Beaſts that doſes 
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counted Clean and Unclean ; I thought thoſe 


Beaſts were Types of Men ; the Clean, Types 


of them that were the People of God; but 
the Unclean, Types of ſuch as were the Chil- 


dren of the wicked One. Now, I read that 


y the clean Beaſts chewed the Cud ; that is, thought 


I, they ſhew us, we muſt teed upon the Werd 
of God: They alſo parted the Hof, I thought 
that ſignified, 1 muſt part, f we would be 


ſaved, with the Ways of ungodly Men, And 


alſo, in ſurther reading about them, I found, 
that though we did chew the Cud, as the Hare; 
yet if we walked with Claws, like a Dog; 


or if we did part the Hoof, like the Swine, 
yet if we did not chew the Cud, as the Sheep, 


we are till, for all that, but Unclean: For 


I thought the Hare to be a Type of thoſe that 
talk of the Word, yet walk in Ways of Sin ; 
and that the Swine was like him that parted | 


with his outward Pollution, but ſtill wanteth 
the Word of Faith, without which, there 
could be no Way of Salvation, let a Man be 
never ſo devout, Deut. xiv. After this, I 
found by reading the Word, That thoſe that 
mult be glorified with Chrift in another World, 


muſt be Sh ty' him bare ; called to the par. 


taking of a Share in his Word and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and to the Comforts and Firſt- fruits. of 
bis Spirit, and to a peculiar Intereſt in all thoſe 
Heavenly Things, which, do indeed, forefit the 
Soul for that Reſt, and Houle of ay; which 
is in Heaven above, | 


72. Here 
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72, Here again I was at à very great Stand, 
not knowing what to do, fearing I was not 
called; for, thought I, if The not called, what 
then can do me good? None but thoſe who 
are effectually d inherit the Kingdom of 


Heaven. But Oh! how I now loved thoſe 


Wor1s that ſpake of a Chriſtian's Calling] as 
when the Lord ſaid to one, Holl me, and to 
another, Come after me: And Oh, thought I, 
that he would ſay ſo to me too; ay gladly 

would | run after kim 
73. I cannot now expreſs with a Long- 
ings and Breathings in my Soul, I cried to 


Chriſt to call me. Thus 1 ae dae for a 


Time, all on a Flame to be converted to Jeſus 


Chriſt; . and did alſo fee at that Day, ſuch 


Glory in a converted State, that I could not be 

» contented without a Share therein, Gold 
Could it have been gotten for Gold, what 
would I have given for it! Had I had a whole 
World, 'it had all gone Ten Thoufand Times 
over for rhis, that'my Soul gas have been 
in a converted State. 

74. How lovely now was every one in my 
Eyes, that I thought to be converted Men and 
Women! They ſhone, they walked like a Peo- 
ple that carried the Broad - Seal of Heaven about 
them. Oh! I ſaw the Lot was fallen to them 
in pleafant Places, and they had a goodly r 

tage, Palm xvi. But that which made me 
ſick, was that of Chriſt, in St. Mark, He went 
wp into. a Mountain, ad aal ts bins whom he 
would, and they came unto hin, Mark iii. 13- 


75: This 


— 
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75. This Scripture made te faint and fear, 
yet it kindled Fire in my Soul. Taat which 
made me fear, was this ; leſt Chriſt ſhould. 
have no liking to me, for he called whom he 
would. But Oh! the Glory that I ſaw in that 
Condition, did ftill ſo engage my Heart, that 
J could ſeldom reail of any that Chriſt did 
call, but I preſently wiſhed, Mud 1 had 
been in their Chaths; would I had been bern 
Peter; world I had been born John; or, would 
1 had then by and had heard him when he called 
them, how would I have cried, O Lord, call 
me alſo / But, Oh! I feared he would nat call 
ent. | | gs 
76. And truly, the Lord iet me go thus 
many. Months: together, and ſhewed me no- 
thing; either that I was already, or ſhould 
be called hereafter : But at laſt, after much 
Time ſpent, and many Groans to God, that 
I might be made Partaker of the Holy and 
Heavenly Calliag ; that Word eame in upon 
me: I will cleanſe their Blood, that I have not 
cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth in Zion, Fel ii. 
21, Theſe Words I thought were ſent to en- 
courage me to wait til upon God; and ſigni- 
fied unto me, that if I were not already, yet 
Time might come I might be in Truth con- 
verted unto Chriſt. )). 
77. About this Time I began to break my 
Miu to thoſe poor People in Bedford, and 


to tell them my Condi:ion; which, Wen 


they had heard, they told Mr. C of me, 
who himſelf alſo took Ocraſiom ta. talk with 


Me 
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me; and was willing to be well perſuaded of 


me, though I think from little Grounes : But 
he invited me to his Houſe, . where I ſhould _ 


hear him confer with others, about the Deal- 
ings of God with their Souls; from all which 


I ſtill received more Conviction, and from 


that Time began to ſee ſomething of the Va- 


nity, and inward Wretchedneſs of my wicked 


Heart, for as yet I knew no great Matter 
therein; but now it began to be diſcovered 
unto me, and alſo to work at that Rate as it 
never did before, Now I evidently: found, 
that Luſts and Corruptiors put forth them- 


ſelves within me, in wicked Thoughts and : 


Deſires, which I did not regard before; my 
Defires alſo for Heaven and Life began 


full of longing after „ now it began ta 
| hanker after every fooliſn Vanity 5 yea, my 
Heart would not be moved to mind that which 
was good; it began to be careleſs, both of my 
Soul and Heaven ; it would now er eee 
hang beck, both to, and in every Duty 3 
Was as u Clog on the ny" of a Bird, to 1 
him from flying. 
58, Nay, I thought, now b work and 
worſe ; now I am farther from Converſion 
than ever I was before: Wherefore I degan 
to ſink greatly in my Soul, and began to en- 
tortain fuch Diſcouragement in my Heart, as. 
laid me as low as Hell. 
' burned at the Stake, I could not believe that 
Sui bad a Love for ine ; alas I could nei- 
| ther 


to fail; 
1 found alſo, that vom before my Soul was 
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ther hear him, nor ſee him, nor feel him, nor 
favour any of his Things; I was driven as with 
a Tempeſt, my Heart would be uncican, and 


the Canaanites would d well in the Land. 


79. Sometimes I would tell my Condition 


TO the People of God 7 which, when tri 


heard, they would pity me, and would tell me 


of the Promiſes; but they had as good have 
told me, that I muſt reach the Sun with my 


Finger, as have bidden me receive or rely 
upon the Prom iſes; and as ſoon as IL. ſhould 
have done it; all my Senſe and Feeling. was 
againſt me; and I ſaw I bad a Heart that 


would tim, and that ay uncer a Law that 


would condemn. 
Yo. "Theſe Things have afrn made me 


ind os the-Child-whith the Facher.browgtic 
to Chriſt, who while he was yet a coming to him, 
Tae, thrown down by the Devil, and alſo ſo rent 


and torn by him, that hs lay and en ne, Joam- 


ang, Luke ix. 42. Mark ix. 20, 


81. Further, in theſe Days, I would find 


my Heart to ſhut itſelf up Aran the Lord, 


and againſt his holy Word : 1 have found my 


Unbelief to ſet, as it were, the Shoulder to 
the Door, to keep him out; and that too even 


then, when J have with many a bitter Sigh, 
cried, Good Lord, break it open: Lord, break 
theſe Gates of Braſt, and cut theſe Bars of of Iron 
aſunder, Plalm cvii. 16, Vet that 19 
would tometimes create in my Heart a peace- 
able Pauſe, I girded thee, thang thau haſt not 
tnotun me, Iſalah xlv. 50 


$2, But 
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82. But all this while, as to the Act of 
Sinning, T was never more tender than now, 
my hinder | Parts were inward 3 I durſt not 
take a Pin or Stick, though but fo big as a 
Straw ; for my Conſcience now was ſore, and 
would ſmart at every Touch: I could not 
now tell how to ſpeak ay Words, for fear 
ſhould miſplace them, Oh, how cuutiouſly did 
I then go, in all 1 did vr ſaid ! T found myſelf 
as in a miry Bog, that ſhook if I did but ſtir, 
and was, as there, left both of God ard Chriſt, 
and the Spirit, and all good Things. 

83. But I obſerve', though I. was ſuch a 
great Sinner before Converſion: yet God 


never much charged 'the Guilt of the Sins at. 


my 'I:norance upon me; only he ſhewed 
me, L was loft if I had not Chriſt, becauſe I 
had been a Sinner: I faw that I Wanted a 
perfect Righteouſneſs: to pre ut me without 
Fault before God, and this Kighteouſncls was 
no wheie to be found, but id the Perion of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
384. But my original and in and Pallutinn, 15 
chat, that was my Plagus and Affliction; that 
I fawiat a dreadful Rate, always putting forth 
ittelf within me, that Thad the Guilt of, to 
Amazement; by reaſun of that, I Was more 
loathiome in mine own Eyes, than was a Toad, 
and I thought I was fo in God's Eyes too: 
Sin and Corruption, I ſaid, would as naturally . 
bubble out of my Heart, as Water would bub- © } 
ble out of a Fountain: I thought now, that 
. one had a bei een than 1 had; I 
e bs | could 


. — who can bear, 


D 
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could have changed Heart with any Body; I 
thougbt none but the Devil himſelf xo 
equalize me for inward Wickedneſs and Pol- 
lution of Mind, I fell therefore ac the Sight 
of my own Vileneſs deeply into Deſpair; for 
I ecncluled, that this Condition that I was in, 
could not Rand with a State of Grace. Sure, 
thought 1, I am forſaken of God; ſure I am 
given up to the Devil, and to a Reprobate 


Mind: And thus I continued a long while, | 


9 t r ſome Years-together.. 
While I was thus afflicted with the 


: Fea of my own Damnation, ther: were two 


Tiings would make me wonder; the one was, 
when I ſaw old People hunting after the Thing3 
of this Life, as if they ſhould live here always: 
The other was, When { found Profeito:s\much 


diſtreſſed and caſt down, when they met with 


outward Loſſes ; as of Husband, Wife, Chid, 
&c, Lord, thought I, waar wddi is here about 
ſuch little Things as theſe | What ſeeking atter 


carnal Things, by iome, and what Grief in 


others for the Lois of them If they fa much 


labour after, and ſhed fo many Tears for Iv: 
Things of this preſent Life, how am Ito be 


bemoaned, pitied, and prayed for |: My Soul 
is dying, my Soul is "damning, Were my 
Soul but in a good Condition, and were I but 
ſare of it, ah | how rich ſhould I eſteem my- 
ſelf, though bleſſed but with Bread and Water. 
I ſhovid count thoſe but ſmall Afflictions, and 
ſhould bear them as little Burthens, A wounded 3 


86, And 
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86. And though I was much troubled; and 
toſſed, and afflicted, with the Sight and Senſe: 


and Terror of my ow-I Wickedneſs, yet I was 
afraid to Jet this Sight and Senſe go 


uite off 
my Mind : For I Found, Gar unh Gulf 
Conſcience was taken off the right Way, that 
is, by the Blood of Chriſt, a Man grew rather 


worte for the Loſs of his Trouble of Mind, 
than Trouble. Whe-etore, it my Guilt lay 


hard upon me, then ſhould I cry, that the 


iood of Chriſt might take it off: And if it 
was going off without it (for the Senſe of Sin 
would be ſometimes as if it would die, and 
go quite away) then I would alſo ſtrive to 
ꝛetch it upon my Hart again, by bringing tha 
Punichment of Sin in Hell- e upon my Spi- 
rits; and would cry, Lord, let it not go f my 


Heart, but the right Way, by the Blood of Chrift, 


and the Application of thy Mercy, through him, 
to my Soul; for that Scripture did lay much 
upon me, © without ſhedding e Blood there is no 
Redemption, Heb, xxii. And that which made 


me the more afraid of this, was, becauſe I had 


ſeen ſome, who, though when they were un- 
der the Wounds of Conſcience, would cry and 


ray; yet feeling rather preſent Eaſs for their 


Touble, than Pardon for their Sin, cared not 
hew they loſt their Guilt, o they got it out 


wrong Way, it was not ſanct ſied unto them 
but they gtew harder and blinder, and more 


wicked after their Trouble. This made me 


afrai. 
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afraid, and made me cry to God the more, 


that it might not be ſo with me.. 

87. And nom I was forry that Gad bad. 
made me Man, for I feared I was «a Repro- 
| bate: I counted Man as unconverted, the 
moſt dolcful of all Creatures. Thus being 
afflicted and toſſed about my ſad Condition, I 


counted mylclt alone, and above the moſt -of 


Men Unbleſſed. Wt ts 
38. Yea, I thought it impoſſible that ever L 
ſhould attain to fo much Godlineis of Heart, 
as to thank God that he had made me a Man. 
Man indeed is the moſt Noble by, Crea- 
tion, of all Creatures in the viſible World 3 
but by Sin he had made himſelf the moſt Igno- 
ble. The Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes,  &c. I bleſ+ 
ſed their Condition; for they had not a finful. 
Nature; they were not obnoxious, to the 
Wrath of God; they were not to go to Hell- 


fire after Death; I could therefore have re- 


| joiced, had my Condition been f FLY any of 


theirs. 1 


89. In this Condition I went a great while 3 


but when cormforting Time was come, I beard 
one Preach a, Sermon on theſe; Words in the 
Song (Song. iv. 1.) . Behold, thou art fair my 
Love; behold theu art fair : But at that Time 


he made theſe two Words, My Lowe, his chief 


and ſubject Matter; from which, after he had 


a little opened the Text, he obſ.rved_ theſe 


ſeveral Conclufions ; 1. That the Church, aud 
fo every ſaved Soul, is Chriſt's Love, when lave- 
leſs. 2. Chrift's Love without a Cauſe, 3. Chris 


Loves 


. 
N 


— — —_ 
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Lobe, which bath been hated” of the Warld: 
4. Chrift's Love, when under Temptation, an 
under Deflruction: 5 Chriſt's Love, from firſs 
10 i f,UL :: TED 2 | N 
4 But 1 got nothing by what he ſaid at pre- 
ſent ; only when he came to the Application 
of the fourth Particular, this was the Word he 
ſaid ; I it be fo; that the ſaved Soul is brit 
Love, when under Temptation and Deflruftion 3 
then poor tempted Foul, toben thou art aſſaulted 
and afflifted with Tempiations, and the Hidings e 
Face, yet think on theſe” two Words, My Love, 
9. So as I was going Home, | theſe Words 
came again into my Thoughts; and I well 
remember, as they came in, I ſaid:thus in my 
Heart, What fall I get by thinking. on theſe 
two Morde? This Thought had no ſooner 
vaſſed through my Heart, but theſe Words bee 
, gan thus to kindle in my Spirit, Thou art my. 
. Lede, te evt my Love, Twenty Times toge- 


' ther z and ſtill us they ran in my Mind, they 
5 waxed fronger and warmer, and began to 
d make me look 1 but being as yet between 
e Hope and Fear, I still replied in my Heart, 
oy. - But is t true, but i, it true? At which that 
1C 


8 Sentence fell upon me, He wift not that it war 
ef ire, which” tbas dene unte him off the Angel, 


ad Acts Xii. 9. Tile ee 
le _ 92: Then I began to give Place to the Word, 4 
ud Which with Power, did over and over make 


e dis joyful- Sound within my Soul, Tan art 
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my Love, thou art my Low ; and nothing fall 
ſeparate. thee from my . And with that 


my Heart was fled full of Comfort and 
Hope, and now I could believe that my Sins 
would be forgiven me; yea, I wes now taken. 


with the Love and Mercy of God, that, I 
remember, I could not tell how to contain 
till I got Home: I thought I could have ſpoken 


of his Love, and have told of his Mercy to 


me, even to the very Crows that ſat upon the 


plough'd Lands before me, had they been ca- 


pable to have underſtood me: Wherefore I 
ſaid in my Soul, with much Gladneis, Well, 


would I had a Pen and Ink here, 1 would 


write this down before I go any frther ; for 
ſurely [ will not forget this F orty Years Hap 


But, alas within leſs than Forty Days, I be- 


gan to queſtion all again; which made me be- 


gin to queſtion all ſtil. — 
93. Yet ſtill at Times I was helped to he- 


lieve, that it was a true Manifeſtation of Grace 


unto my Soul, though I had loſt much of the 
Life and Fur of it. Now about a Week or 
Fortnight after this, IL was much followed. by 
this Scripture, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
defired to have you, Luke xxii. 31, and ſome- 
times it would found ſo loud within me, yea, 
and as it were, call ſo ſtrongly after me, that 


once, above all the reſt, I turned my Head 


over my Shoulder, thinking verily that ſome 
Man had, behind me, called me; being at a 


great Dittance, methought he called fo loud: It 


come 
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come, as I have thought ſince, to have ſtirred 
me up to Prayer, and to Watchfulneſs: It 

came to acquaint me, that a Cloud and a Storm 
was coming down upon me; but I underſtood 
it not. 1 
94. Alſo as 1 remember, that Time that it 
called to me ſo loud, was the laſt Time that it 
founded in mine il 3 but methinks I hear 
ſtill with what a loud Voice theſe Words, Si- 


mon, Simon, ſounded in mine Ears. I thought 


verily, as I have told you, that ſamevody had 
_— after me, that was halt a Mile behind 

: And altho' that was not my Name, yet 
it, — me ſuddenly look behind me, believing 


that he that called fo loud, meant me. 


95. But ſo fooliſh wal, and ignorant, that 
I knew not the Reaſon of this Sound ; (which 
as I did both ſee and feel ſoon after, was ſent 
from Heaven as an Alarm, to awaken me to 
provide for what was coming) only I would 
muſe and wonder in my Mind, to think what 
ſhould be the Reaſon of this Sert pture, and that 
at this Rate, ſo often and ſo loud, it ſhould ſtill 
be ſounding and railing in mine Ears : But, as 
1 faid before, I ſoon after perceived the End of 
(32d therein. 

906. For, about the Space of a Month aſter, 
a very great Storm came down upon me, 
which bandled me Twenty Times worſe than 
all I had met with before ; it came ſtealing 
upon me, now by one Piece, then by ano- 
ther ; firſt, all my Comfort was taken from 


me, then Darkneſs leized upon me; after 


C2 Airy whica, 
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which, whole Floods of Plaſphemiee, both 
againſt God, Chriſt, and the Scriptures, was 


- 


poured upon my Spirit, to my great Confuſion | 


and Afteniftment, Thefe blaſphemous Fhoughts 


were ſuch as ſtirred up Queſtions in me againſt 


the very Being of God, and of hs only be- 
loved Son: As, Whether there were in Truth, 


a God or Cbriſt? And whether the Holy 


Scriptures were not rather a Fable, and cun- 


ning Story, than the holy and pure Word of 


God. 


97. The Tempter would alſo much affault : 


me with this, Ho can you tell but that the 
Turks had as goed Scriptires Is prove their Ma- 
homet the Saviur, as we have to prove gur Je- 
ſus * Auel, conid I think, that ſo many Ten Thou- 
ſands, in ſo many Countries and Kingdoms, ſhould 
be wit ur the Knowledge of the right Ma to Heas 
den; (if there were indeed a Heaven) ani that 


we only, who ide in a Corner of the Earth, 


jhentd alone be blefſed therewith ® Every one doth 
think his un Kiligion righte/t, both Jews and 
Moors, and Pagans ; and how if all our Fanh, 
and Chriſt, and Scriptures, ſiould be but a Think 
foto © 1 eine 92 

98. Sometimes I have endeavoured to argue 
_ againſt theſe Suggeſtions, and to ſet ſome of tne 
Sentences of blefſed Paul againſt them; but, 


alas | Tquick'y felt, when 1 thus did, ſach Ar- 


guings as theſe would return again upon me, 
Though doe made ſo great a Matter of Paul, and 


F his Words, yet how coutd 1 tell, but that in very 


Deed, he being a fubtle and cuming Man, st 


ive 
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giue himſelf up to decerve with ſtrong Deluſcons ; 
and alſo take the Pains and Travel, to unde and 


der his Fellows. 


99. Theſe Suggeſtions (with many. other 


Which at this Tune I may not, nor dare not 


utter, neither by Word or Pen) did . make 
ſuch a Seizure upon my Spirit, and did fo over- 
weigh my Heart, both with their Number, 
Continuance, and fiery Force, that I felt as 
if there were nothing 1 but theſe from Morn- 
ing to Night within me; and as though in- 
deed, there cou!d be Room for nothing elſe; 
and alſo concluded, That God had, in very 
Wrath to my Sul, given me up to them, to 
be earried away with them, as with a nige 
Whirlwind, 


100. Only by the Piſtaſte that they gate 


unto my by 1 felt there was ſomething in me, 


that refuſed to embrace me. But this Conſidera- 5 
tion I then only had, when God gave me Leave 


0 ſwallow my Spittle ; 1 otherwiſe the Noiſę, 


and Strength, and Force of theſe Temptations 
would drown and overflow, and as it were, 


9 all ſuch Thoughts, er the Remembrance 


of any ſuch Thing. While I was in this Temp- 
tation, I often found my Mind ſuddenly put 
upon it to Curſe and Swear, or. to ſpeak ſome 
grievous Thing againſt God, or ein his Son, 
and of the Scriptures. 

101, Now I thought, ſurely I am poſſeſſed 


of the Devil ; At other Times, again I theugut 


I ſhould be bereft of my Wits ; for inſtead 


of ah and e God the Lord with 


3 others, 
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others, if T have but heard him ſpoken of, pre- 
ſently ſome moſt horrible blaiphemous Thought 
or other weuld bolt out of my Heart againſt 


| Fim; ſo that whether I did think that "God 
was, or again did think there was no ſuch 


Thins ; ; no Love, nor Peace, nor gracious 


Difpofition could I feel within me. 

10. Theſe Things did fink me into ver 
deep Deſpair; for I concluded, that ſuch Things 
could not poſſibly be found amongſt them that 
loved Ged. I often, when theſe Temprations 
had bien with Force upon me, did compare 


myſelf to the Caſe of ſuch a Child, whom 


: ome Gypfie hath by Force took up in her 
_ and is carrying from Friend and Coun- 
Kick ſometimes did, and If ſhriek arid 
200 ; but yet 1 was bound in the Wings of the 
„Tem ation, and the Wind would carry me 
away. TI rhoupht/allo of Saua, and of he evil 
Spirit that did poſieſs him; and did greatly fear 
hat my Condition was the lame with that of 
his, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. 

103. In theſe Days, when I have heard 
others talk of what was the Sin againſt the 
Holy Gheſt, then would rhe Tempter fo pro- 
voke me to deſire to En tir 8. 7, that I was 28 
i T could not, muſt not, neither ſhould be 
quiet until 1 had committed it; now no Sin 
would {:rve but that: If it were to be commit- 
ted by ſpeaking of ſuch a Word, then I have 
been as if my Mouth would have ſpoken that 
Word, whether I would or no: And in fe 
ſtrong a Meaſure was | this Tempration upon 

me, 


„ „ . „ Ep wn, 7 wh 
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me, that often I have been ready to clap my 
Hands under my Chin, to hold my Mouth from 
opening ; and bh that End alls I have had 
Thoughts at other Times, to leap with my 
Head "downward, into fome Muckhill hole or 
other, to keep my Mouth from ſpeaking, 

104. Now again I beheld the Condition of 
the Dog and Toad, and counted the Eftate of 
every Thing that God had made, far better 
than this dreadful State of mine, and ſuch as 


my ene was: Vea, gladly would 1 


have been in the Condition of a Dog or Horſe, 
for I knew they had no Souls to periſh under 
the everlaſting Weight of Hell, or Sin, as 
mine was like to do. Nay, and though I ſaw 
this, felt this, and was broken to pieces with 
7; vet that which added to my Sorrowy was, 


chat I could not find, that with all my Soul I 


did deſire Ddiverinee! Tat Scripture did al- 
ſo tear and rend my Soul in the midſt of "theſe 
Diſtractions, The Micted are lite the troubled Sea, 
zwhich cannot ret, 0 Maiers caſt up Mire and 


Dirt. Were is ns Peace to the wicked, faith my 


God, Iba. Ivii. 204 21. 


105, And now' my Heart was, at Times, N 


exceeding hard ; if I would have given à 
Thouſand Pountls for a Tear, I could not ſhed 


one, no, nor ſometimes ſcarce deſire ta ſhed 
one. T was much deſocted, to think that this 


would be my Lot. | ſay ſome could mourn 
and lament their 8in; and others again, could 
rejoice and bleſs God for Chriſt; and others 
ne could quietly talk of, and with Gladneſs 

4 remem- 
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3emember the Ward of God ; while 1 only 
Was in the Storm or Tecpell. This much 
funk me, I thought my Conditien was alone, 
I ſhould the refore much hewail my hard Res 
but get out of, or get rid. of theſe Things, 1 
could not. | 
106. While this Farptation lated, which 
was about a Year, 1 could attend upon none 
af the Ordinances of God, but with fore and 
great Affliction. Yea, then was I moſt di- 
Kreiled with Blaſphemies : If I had been bear- 
ang the Word, then Uncleanneſs, Blaſphemies 


on Deſpair would hold me a Captive there; 


f I have heen Reading, then ſometimes I had 
laden T haughts to queſtion all I read; ſome- 
times again, my Mind would be fo rangely 


ſnatched away, and poſſeſſed with other Things, | 


that I haye neither known, nor regarded, nor 
remembred fo much as the Sentence that but 
naw I haue read. 


107. In Prayer alt I have - been ereatly | 


troubled at this Time; ſometimes I have 
Sade I have felt him behind me, pull my. 

loaths : He woul4 be allo cqutinyally at me 

in Time of Prayer, to have done, break off; 
Make haſte, you have prayed enough, and ſtay 
no lapger ; "ill drawing my Mind away; 
Sometimes alſo he would caſt in ſuch wicked 


Tbeughts as 4þefe, That I muſt pray to him, 
or for bim: I have thought ſametimes of that, 
Fall down; or, if thou wilt foil dez0n and Ware 
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0g. Alſo, when becaufe T haye bad wan 
gering Thoughts in the Time of 55 Dan 
have laboured to compaſe my Mind, and tx 
een ON e Pe the 
Tempter laboufed to qiſtract me, a eh 
found me, and to turn away mY Mind, Oy. 

pilenog v6, my Heajt ane Fancy, ths Form 

of a Buſh, a Bull, a Aus ox the hke, as if 

I ſhould pray to theſe : To thele he would 
allo (a ſome Times eſpecially) ſo bold my 
Migd, that I was as if Fan oy” 
thing elſe, or pray to nothing elſe but to theſe, 
obs ³ð¾ ]? 
T 199. TE « Time I ſhould have ſome ſtrong 
and Heart, affecting Apprehenfions of God, 
and the Reality of the Truth of his Golpel : _ 
ö But, Oh! how would my Heart, af fuch 
8 Times, put forth it felf with unexprefſible. 
Groanings. My whole Soul was then in eyery 
„ Word; I ſhould cry with Pangs alter Goc 
| that he would be merciful unto me : But then 


+ 


I ſhould be daunted again with ſuch Conceits | 
„as theſe ;; I ſhould think that God did mogk 
. at thele my 1 and that in the i 
I Augieyce of the boly Angels, This por foupe If 
Wretch doth hanker after me, as if I bad n- '1: 
ing to da with my Mercy, but to beſtow it " 
15 hich as he. Alas, poor Soul ! bow art thau d. 
ceived ! It is net far fuch as thee ta haue Fave 
, on ter 
110. Then hath. the Tempter come upon 
me alſo with ſuch. Diſcouragements as thelg> 
Yiu are very but for Mercy, but 1 will ot WY 
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vou; thi Frome fall not laſt always :: Many 
"have been as hot as you for a Spirit, but F.have | 
queriched their Zeal, (and with this, ſuch and 
" ſuch, who were fallen off, would. be ſet be 
' fore mine Eyes) Then I would be afraid that 
1 ſhould, d 10 £06 : But, thought I, Lam g lad 
tbis comes into my Mind: Wen, wil watch, 
and take what Care 1 tan, T 2 you do, (ſaid 
Satan) 1 ſhall be tas hard Fr Jo.; T will cool You 
inſenſibiy, by Degrees, by litle and little, What 
care I, (ſaith he) though I be even Years in chil- 
ling your Eleart, if I can do it at lat? Conti- 
nua Ricking vill dull a crying Child afleep : Twill | 
Pu it (laſe, hut { wilt have my End accompliſhed, 
it _ Though you be burning hot at preſent, I can pull 
5 from this Fire, [ ſhall have you cold e it be 
j 1 
. Theſe Things brought ine into great 
Straits; for as Tat preſent could not find my- 
ſelf fit for preſent Death, fo I thought, to live 1 
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1 long, would make me yet more "urifit ; for 
0 Time would make forget al, and wear even 
ſtmde Remembrance of tte Evil of Sin, the + 
Worth of Heaven, and the Need J had of the 7 
1 Blood of Chriſt to waſh me, both out of 
| Mind and Thought: But I thank Chriſt J-tus, 
1 theſe Things did not at preſent make me ſlack 
3 55 Crying, but rather did put me more upon 
1 (like her who met with the Adultefer, 
10 Bk xxii. 26.) in which Days that was a good 
Lit Word to me, after 1 had ſuffer'd theſe” Tuings 
15 a white; 1 am perſuaded that neither Heighth, 
ner Death, wor Life, &. all W us from | 
N 5 85 4 


to the Chief of Sinners. a $9 : 


the Love of Ged, which is in Chrif Poſus, Rom. 
” F viii. 38. And now I hoped long Life would 
I © not deſtroy me, nor make me miſs of Heaven. 
12, Yet 1 had ſome Supports in this Temp- 


tation, though they were then all queſtioned 
4 by me; that! in Jer. iii. at the firſt was ſome- 
1 | -thi ng to me; and ſo was the Conſideration 
» of Verſe 5, of that Chapter ; that though we 
. have ſpoken and done as evil Things as we 


could, yet we ſhall cry unto God, My Father, 
* | thor art the Guide of my Huth; and {ball return 


5 unto bim. 
4 113. J had alſo once a feet Glance from 
; that i in 2 Con v. 12, For be hath made him 


85 to be Sin for us, who Ene no Sin, that we. 
4 might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 
1 member that one Day, as I was fitting in 
a N-ighbour's Houfe, and there very fad at the 
t | Conſideration of my many. Blaſphemies; and 
as I was ſaying in my Mind, What Ground 
K hade I to fay that I, who bats dan ſo vile and 
Tt hk abominable, ſhould ever inherit Eternal Liſe? 

1 That Word came ſudde ly upon me, What 
uf ſhall we ſay to theſe Things © if Gd be for us, 
' wha can be againſt us © Rom, viii. 1 3. That al- 
| fo was an Help unto me, Becauſe I live, you 
> Full lee alſo, John xiv, 19. But theſe Words 
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K were but Hints, Touches, and ſhort Vitits, # 
i] "though, very ſweet when preſent; only the 4 
> | taſted not; but 4% 79 Peter's Sheet, of 4 Judden A 
s were caught up 9282 my to H eaven Lain Res 0 
1 xX. 46. 
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114. But afterwards the Lord did more ful- 


ly and graciouſly diſcgyer himſelf unto me, 


and indeed, did quite, not only deliver me 


from the Guilt that, by theſe Things was laid 


upon my (Conſcience, but alſo from the very 
Filth thereof; for the Temptation was removed, 
ang I was put into my right Mind again, as 
Other Chriſtians were. 

1156. ] remember that one Day, as I was 
travelling into the Cauntry, and muſing on the 
Wickedneſs and Blaſphemy of my Heart, and 


conſidering the Enmity that was in me to God, 


By which I was made to ſee, hot 
again, that God and my Soul were Frigngs | 
by his Blood; yea, I faw that the Juſtice of | 


that Scripture came into. my Mind, Ile bath 


made Peace by the Bleed of bis C 10 Vol. i. WW. 
h again an 


God, and my finful Soul could embrace and 
Kils each other, through his Blood, This was 


* 


Was a good Day to me; I hope I {hall never 
forget it. e 

116. At another Time, as 1 ſat by the Fige 
in my Houſe, and muſing on wy Wretched- 


| Heſs, the Lord made that allo a precious 


% 


Word unto me, Foraſmuch then as Children 
are Partakers of the Fliſh and Bliad, be alfo 
him{elf litetpiſe terk ſ art of the ſanle, that through 
Death he might deftrey him that had the Pawer 
of Death, that is, the Devil; and deliver thaſe 


who through the Fear of Death, were ll ther 


Life ſulject to Bondage, Heb. ii. 14, 18. 1 
tought that the Glory of theſe Words was 
then ſo weighty on me, that I was both once 

: and 


U 
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|; io the Chief of Sinners, G6r - | 
- | — 4 iwice mandy en rden as T fat yet not 
„ with grief and Trouble, but with folid Joy and JI 
5 Peace. BN e 
d 117. At this Time alſo ] fat under the Mi- 
y || © niftry of holy Mr, Gifford, whole Doctrine 
— Goc s Grace, was much for my Stability, JJ 
1 his Man mage it much bis Buſineſs to del 

| yer the People of God from all thoſe hard and JI 
8 unſound Teſts, that by Nature we are prong Il 
e || to. He woyld bid us take ſpecial Heed that 
d we took not up any Truth upon Fruft ; as 

| 


from this, or that, or any other Man or Men; Wi 
but ay mightily to Gog, that he would con- 
A vince us of the Reality thereof, and ſet us MY: 
g | down therein by his oyp Spirit in the Hol 
s Word; for, ſaid he, if you do otherwiſe, when 
of | Temptation comes, if ſtrongly upon you, you 
jd not haying received them with Eyidence from 
s |} Heayen, will find you want that Help and 
= Strength now to reſiſt, that once you thought 
re 118, This was as ſeaſonahle to my Soul, as 
i- the former and latter Rains in their Seaſon; 
is 3 for J had found, ang that by fad Experience, 
472 the Truth of theſe his Words; (for 1 had tel, 
(a no Man can fay, eſpecially when tempted by 1} 
5 the Devil, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, but by 478 
a the Holy Ghoſt,) Wherefore I found my IM 
1e 
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Saul, through Grace, very apt to drink in 

this Doctrine, and to incline to pray to God, 
that in nothing that pertained to God's Glo- 1 
Ty, and my own eternal Happineſs, he would 
Jutfter me to be without the Confirmation 
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thereof from Heaven ; for now I fy clearly, 
there was an exceeding Difference betwixt 


the Notion of the Fiſh and Blood, and the © 


Revelation of God in Heaven ; alſo a' great 


Difference betwixt that Faith that is feizned, 


and according to Man's Wiſdom, and of chat 
which comes "by a Man's being born thereto of 
Ger. Mat. xvi. 15. 1 John v. 1. 

| . But, Oh! now, how was my Soul 
led en Truth to Truth by God ! Even from 


the Birth and Cradle of the Bon of God, to his 


Acceſſion, and Second Coming from Heaven ; 


to judge the World, 


120, Truly, I then found, upon FETY (A 


count, the Great God was very good unto _ 


me; for, to my Remembrance, there was 
not any Thing that I then cried unto God to 


make known, and reveal unto me, but he 
was pleaſed to do it for me; I mean, not one 
Part of the Goſpel of the Lord Jefus, but 1 
Was orderly led into it: Methought I faw 
Vith great Evidence, from the Four "Evange» 
lifts, the wonderful Works of God, in giving 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſave us, from his Conception 
and Birth, even to his Second Coming to 


Judgment: Methought T was as if 1 had 
ken him born, . as if F had ſeen him grow up, 
as if I had ſeen him walk through this Worid, 
from the Cradle to the Croſs; to which aiſo, 
when he came, I faw' how gently he gave 
himſelf to be hanged, and nailed on it, for my 
Sins and wicked doing. Alſo as 1 was muſing 
on this his Progreſs, that . on my is | 


A 


Can MOOT ——_ * . 


to vi Chief 1 Same rn 18 


Ve was ordained for the ler, 1 Pet. i. 22 
20. 
ar When . have conſidered allo. "the 
; Truih of his Reſurre ion, and have remem- 
bred that Word; Much me not, Mary, Ws 
1 have ſcen, as if he bad leaped out of the 
Grave's-Mouth, for Joy that he was rilen 
again, and had got the Conqueſt. over our 
dreadſul Foes, John . 17. I have alſo, in 
the Spirit, ſeen him a Man, on the Right- . 
| | Hand of God the Father for me 3 and have 
ſeen the Manner of his coming from Heaven; 
to judge the World with Glory, and have 
been confirmed in theſe Things by op Scrige © 
tures following, Afis i. 9. 10, and vii, 56, 
and *. 425 Hab. vii. 24. and viii. 38. Rev. | i. 
18. Theſ. We. 17, 18, 
122. Once I was troubled! to know whe- 
ther the Lord Jeſus was Man as well as God, 
and God as well as Man ; and truly, in thoſe 
Days, let Men fay what they would, urlefs Þ _ 
had it with; Evidence from Heaven, all was 
nothing to me, J counted my ſelf not ſet 
down in any Truth of God. Well, I was 
much: troubled about this Point, and could 
not tell how to be feſolved; at laſt, that in 
Kev. v. came into my Mind, And I beheld, 
and lo, in the midff of the. Three and of. the 
four n and in the midſt of the Elders, 
feed a; Lamb. In the midſt of the Throne, | 
thought J, there is the Godhead ; z in the midit 
olf che Eiders, there is his Man-hood : But, 
O [  methought this did „Ar! | & WAS. 2 
| | Pally: 
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goodly Touch, and gave me ſweet adi ett. 2 
That other Scri ipture alſo "if help me much in 
this, To us 4 Child is born, to us a Son & gruen, 
and the Government ſhall. he upon his Shoulders - Fs 
And his Name Pall be cal Mondes ful, Counſel- x | 
Fr, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Taler? he.. 
Prince of Peace, Ke. IE. ix. 6. 
123. Alſo beſides theſe Teachings of God 
in his Word, the Lord made uſe of two Tags 
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to confirm me in this Truth; the one was 
Errors of the Qualen, and the other was the 
Guailt of Sin; tor as the Dughers did oppoſe 
the Truth, fo God did the more confirm me 
in it, by leading me into the Scripture that did 
Render fly maintain it. 5 


124. The Errers chat this People then main- 


tained, were, 


1. Ther the Foy Scripture wwers nat the Word 
ef God. a 


'2, That every Mau in the Herd bad the Spirit 
of gn "Grace, Muub, &c, * 
3. That Chrift Tae, as Crucfied, ind Dyi £ 


Aide Hundred Years ago, > atis Divi 
92 8 7 yr the Sins of the Pi 


That Ch 155 Nas ard z bed was. Yrhin the 
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WR Saints: 
1 3. That the Bodies of FY God and Bad' that 
ere Buried in the Church. Tard, at not * 
0 . NS b 
6. That the Refurpettion is 142 wich God 7 
| | Min already. 4, 


J. That that 72 Jas that was Crues 
MY baton uw — on Mount 0 im the 


FP to the Chief of Sinners. 6 "1 | b. 
Land of Cantan, by Judea, was not Aſcended 1 


abuue the Starry Heavens. 
8. That be ſhould nat, eum the ſame? Jeſus 
t died. by the Hand of 5.5 Jews, came Ggain 
i the Left Day; and as Man, Fudge all Na- 
% #147s, &c. 5 
14 125. Many more vile and abaminahle Things 
pere in thoſe Days fomented by them, by 
which I was driven to a more narrow Search of 
the Scriptures, and was, through their Light 
and Teſtimony, not only enlightned, but F 
greatly confirmed and comforted j mn the Toth: Bo | 1 
And as I ſaid, the Guilt of Sin did help mem. 
much 3 for ill as that would come upon mg, 0 
the Rlood of Chiiſt did take it off age in, and 
again, and again; and 5 too ſweetly, ac- 
cording to the Seripture. O Friends! cry to 
Sod to reveal Teſus Chriſt unto yau ; there is 
none teacheth like him, 
126. It would be too long here to ſtay, to 
tell you in particular, how God did ſet me 
down in all the Things of Chriſt, and how he 
due, that he might do ſa, kad me into his. 
Words; ; Yeh And alſo how he did open them 
unto me, and them ſhine” before me; and 
cauſs them to dwell with me, talk with me, 
4 comfort me ayer. and over,; hoth of his own 
bejog, and the ſong of bus Sow, and Spüle 
ord, ang G 
* Only this, * 1. 744 . I will a _ 
"| wa vou again, that! in general, he was pleas BY 
4, ſed to take this Courſe with me; Firſt, To 
? ff; an he afflicted with Temptations con, If 
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1 cerning them, and then reveal them unto 

. me: As ſometimes I ſhould lie under great 

i Guilt for Sin, even cruſhed to the. Ground 

if therewith ; and then the Lerd would ſhaw 

bi me the Death of Chrift.; yea, ſo fprinkle my | 
0 Conſcience with his Blood, that J ſhould find; | 
i and that before I was aware, that in that | 
fl Conſcience, where but juſt. now did reign 
| and rage the Law, even there would reſt and | 
þ abide the Peace and Love of God, tarough 5 

1 Chri, 

128. Now had an Evidence, as I thought 
of my Salvation from Heaven, with man 
10 golden Seals thereon, all hanging in my Sight: 
Nou could I remember this Manifeſtation, and 
09 the other Diſcovery of Grace, with Comfort; 
i. and would often jong and deſire that the Laſt 
ij: Day were come, that I mi ;ght be for ever in- 
i. Hamed with the Sight, and Joy, and Commu- | 
vp nion with him, whoſe Head was Crowned, | 
i. with Thorns, whoſe Face was (pit on, ane 
if Body broken, and Sou! made an Offering fk 
W my Sins: For whereas before I lay continually mx} 
1 trembling at the Mouth of Hell, new me- 
thought I was got fo far therefrom, that! 
oF eovld not, when J looked back, ſcarce difcern } 
Bit it : And Ob thought I, that I were, Four- 


FIR Gs Years old now, that 1 might dic quickly, 0 
LA 5 
1 fe my Soul might be gone to Reſt. | 
Ns: 129. But before I had got thus far out of Y 
tteſe my Temptations, I did greatly long to 
ſee ſome ancient godly Man's Experience, | 
| i BIG had writ ome Hundreds of Years bud; 


* 
FEA 


to the Chief of Sinners. 67 
fore I was born; for, thoſe who had writ Jl 
in our Days, I thought (but 1 defire them - 
now to pardon me) that they had writ onyx 
that which others felt; or elſe had, through 
the Strength of their Wits and Parts, ſtudied 
to anſwer. ſuch Objections as they perceived 
others were perplexed with, without going 
down themſelves into the Deep, Well, after 
many ſuch Longings in my Mind, the God, 
in whoſe Hands are all our Days and Weys, 

_ did*caſt into my Hand (one Day) a Book of 
Martin Luthers; it was his Comment on the 
Galatians ; it alſo was ſo old, that it was ready 
to fall Piece from Piece if I did but turn it 

over. Now I was pleaſed mueh, that ſuch an 
old Book had fallen into my Hands; the which, 
hen J had but a little Way peruſed, I found 
my Condition in his Experience, ſo largely and „ 
profoundly handled, as if his Book had been 
written out of my Heart, This made me mar- 
vel zu for thus thought I, This Man could not 9 
know any Thing of the State of Chriſtians F 
no, but muſt needs write and ſpeak the Expe- 
riente of; former Daß 'Y 
130. Beſides, he doth moſt Fly alſo in 
that Book, debate of the Riſe of theſe Temp- Ii 
tations, namely, Blaſphemy, Deſperation, 
1 and the like; ſhewing that the Law of Mo/es, 
% -as well as the Devil, Death, and Hell, hath 
az very great Hand therein: The which at fuft, 
12 Was very ſtrange to me; but conſidering and 
watching, I found it ſo indeed. But of Par- 
ticulats hete, I intend nothing; only this 
8 0905 | 7 methinkg 
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- methinks I muſt let fall before all Meg, I do 
prefer this Book of Martin Lutber upon the 


Galatiens (excepting the Holy Bible) 3 al! 
the Books that ever J have ſeen, as moſt kt for - 
a wourded Conſcience. : 
131. And now 1 found, as I thought, Fe 


I lowed Chriſt day: Oh! methought my 


Soul clexved unto him, my Aſfections cleaved 
unto him: I felt Love to him as bot as Fire, 
and new, as Job ſaid, I thought I ſhould die 


in my Neſt; but I did quickly find, that my 
great Love was but too little; and that I, who 
Had, as I thought, ſuch burning Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, could let him go again for a very Tri- 


fle ; God can tell how to abaſe us, and can hide 


Pride from Man. Quickly after this my Love 


was yd to Purpoſe. 
132. For after the Lord had, in this Man- 


ner, thus graciouſly delivered me from this | 
_ great and fore Temptation, and had ſet me 
q wa ſo ſweetly in the Faith of his holy Gal- 


Pel, and bad given me ſuch ſtrong Canſola- 


tæon and vieſſed Evidence from Heaven, touch - 
ing my Intereſt in his Love through Chrilt ; 

the Tempter came upon we again, and that 
with a more grievous end dread fu Feen 
. Khan before. | 


123: A0 bas wes, Te 2 onto ag 


this moft lea. Chill, Is exchange him for the 
Things of this Life, for om Thing." The Temp- 
tation lay upon me for the Space of A, Yours 
and did fellow me ſo continually, that I was 
not rid of it one Nay' in a Month. ha, det 


ſome | 


1 89 


Ma 9 


phemous ones. 


to the Chief of Smners, 69 
ſome Time one Hout in many Days together, 
unleſs when T was aſteep p: e i 

134. And though, in my Judgment, I was 
perſuaded, that thoſe whe were onee effectu- 
ally in Chriſt, (as 1 hoped, through his Grace; 
T had ſeen myfelf ) I could never loſe him for 
ever ; (For the Land fhail nos he fold for every 
for the Land is mine, faith God, Lev. xxv. 23.) 
yet it was a contirual Vexation to me, to 
think that 1 Qtould have ſo much as orie ſwehs 
Thought within me againſt a Chriſt, a Jeſus, | 
that had done for me as he had done; and yer 
then I had almoſt none others, but ſuck blaf- 


135. But it was neither my Diſlike of the 
Thought, nor yet any Defice and endeavour to 
refit it, that in the leaſt did ſhake or abate 
the Continuation or Force and Strength there- 
of; for it did always, in almoft whatever - 
thought, intermix it ſelf therewith, in ſuch 
Sort, that I could neither eat my Food, ſtoop 


for a Pin, chop a Stick, or caſt mine Eye to 
look on this or that, but fill the Temptation 


would come, Sell Ghrift' for this, or ſell Ghrift 


for that; fell him, fell bim. 


* LY 


136. Sometimes it wonld run in my 
Thoughts, mot fo Tittle as a Hundred Times 
together, Sell hn, fell him, fell bim : Againſt 
which, I may ſay, for whole Hours together, 


I have been forced to ſtand as contineally* '» JN 


leaning and forcing my Spirit againſt it, left 
haply, Before I were aware, ſome wicked 


Tnougbt might avife in my Heart, chat might 


conſent 
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cConſent thereto; and ſometimes the Tempter 
4 would make me believe I had conſented to it, 
but then ſhould J be, as tortured upon a Rack, 

for whole Days together. 3:09 
137. This Temptation did put me to fuch | 
Scares, leſt I ſhould at ſome Times, I ſay, con- 
{rat thereto, and be overcome therewith, that 
by the very Foge of my Mind, in labouring 
to gainſay and reſiſt this Wickedneſs, my very 
Body would be put into Action or ee 
by way of puſhing or thruſting with my 
Hands or Elbows ; ſtill anſwering, as faſt as - Ml 
the Deſtroyer faid, Sell him; TI wil net, I will | 
not, I will not; no, not for Thoufands, Thouſands, 
Thouſands of Wirlds : Thus reckoning, left I 
ſhould, in the midſt of theſe Aſſaults, ſet too 
low a Value on him, even until J ſcarce well 
knew where I was, or how to be compoſed 
again, n 5h | 8 . 0 D of 
138. At theſe Seaſons he would not let me 
ext my Food at quiet; but, forivoth, when 1 
was ſet at the Table at any Meat, I muſt go 
hence to pray; I muſt leave my Food now, and 
+ juſt now, ſo counterfeit Holy alſo would this 
Devil be. When I was thus tempted, I would 
ſay in myſelf, Now JI am at Meat, let me make 
an End. No, faid he, you muſt do it now, or 
von wall diſpleaſe Gad, and deſpiſe Ghriſt, Where 
fe I was much afflicted with theſe Things; 
and becauſe of the Sinfulneſs of my Nature 
© | (unagining that theſe were Impulſes from God) 
1 ſhould deny to do it, as if I denied God; 
and then ſhould I not be as guilty, becauſe 1 
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did not obey a Temptation of the Devil, as if 
J had broken the Law of God indeed. | 
139. But to be brief, One Morning as I did 
lie in my Bed, I was, as at other Times, moſt 
hercely aNaulted with this Temptation, To fell 
and part with Chrift ; the wicked Suggeſtion 


ſtill running in my Mind, Sell him, ſell him, 


fell him, fell him, fell bim, as faſt as a Man could 
ſpeak : Againſt which alſo, in my Mind, as at 
other Times, I anſwered, No, no, not for | 
Thouſands, Thouſands, Thouſands, at leaſt wen 
ty Fimes together: But at laſt, after much 
ſtriving, even until I was almoſt out of Breath, 
I felt this Thought paſs through my Heart, Let 
him go, if be will ; and J thought alto, that I 
telt my Heart freely conſent thereto, Ol the 
Diligence of Satan Oh, the De eſperateneſs of 
0¹ Man's Heart! 

140. Now was the Battle won, and down 
tell I, as 2 Bird that is ſhot from the Top of a 
Tres, into great Guilt,, and fearful Dei pair. 
Thus getting out of my Bed, I went moping 
into the Field; but God knows, with as 
heavy an Heart as mortal Man, I think, could 
bear; where for the Space of two Hours, 1 
Was like a Man bereft of Life, and, as now, 
paſt all Recovery, and bound over to eternal 
Paniſhment, 

141. And withal, that Scripture did ine | 
upon my Sul, Or þ prophon Perſon, as Elauy 
ꝛ0 % for one Morſel of Meat, foll bis Birch-right . 


For ye know, how that afterwards, when" be 


Would bave inherited the Bu i1g, he was 6p 


PE | jected ; 
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Jjecled; for he found 10 Place of 


16, 17. 8 


7 


142. Now was I as one bound, I felt my- 


ſelf ſhut up unto che Judgment to come; 
nothing now, for two Years together, would 


abide with me, but Damnation, and an Ex- 


pectation of Danination : I ſay, nothing now 


would abide with me but this, fave ſome few 


6 


Moments for Relief, as in the Sequel you will 


143. Theſe Words were to my Soul, like 
Fetters of Braſs to my Legs, in the continual 


Sound of Which I went tor ſeveral Months 
together. But about Ten or Eleven o'Clock 


on that Day, as I was walking under an Hedge 
(full of Sorrow and Guilt, God knows) and 


bemoaning myſelf for this hard Hap, that 
ſuch 2 Thought ſhould ariſe within me, ſud- 


denly this Sentence rufh2d in upon me, 7% 
Blood of Chriſt ræmits all Guilt; At this I made 
a Stand in my Spirit: With that this Word 
took hold upon me, The Blood of Feſus Chriſt 
hit own Son, cleatiſed' us from all Sin, x John 


i | | 

144. Now I began to conceive Peace in my 
Soul, and methought I faw, as if the Temp- 
ter did leer and ſteal away from me, as being 


* 


altiamed' of What he bad done. At the ſame 


Time alſo I had my Sin, and the Blood of 
Chriſt, thus repreſented to me, That my Sin, 
when compared to the Blood of Ghrift, was 
no more to it) than this little Clod or Stone” BN 


Repemamce, | 
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before me, is to this vaſt and wide Field that 
here I ſee, This gave me good Encourage- 
ment for the Space of two or three Hours ; 
in which Time alſo, methought, I ſaw, by 
Faith, the Son of Ged, as fuffering for my 
Sins: But becauſe it tarried not, Þ therefore 
ſunk in my Spirit, under exceeding Guilt 
again. 
1545. But chiefly by the afore-nentioned 
WY Sccipture concerning #/az's ſelling of his Birth- 
right; for that Scripture would lie all Day 
long in my Mind, and hold me down, ſo that 
© 1 could by no Means lift up myſelf; for when 
I would ftrive to turn to this Scripture or that, 
for Relief, ſtill that Sentence would be ſound- 
ing in me; For ye know how that afterwards, 
RY then he would have inherited the Bleſſing, be 
== found no Place of Fepentance, though he fought it 
carefully with Tears, 
140. Sometimes, indeed, I ſhould have a 
Touch from that in Luke xxii. ar. 1 baue 
Prayed for thee that thy Faith fail not; but it 
would not abide upon me; neither could! 
indeed, when 1 conſidered my State, find 
1 Cound to conceive in the leaſt, 'that there 
8 ſhou'd be the Root of that Grace in me, hav- 
ing finned as I had done, Now was J tore 
3 in an heav F Caſe for many Days to- 
getner.. 

147. Then 3 I with fad and careful 
Heart, to confider of the Nature and Large- 
nels of my Sin, and to ſearch into the Word 
t God, if I could in 5 Place eſpy a * 
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of Promiſe, or any encouraging Sentence, by v 

which I might take Relief. herefore I be. 
gan to conſider that of Mari iii, All Monner n 

of Sins and Blaſphemies ſhall be forgroen unto fr 
| the Sons of Men, wherewith ſoever they ae pe 
blaſpheme, Which Place, methought, at a 
Bluſh, did contain a large and glorious Pro- 
miſe for the Pardon of high Offences ; but 
conſidering the Place more fully, I thought it 
Was rather to be underſtood, as relating more 
cChiefly to thoſe who had, while in a natural 
Eſtate, committed ſuch Things as there are 


mentioned; but not to me, who had not only $ w 
received Light and Mercy, but that had both foi 

_ .. after, and allo contrary to that, ſo lighted Chriſt T. 
zs 1 had done. Ind 
148, 1 feared therefore that this wicked Sin pa 

of mine, might be that Sin unpardonable, of ar 
which he there thus ſpeaketh, But he that i i: 
all blaſpheme againſt the Haly Gbot, hath never Wl pr: 
Forgiveneſs, but is in Danger of Eternal Dam- : 
nation, Mark iii, And I did the rather give lin 
Credit to this, becauſe of that Sentence in the Bf wi 
 Hiebrews, For you know bow that afterwards, Nof 
rohen he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he wa: dor 
» Tejetied ; for be fcund no Place of Repentquee, Wi ac 
; though be ſought it carefully with Tears. Ane Cri 
this ſtuck always with ne. and 
149. And now was I both a Burthen and 2 tha 
Terror to myſelf; nor did I ever ſo know, as we: 
now, what it was to be weary of my Life, the 


and yet afraid to die. Ohs how Badly yy aol 


__ —  — — Rr 
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would I have been any body but myſelf | [ any 


my own ! for there was nothing did paſs more 
W frequently over my Mind, than that it was im- 
poſſible for me to be forgiven my Tranſgreflion, 
and to be ſaved from the Wrath to come. 
150, And now began I to labour to call 


it fand Times twice told, that the Day was yet 
edo come, when I ſhould be tempted to ſuch a. 
al Sin; concluding with great Indignation, both 
re BY againſt my Heart, and all A faults, how I 
'v would rather have been torn in Pieces, than be 


it Thoughts, and Wiſhings, and Reſolvings, were 
| now too late to help me; this Thought had 


„me as in Months paſt, as m the Dy when God 
er Dreſerved me] Job xxix. 2. 


n- 151. Then again, being loth and unwil⸗ 
ling to periſh, J began to compare my Sin 


with others, to ſee if I could find that any 
of thoſe that were ſaved, bad done as I had 
done. So I conſidered David's Adultery, 
and Murder, and found them moſt heinous 
Crimes; and thoſe too committed after Light 


that his Tranſgreſſions were only ſuch as 
WY vere againſt he Law of Aoſes; from which 
thc Lord Chriſt could, with the Conſent of 
bis Word, deliver him: But mine was againſt 
D ONT; Goel; 


Thing but a Man, and in any Condition but 


| again Time that was paſt ; withing a Thou. 


found a Conſenter thereto, But, alas! theſe. 


in paſſed my Heart, God hath let me go, and 
of 8 2in fallen, Oh ! thought I, that it was with 


and Grace received: But yet by conſidering 
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Goſpel; yea, againſt the Mediator thereof ; 1 


had fold my Saviour. 

152. Now again ſhould 1 be as i racked 
upon the Wheel, when I conſidered, Thar, 
beſides the Gaile that poſſeſſed me, L ſhou'd 
be ſo void of Grace, ſo bewitched, What, 
thought I, muſt it be no Sin but this? Muſt it 
needs be the great Tranſgreſſun £ Plalm xix 


13. Muſt that wicked One touch my Soul ? f 


x John v. 18. Oh, what Sting did I find in 
all theſe Sentences | l 
153. What, thought I, Is there but one Sin : 
that is unpardonable? But one Sin that layech 
the Saul without the Reach of Gud's Mercy; 
and muſt I be guilty of that? Muſt it needs 
de that? Is there but one Sin among ſo many 5 
Millions of Sins, for Which there is no For- 1 
giveneſs; and muſt I commit this? Oh, un- 

happy Sin! Oh, unhappy Man! Theſe Tl hings | 
would ſo break and contound my Spirit, that | F 
could not tell what to do; I thought at Times, 
they would have broke my Wits ; and fill g 
to aggravate my Miſery, that would un inf 
my! Mind, You know how thut afterwards, wo: { 
he would hoins inherited the Bleſſing, he was re- 
jected. Oh! none knows the Terrors of cho. 
Days but myſelf. 

154. After this I began to conſider of Pe. 
ter's Sin, which he committed-in denying hi 
Maſter ; And indeed, this came nig neſt ro 
mine, of any that I could find, 5 he had 
denied his Savionr, as I, after Licht and Mer! 
cy received; z yea, and that too, | after Warn! 

| 2 ing | 
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ing given him. I alſo conſidered, that he did 
it once and twice; and that, alder Time to 
conſider betwixt. But though I put all theſe 
Circumſtences together, that, if poſſible, I 
might find Help, yet I conſidered again, that 
his was but a Denial of his Maſter, but mine 
was, a Selling of my Saviour, Wherefore 1 
thought bury myſelf, that I eme nearer to Ju- 
das, than either to Baum or Peter. 

155. Here again my Torment would flame 
out and afflict me; yea, it would grind me, 
as it were to Powder, to conſider the Preſerva- 
tion of God towards others, while I fell into 
the Snare; for in my thus conſidering of other 
Mens Sins, and comparing of them with mine 
own, I could evidently- ſee, God preferyed 
them, notwithſtanding their Wickedneſs, and 
would not Jet them, 3 as he had let 1 the, become 
A Son of Perdition. 

156. But Oh, how did my Soul at this 
Time prize the Preſervation vl Jod did ſet 
about his People]! Ah, how ſafely did I ſee 
them walk, whom God had hedged in ! They 
were within his Care, Protection, and ſpecial 
Providence: Though the 7 were full as bal as 
i by Nature; vet becauſe he loved them, he 
would not ſuffer them to fall without the 
Range of Mercy: But as for me, 1 was gone, 
I had done it ; he would not preſerve me, 
nor keep me; but ſuffered me, becauſe I was 
a Reprobate, to fall as I hal done. Now did 
thoſe bleſſed Places that ſpeak of God's keep- 


tag his as, fs thine like the Sun before me, 
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though not to comfort me, yet to ſhew me the 
bleſſed State and Heritage of thoſe whom the 
Lord had bleſſed. 

157. Now I ſaw, that as God had his Hand 
in all the Providences and Diſpenſations that 
overtook his Elect; fo he had his Hand in all 

the Temptations that they had to fin againſt 
bim; not to animate them to Wickedneſs, 
but to chuſe their Temptations and Troubles 
for them; and alfo to leave them for a Time, 
to ſuch Things only that might not deſtroy, 
but humble them; as might not put them 
beyond, but lay them in the Way of the re- 
newirg his Mercy. But Oh what Love, 
what Care, what Kindn- 6 and Mercy did I 
now fee, mixing itſelf. with the moſt ſevere 
and dreadful of all God's Ways to his People] 
He would let David, Hezetiah, Solomon, Pe. 
ter, and others fall, but he wonld not let 
them fall into the Sin unpardonable, nor into 
Hell for Sin. Oh! thought I, theſe be the 
Men that God hath loved; theſe be the Men 
that God, though he chaſtiſcth them, keeps 
them in Safety by him; and them whom he 
makes to abide under the Shadow of the Al- 

mighty. But all theſe Thoughts added Sor- 
row, Grief, and Horror to me, as whatever 
I now thought on, it was killing to me. If 
1 Ars how God kept his own, that was 


killing to me; if I thought of how I Was 
fallen myſelf, that was killing to me. As all - 


Things wrought together for the beſt, and to 
do good to them that were the Called, accord- 


ing 
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ing to his Purpoſe; ſo I thought that all Things 
wrought for Damage, and for my eternal Over- 
throw. | 

158. Then again J began to compare my 
Sin with the Sin of Fudas, that, if poſſible, 
I might find if mine differed from that, which 


in Truth, is unpardonable : And Oh! thought 


I, if it ſhould differ from it, though but the | 
Breadth of an Hair, what a happy Condition 


is my Soul in; and by conſidering, I found 


that Judas did this intentionally, but mine 
was againſt Prayer and Strivings; beſides, his 
Was committed with much D: Iden en but 
mine in a fearful Hurry, on a ſudden; all this 
while I was toſſed to and fro, like the Locuſt, 
and driven from Trouble to Sorrow; hearing 
always the Sound of Eſau's Fall in mine Ears, 
and the dreadful Conſequences thereof. ä 
159. Vet this Conſideration about Judas 
Nis Sin was, for a while, ſome little Relief to 
me; for I ſaw I had not, as to the Circum- 
ſtances, tranſereſſed fo fully as. he. But this 
was quickly gone again, for I thought with 
myſelf, there might be more Ways than one 


to commit this unpardonable Sin; alſo 1 
thought that thefe might be Degrees of that, 


as well as of other Tranſgreſſions; 3 where- 
fore, for ought I yet could perceive, this Ini- 
quity of mine might be ſuch, as might never 


be paſſed by. 


160. I was often now 8 that I ſhould | 
be like ſuch an ugly Man as Judas: I thought 


D4 
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alſo how loathſome I ſhould be unto all the 


Saints in the Day of Judgment: Inſomuch 


that now I could ſcarce ſee a good Man, that 


1 believed had a good Conſcience, but I ſhould 


teel my, Heart tremble at him. while I was in 


his Preſence. Oh ! now I ſaw a Glory in 
walking with God, and what a Mercy it was 
to have a good Conſcience before him. 

161. I was much abcut that Time tempted 
to content myſelf by receiving ſome falſe Opini- 
ons:3-a5, That there ſhould be go ſuch Thing 


as,a Day of Judgment, that we ſhould not 
111e again, and that Sin was no ſuch grievous | 


Thing: The 'Tempter ſuggeſting thus, For if 
theſe Things fheuld indeed be true, Jet to believe 
otherwiſe, would yield you Eaſe for the preſent. 


If you muſt periſh, never torment yourſelf ſ much 


before hand; drive the Thoughts of Damning out 
of your Mind, ty poſſeſſing your Mind with fome 


Jo Concluſions that Atheiſts and Ranters uſe o 


belp themſelves withal, 


162, But, Oh! when ſuch Thoughts have: 
led through my Heart, how, as it were, with- 
in a Step, hath Death and Judgment been in 
my View | Methought the Julge ſtcod at the 
Door, I was as if come already 3 fo that ſuch . 
Things could have no Entertainment. But 
methinks, I ſee by this, that Satan will uſe 
any Means to keep the Soul from Chriſt; he 
loveth not an awakened Frame of Spirit; Se- 
curity, Blindncſs, Darkneſs and Error, is the 
very Kingdom and Habitation of the Wicked 
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163. I found it a hard Work now to pray 
to Gad, becaule Deipair was ſwallowing me 
up; I thought I was as with a Tempeſt, dri- 
ven away from God, for always when I cried 
to God for Mercy, this would come in, *Trs 
to late, I am li, rod hath let me fall ; not to 
any Correction, but my Condemnation : My Sin 
is unpardonable; and I know, concerning Elau, 


how that after he had ſeld his Birth-right, he 


would bade received the Ble{ſmg, but was re- 
tefted, About this Lime I did light on that 
dreadful Story of that miſerable Mortal Fran- 
cis Spira; a Book that was to my troubled 
Spirit, as Salt, when mibed into a freſh 
Wound; every Sentence in that Book, every 


Groan of that Man, with all the reſt of his 


Actions in his Dolours, as his Tears, his 
Prayers, his gnaſhing of "Teeth, his wring- 
ing of Hands, his twiſting, , and languiſhing, 
and pining away uader that mighty Hand of 
God that was upon him, was as Knives and 
Daggers in my Soul; eſpecially that Sentence 
of his was frightful to me, Man knows the Be- 
 ginning of Sin, but who vounds the Iſſues thereaf ? 
Then would the former Sentence, as the Con- 
cluſion of all, fall like an hot Thunderbolt 


again upon ry Conſcience ; For you know how 


that afierwards, when he would have inherited 


the Ebſſing, be nas rejected"; for he found no 


Place of Repentane, though he faught it carefully 
nth Trare': © ron,” 5 


164. Then would. I be ſtruck into a very 


great Trembling, uuomuch that at ſome Times 
x 95 I could, 
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I could, for whole Days together, feel my very 
Body, as well as my Mind, to ſhake and totter 


under the Senſe of this dreadful Judgment of 
S God, that would fall on thoſe that have ſinned 
that moſt fearful and unpardonable Sin. I felt 
alſo ſuch a Clopging and Heat at my Stomach, 


by reaſon of this my Terror, that I was, eſpe- 


_ cially at fome Times, as if my Breaſt-Bone 
would ſplit aſunder; then I thought concerning 
that of Judas, who by Hi; falling * heaalony burſ! | 


efunder, and ail his Bowels guſhed out, Acts i. 


165. I feared alſo that this was the Mark | 
that God did ſet on Cain, even continual Fear | 
a:d Trembling, under the heavy Load of 
_ Guilt, that he had charged on him for the | 
Blood of his Brother Abel. Thus did I wind, 
and twine, and ſhrink under the Burthen that 


was upon me; which Burthen alſo did fo op- 
preſs me, that L could neither ſtand nor go, nor 
lie either at Reſt or Quiet. 

166. Vet that Saying would ſometimes come 


into my Mind, He hath received Gifis far the | 


Rebelllous, Pf. beviii, 18, The Rebellious, thought 


I; Why, ſurely they are ſuch as once were un- 


der Subje tion to their Prince, even thoſe who 


after ttey have once ſworn Subjection to his 


Government, have taken up Arms againſt him; 
and this, thought I, is my very Condition: I 


once loved him, feared him, ſerved him; but 
now I am a Rebel; [ have fold him, have 
laid, Let bim go if be "wilt; but yet be has Gifts 


for Rebels, and then why not for me? 


"ht 4 167. Th 
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167. This ſometimes I thought on, and. 


4 would labour to take hold thereof, that ſome, 

f though ſmall Refreſhment, might have been 15 
4 conceived by me; but in this alſo I miſſed of if 
N my Deſire; I was driven with Force beyond Wh 
| it, I was like a Man going to Execution, even 
- by that Place where he would fain creep in and 

. hide himſelf, but may not, 

, 168, Apain, after I had thus conſidered the 


Sins of the Saints in particular, and found mine 
= went beyond them, then I began to think with 
- | mylelf, Set the Caſe I ſhould put all theirs to- 

W gether, and mine alme againſt them, might L 
- | ot then find Encouragement ? For if Mine, 

Y though bigger than any one, yet ſhould be but 
equa] to all, then there is Hopes; far that 
Biood that hath Virtue enough in it to waſh + 
away all theirs, hath Virtue enough, in it to 
waſh away mine, though this one be full as big, 
if not bigger than all theirs. Here again, I 
would conſt der the Sin of David, of Solomon, 
of Manaſſeh, of Peter, and the reſt of the 
great Offenders; and would alſo labour, what 
might with Fairness, to aggravate and heighten 
their Sins by ſeveral Circumſtances. 

169. I would think with myſelf that Da- 
vid ſhed Blood to cover his Adultery, and that Wh 
by the Sword of the Children of Ammon; a 1 
Work that could not be done, but by Con- _ : 
irivance, Which was a great Aggravation to WM | 
his Sin. But then this would turn upon me : Fi! 
Ah! but theſe were but Sins againſt the Law, | 
trom which there Was a Jeſus ſent to fave © © 
them 
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them; but yours is a Sin againſt the Saviour, 
and who ſhall fave you from that? 


170. Then I thought en Sobmun, and how 
he ſinned in loving ſtrange Women, in falling 
away to their Idols, in building them Temples, 
in doing this after Light, in his Old Age, at- 
ter great Mercy received: But the ſame Con- 
Clufion that cut me off in the former Confide- 


ration, cut me off as to this; namely, "That 


all thoſe were but Sins againft the Law, for 


which God had provided a Remedy; but I had 
fold my Saviour, and there remained no more 


Sacrifice for Sin. 
7 1. I wculd then add to theſe Mens Sins, 
the Sins of Aanaſſeb ;, how that he built Al- 


tars for Idols in the Rouſe of the Lord; he 


allo obſerved Times, uſed Inchantments, had 


to do with Wizards, was a Wizard, had his 


Familiar Sp rits, burned his Children in the 
Fire in Sacrifice to Devils, and made the Streets 
of Feruſalum run down with the Blood of In- 
n:cents, Theſe, thought I, are great Sins, 
Sins of a bloody Colour, but yet it would turn 
again upon me, They are none of them of the Na- 
ture of yours ; you have parted with Feſus, you 
have fold your Savuur. ALE 

172. This one Conſideration would always 
kill my Heart, my Sin was point-blank againſt 
my Saviour; and that tuo, at that Heighth, 
that J had in my Heart iaid of bim, Let bim 
go if he will, Oh ! methought this Sin was 
tigger than tte Sins of a C.untry, of a King- 


dom, or of the whole World, no one par- 


donable, 
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donable; nor all of them together, was able 


to w_ mine; mine out-went them ey 
_ 


Now 1 add find my Mind to flee 


on. God, as from the "de of a dreadiul 
Judge; yet this was my Torment, I could 
not eſcape his Hand: (I is 4 fearful Thing to 


fall into the Hands of the Living God, Heb, x.) 


But, bleſſed be his Grace, that Scripture, 3 in 
theſe flying Fits, would call, as running at- 
ter me, I have blotted out, as a thick Cloud, thy 


Tranſgrefſions ; and ds a Cloud, thy Sins: Re- 


turn unto. me, for 1 have redeemed thee, Laiah 


Xi, 22, This, I ſay, would come in upon 
my Mind, when I was fleeing from the Face of 


God ; foe I did flee from his Face, that is, 
my Mind and Spirit fled before him; by rea» 
ſon of his Highneſs, I could not endure + 
Then would the Text cry, Return unto me ; 
it would cry aloud with a very great Voice, 
Return unto me, for I have redeemed thee. In- 
deed, this would make, me make a little Stop, 


| and, as it were, look over my Shoulder behind 


me, to ſee if I could diſcern that the God of 
Grace did follow me with a Pardon in his 


Hand, but I could no ſeoner do that, but all 


would be clouded and darkned again by that 
Sentence, For you know, how that afierwards, 
when be would have inherited the Bleſſing, he 
Found no Place of Repentance, though he ſought 
u carefully with Tears, Wherefore I could 
not refrain, but fled, though at ſome Times it 


55 Return Retr, as it did hollow after 
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8 GRACE Abounding 
me: But I feared to cloſe in therewith, leſt it 


ſhould not come from God ; for that other, as 


I faid, was ftill founding in my Conſcience, 


For you know that afterwards, when he would have 
inherited the Bleſſing, he was rqettad, &c. 


174. Once as I was walking to and fro in 


a good Man's Shop, bemoaning of myſelf in 


my fad and doleful State, afflicting myſelf 


with Self-abhorrence for this wicked and un- 


godly Thought; lamenting alſo this hard 


Hap of mine, for that I ſhould commit ſo 


great a Sin, greatly fearing I ſhould not be 
pardoned ; praying alſo in my Heart, that if 
this Sin of mine did differ from that. againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord would ſhew it me. 
And being now ready to ſink with Fear, ſud- 
denly there was, as if there had ruſhed in at 
tie Window, the Noiſe of Wind upon me, 


but very pleaſant, and as if I heard a Voice 


ſpeaking, Drid/? thou ever refuſe to be juſtified by 
the Bleed of Chrijft ? And withal, my whole 
Life of Profeſſion paſt, was in a Moment op2n= 
ed to me, wherein I was made to fee, that 
defignedly J had not: So my Heart anſwered 
groaningſy, No, Then fell, with Power, that 
Word of God upon me, See that ye refuje not 
him that fpeaketh, Heb, xii. 25. This niade 
a ſtrange Seizure upon my Spirit, it brought 
Light with it, and commanded a Silence iu 
my Heart, of all thoſe tumultuous Thoughts, 
that did before uſe, like maſterleſs Hell- hounds, 


to roar and bellow, and make an hidequs: 


Noiſe within me. It thewed me alſo that 
| Jeſus 


What it was, I 


r 
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Jeſus Chriſt had yet a Word of Grace and 
Mercy for me, that he had not, as I had 


feared, quite forfaken and caft off my Soul; 


yea, this was a kind of Check for my Prone- 


neſs to Deſperation ; a kind of threatening 
of me, if I did, notwithſtanding my Sins, and 


the Heinouſneſs of them, venture my Salva- 


tien upon the Son of God. But as to my 


determining about this ſtrange Diſpenſation, 
ow not; or from whence 


it came, I know. not; I have not yet in 
Twenty Years Time to make a Judgment of 
it, I thought then here what I ſhould be both 
ib ſbeek, Hut verily that ſudden ruſhing Wind 
was, as if an Angel had come upon me, but 


both it, and the Salvation, I will leave until 
the Day of Judgment; only this I ſay, it 


commanded a great Calm in my Soul, it per- 


ſuaded me there might be Hope: It ſhewed 


me, as I thought, what the Sin unpardonable 


vas, and that my Soul had yet the bleſſed 
Privilege to flee to Jeſus Chriſt for Mercy. 


But I fay, concerning this Diſpenſation; I 


know not what to ſay unto it yet; which 
was alſo, in Truth, the Cauſe, that at firſt 


J did not fpeak of it in the Book; I do now 
alſo leave it to be thought on by Men of ſound 


Judgment. I lay not the Streſs of my Salva» 


tion thereupon, but upon the Lord Jeſus, in 
the Promiſe z yet ſeeing I am here unfolding 


of my ſecret Things, I thought it might not 


be altogether inexpedient to let this alio ſhew 


tft, though I cannot now relate the Matter 


» 
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| 33 GRACE Mundy 
| as there I did experience it. This laſted in 


the Savour of it, for about three or four Days, 
| and then I began to miſtruſt, and to deſpair 
1 (EE again, | 


. Wherefore ſtill my Life hung in doubt. 
before me, not knowing which Way 1 ſhou'd 
tip, only this I found my Soul defixe, even to 

caſt itſelf at the Foot of Grace, by Prayer 
1 and Supplication. But Oh! 'twas hard for 
0 me now, to have the Face to pray to this 

i Chriſt for Mercy, againſt whom I had thus 

” vilely finned: "Twas hard Work, I ſay, to 

j}' offer to look him in the Face, alt whom - 

I had ſo vilely ſinned; and indeed 1 have found 

. it as difficult to come to God by Prayer, al- 
ter Back- fliding from him, as to do any other 

Thing. Oh, the Shame that did now attend 

bt me! eſpecially when I thought, I am now a 

going to pray to him for Mercy, that I had fo 


Wh muſt go to him, and humble myſelf unto him, 
and beg that be, of his wonderful Mercy, 
would ſhew Pity to me, and have dre upon 
; my wretched ſinful Soul. 
17576. Whict, when the Tempter perceiv'd,. 
he ſtrongly ſuggcſted to me, That 1 ought nat to 
hf pray t Gd, for Prayer was not for am in my 
t Caſe, neither could i do. me good, becauſe Thad 
 7eedted the Mediator, by wham all F as pane 


I Jightly cſtcemed but a while before! I Was a- 
 fhamel; yea, even confounded, becauſe this 
| i | Vilany "had been committed by me: But I 
fa that there was but one Way with me, I 
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with Acceptance to God the Father ; and without 
whom, no Prayer could came into his Pre ſence © 


Wherefore now to pray, is but to add Sin to Sin 3 


yea, now. to pray, ſeeing Cad has caſt you off, is 
the next Way to anger and offend him more than you 
ever did before. 

77. For God ( ith he) hath zern weary. of 
you for theſe ſeveral Years already, becauſe you 
are none of his; your Bawlings in his Ears, wo 
been no pleaſant Vaire to him; and therefore he 
let you fin" in this Sin, that you might be quite 
cut F; and will you pray Sul? This the Devil 
urged, and ſet forth that in Numbers, when 


Alsfes ſaid to the Children of J/rae!, That 


becauſe they would not go up 10 poſſeſs the Land, 
when God would have them, therefore for ever 
he did bar them out from thence, though they 


prayed they might with Tears, Numb. xiv. 30 . 


37, &c 


178. As tis faid i in another 8 Reed. xi. a 
14. The Man that fins preſumptuouſly ſhall be. 
taten from God's Altar, that he may die; even 


as 7oab was by King Solomon, when he thought 


to find Shelter there, 1 'Kings ii. 27, 28, Cc. if 
Theſe Places did. pinch me very ſore; yet 


my Caſe being deſperate, I thought with my- 
ſelf, I can but die; and if it muſt. be fo, it 
ſhall once be ſaid, That ſurh an one died at the. 
Fort of Cbriſt in Prayer. This I did, hut with 
great Difficulty, God doth know ; and that 
becauſe, together with this, ſtill that Saying 
about Eſau would be ſet, at my Heart, even 
like a Flaming Sword, to keep the Way of 


bad thus parted with the 


go 0 RA CE. bst 
the Tree of Life, jeſt I ſhould take thereof and 


live. Oh ! Who knows how hard a Thing I 
found it, to come to God in Prayer? | 


179. 1 did al ſo defire the Prayieih af th&Peo- 


ple of God for me, but I feared that God 


would give them no Heart to do it; yea, I 
tremble in my Soul to think, that ſome or other 
of them would ſhortly tell me, that God hath 
ſaid thofe Words to them, that he once did 


ſay to the Prophet, concerning the Children of 
Hfrael, Pray not for this People, for I have re- 


_ Jetted them, Jer, Xi. 14. So, Pray not for him, 
for T have rejected him. Yea, I thought that he 
had whiſpered this to ſome of them already, 
only they durſt not tell me fo ; neither durſt I 


ask them of it, for fear if it ſhould be fo, it 
would make me quite beſide myſelf : Man ** 


the Beginning of Sin (ſaid Sptra) but who bun 


the Iſſues thereof? 


150. About this Time J took an Opportu- 


nity to break my Mind to an ancient Chriſti- 


an, and told him all my Cafe : I told him al- 


ſo, that I was afraid that I had finned the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and he told me, He 
thought ſo tos. Here therefore I had but cold 


Sen but talking a little more with him, 


I found him, though a good Man, a Stranger 
to much Combat with the Devil. Wherefore 


I went to God again, as well a8 I could, for 


Mercy fill, 


181. Now alfo did the T empter begin to 
mock me in my Miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing 1 
Lied Te gu, and phe 
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im to Diſpleaſtre, wh would have flood betten 


my Soul and the Flame of devouring Fire, there 


that God the Father. would be a Mediator be- 
twixt his Son and me, That we might be recon« 


nefit in him, that his bleſſed Saints enjoyed. 


Soul, He is of one Mind, and who can turn 
bim Oh! I ſaw, twas as eaſy to perſuade 
him to make a New World, a New Cove- 
nant, or New Bible, beſides that we have al- 
ready, as to pray for ſuch a Thing. This was 
to perſuade him, that what he had done al- 
ready, was meer Folly, and perſuade him to 
alter, yea, to difannul the whole Way of Sal- 
vation: And then would that Saying rend my 
Soul aſunder, Neither is there Salvation in any 
other; for there is none other Name under Haa- 
den, given among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, 
183. Now the free, and fully, and graci- 
ous Words of the Goſpel, were the greateſt 


as the Thoughts of Jelus Chrift, the Remem- 
brance of a Saviour; becauſe I had caſt him 
of, brought forth the Villany of my Sin, and 
my Loſs by it, to Mind; nothing did twinge 
my Conſcience like this: Every Thing that I 
tnought of the Lord Jeſus, of his Grace, 
Love, Goodneſs, Kindneſs, Gentleneſs, Meek- 


hortations, Comforts, and Conſolations, it 
| 3 he | went 


was now but one Way, and that was, To pray 


ciled again, and that I might have that bleed Be- 


182, Then did that Scripture ſeize upon my 


neſs, Death, Blood, Promiſes and bleſſed Ex- 
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ga GRACE Abounding 
went to my Soul like: a Sword; for ſtill, unto 
theſe my Conſiderations of the Lord Jeſus, 
theſe Thoughts would make Place for them- 
ſelves in my Heart; Aye, this is the Feſus, the 
. loving Saviour the Son of God, whom you have 

ted with, whom. you have ſlighted, deſpiſed, 
and abuſed. This is the only Saviour, "the only 
| Redeemer, the only one that could fo love Sinners, 
.as to: waſh them from their Sins in his gun, moſt 
precious Blood; but you have no Part nor Lot in 
this Jeſus, you have put him from you, you have 
| faid in your Heart, Bet him go if he will. 
Noto therefore you are ſevered from him; you 
have ſevered yourſelf from him: Bebeld then 
his Goodneſs, but yourſelf to be no Partaher of 
it, Oh, thought I, What have I loſt ! what 
have parted with !. what has diſ-inherited my 
poor Soul! Oh! ?tis fad to be deſtroyed by 
the Grace and Mercy of God; to have the 
Lamb, the Saviour, turn Lion and Deſtroyer, 
- Rev. vi. I alſo trembled, as I have ſaid, at 
the Sight of the Saints of God, eſpecially at 
thoſe that greatly loved him, and that made 
it their Buſineſs to walk continually with him 
in this World; for they did, both in their 
Words, their Carriages, and all their Ex- 
preſſions of Tenderneſs and Fear to ſin againſt 
their precious Saviour, condemn, lay Guilt 
upon, and alſo add continual Affliction and 
Shame unto my Soul, The Wread of them was 
upon me, and I trembled at Gad's Samuels, 1 Sam. 
XVI. 4. | ; 


_ 284. Now 
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184. Now alſo the Tempter began afreſh 


1 to mock my Soul another Way, 'fa ing. That 
1 Chriſt indeed did pity my Caſe, and was forry 
1 for my Laſs; but feraſmuch as I had finned and 
* tranſgreſed as had dime, he could by no Means 

7 held me, nor fave me from what 1 frared; # tn 
h my Sin was not of the Nature of 447 for w 

: he bled and died; neither was it counted with 
7 the/z that were laid ts his Chargt when he hanged 
A on a Tree: Therefare, unleſs he ſhould come down 
3H from Heaven, and die a-new for this Sin, though 
}. indeed he did greatly pity me, yet 1 could haut no 
4 Benefit of him. Tneſe Taings may ſeem ridi- 
1 cvlous to others, even as ridiculous as theß 
of were in themſelves, but to me they were moſt 
1 termenting Oootintions? * every. one of them 
7 augmented my Miſery, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould | 


have ſo much Love as to pity me, when yet he 
could not help me too; nor did I think that 
the Reaſon why he could not help me, was, 
becauſe his Merits were weak, or his Grace 
and Salvation ſpent on others already, but be- 
cauſe his Faithfulneſs to his Tureatnings, 
would not let him extend his Mercy to me. 
Heſides, I thought, as I have already hinted, | 
that my Sin was not, within the Bounds of that 
Pardon, that was wrapped up in a Promiſe ; 


18 and if not, then I knew ſurely, that it was 
11 more eaſy for Heaven and Earth to paſs away, 
mw than for me to have Eternal Life, So that the | 


Ground of all theſe Fears of mine, did ariſe 
from a ſtedfaſt Belief I had of the Stability of 
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ray holy Word of God, and alſo from, my be- 
ing mi. informed of the Nature of my Sin. 
185. But Oh ! how this would add to my 
Affliction, to conceit that I ſhould be guilty 
of ſuch a Sin, for which he did not die. 
Theſe Thoughts did ſo confound me, and im- 
priſon me, and tye me up from Faith, that I 
knew not what to do: But Oh! thought I, 4 
that he would come down again! Oh ! that 
the Work of Man's Redemption was yet to 
be done by Chriſt! How would I pray him 
and intreat him to count and reckon this Sin 
among the reft ſor which he died! But this 
| Scripture would ſtrike me down as dead; Chriſt 
being raiſed from the Dead, dieth no more, Death 
hath no more Dominion over him, Rom. vi. q. 
186. Thus, by the ſtrange and unuſual Af- 
| faults of the Tempter, was my Soul like a 
broken Veſſel, driven as with the Winds, and 
toſted ſometimes headlong into Deſpair ; ſome- 
times upon the Covenant of Works, and ſome- 
times to wiſh that the New Covenant, and 
the Conditions thereof, might ſo far ſorth as 
J thought myſelf concerned, be turned ano- 
ther Way, and changed. But in all theſe, I 
was as theſe that joſtle again the Rocks ; mare 
broken, ſcattered and rent, Oh ! the unthought 
of  Imaginations, Frights, Fears, and Ter- 
rors, that are affected by a thorough Applica- 
tion of Guilt, yielding to Deſperation I This 
& the Man that hath his Dwelling among the 
Tombs with the Dead ; that is always crying outs 


and 
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and cutting himſelf with Stones, Mark v. 1, 2, 
3. But I fay, all in vain; Deſperation will 
not comfort him, the Old Covenant will not 
ſave him: Nay, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs 
away, before one Fot or Tittle of the Ward and 


Law of 'Grace will fail or be removed, This 1 


faw,. this I felt, and under this I groaned; yet 


this Advantage I got thereby, namely, a far- 
ther Confirmation of the Certainty of the Way 


to Salvation, and that the Scriptures were the 
Word of God. Oh! I cannot now expreſs 


what I then ſaw and felt of the Steadineſs of 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Rock of Man's Salvation: 
What was done, could not be un-done, added 


to, nor alter'd, I ſaw, indeed, that Sin might 
drive the Soul beyond Chriſt, even the Sin which 
is unpardonable 3 but Woe to him that was ſo 
driven, for the Word would ſhut hin out. 

187. Thus was I always linking, whatever 


i did think or do. So one Day I walked to 
a Neighbouring Town, and fat down upon a 


Settle in the Street, and fell into a very deep 
Pauſe about the moſt fearful State my Sin 
had brought me to; and after long muſing, I 
lifted up my Head, but methought I ſaw, as 
if the Sun that ſhineth in the Heavens did 
grudge to give Light; and as if the very 
Stones in the Street, and Tiles upon the Hou- 
ſes, did bend themſelves againſt me. Me- 


rhought that they all combined together to 


baniſh me out of the World; I was abhorred 
of them, and unfit to dwell among them, "i 
| 05 | "4s e 
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be Partaker of their Benefits, becauſe I had 

finned apainft the Saviour. O how happy 

now was every Creature over I was | For they 

food faſt, and kept their Station, but I was 

gone and loſt, | 

188. Then "breaking out in the Bitterneſs 
of my Soul, I ſaid to my Soul, with a griev- 


ous Sigh, How can God comfort fach a Wretch 9 
I had no ſooner ſaid it, but this returned up- 


on me, as an Eccho doth anſwer a Voice, 


Þ This Sin is not units Death, At which I was, 


as if J had been raiſed out of the Grave, and 
cried out again, Lord, how couluſt thou find 


eut ſuch a Word as this 7 For I was Yea with | 


Admiration at the Fitneſs, and at the Unex- 
= rn of the Sentence, the Fitneſs of the 


ord, the Rightneſs of the timing of it, the 


Power, and Sweetneſs, and Light, and Glory 
that came with it alſo, was marvellous to me 
to find; I was now, for the Time, out of 
Doubt, as to that about which I ſo much was 
in Doubt before; my Fears before were, that 


my Sin was not pardonable, and ſo that I had 
no Right to pray, to repent, &c, or that if 1 


did, it would be of no Ad vantage or Profit to 


me. But now, thought I, if this Sin is not 
unto Death, then it is pardonable; therefore 
from this I have Encouragement to come to 


God by Chriſt for Mercy, to conſider the Pro- 
miſc of Forgiveneſs, as that which ftands with 
open Arms to receive me, as well as others, 
This therefore was a great Eaſement te my 
Mind, to wit, that my Sin was pardonable, 


that 


«. r by ©) e 
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that it was not the Sin unto Death, (1 John v. 
16, 17.) None but thoſe that know what my 
Trouble (by their own Experience) was, can 
tell what Relief came to my Soul by this. Con- 
ſidetation: It was a Releaſe to me ſrom my 
former Bonds, and a Shelter from my former 
Storms: I ſeemed now to ſtand upon the ſame 
| Ground with other Sinners, and to have as 
good Right to the Word and Prayer as any of ; 
th 

Ids: Now I fay, Lens in Hopes that my 
Sin was not unpardonable, but that there 
= might be Hopes for me to obtain Forgiveneſs. 
But Oh, how Satan did now lay about him for 
co bring me down again! But he could by na 
| Means do it, neither this Day, nor the moſt 
| Part of the next, for this Sentence ſtood like 
2 Mill-poſt at my Back: Yet towards the 

Evening of the next Day, I felt this Word be- 
gin to leave me, and to withdraw its Sup- 
| portation from me, and fo I returned to m 
old Fears again, but with a great deal of Grudg- 
ing and Peeviſhneſs, for I feared the Sorrow of 5 
Deſpair; nor could my Faith now long retain 
this Word. 

190. But the next Day at Evening, being 
under many Fears, Fats to ſeek the Lord, 
and as I prayed, I cried, and my Soul ct ieds 
to him in theſe Words, with "is 1 Cries ; 
O Lord, I teſeech thee fhew me that thou 50% 
W {ved me with everlaſting Leue, Jer. xxxi. 3. 65 
J had no ſooner ſaid it, but with Sweetneſs this 
returned upon me, as an Eccho, or ſounding 
again, 


— — — 


Now I went to Bed in quiet; alſo whe | 
my Soul; and J believed it. 


it could not be ſo little as an Hundred Tims: 3 . 
that he, that Day did labour to break my Wl 


| Lightning : I ſhould be ſometimes up and down 
me Out, and keep my Heart Red this Word 


ther, very much Sweetneſs, and comfortabꝭi 
Hopes of Pardon: For thus it was made cu 
I will love thee for ever. 


with great Shame and Aſtoniſhment, that 


pity him, and my Bowels to yearn. towan 
and did reward me Good for Evil; yea, t 


me to my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ol 


| Abuſe I had done unto him, that, to ſpeak 


98 GRACE Abounding 


again, { have loved thee with an Aue Levs 
awaked the next Morning, it was freſh upon 


191. But yet the Tempter left me net, for 


Peace. Oh! the Combats and Conflicts that 


did then meet with, as I ſtrove to hold by thi; þ | | 


Word, that of Eſau would fly in my Face lik: 
Twenty Times in an Hour; yet God did bea 5 
from which J had alſo, for ſeveral Days toge 5 
unto me, I loved thee whilft thou waſt committin 1 
this Sin, I loved thee before, I loved thee fill, an * 


192. Yet I ſaw my Sin moſt barbarous, a 
a filthy Crime, and could not but conclud:Wi 


had horribly abuſed the Holy Son of God 8 
wherefore I felt my Soul greatly to love a 


him; for I faw he was ſtill my ws | 
Love and Affection that did then bm Gab , 


work at this Time ſuch a ſtrong and hot Di 
ſire ef Revengement upon myſelf for t 


I then thought, had 1 a Thouſand Gallons 
'Blo 
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Blood within my Veins, I could freely then 
| have ſpilt it all, at the Command and Feet of 
this my Lord and Saviour. | 
193. And as I was thus a e and in 
my Studies, conſidering how to love the Lord, 
aud to expreſs my Love to, him, that Saying ; 
came in upon me, J thou, Lord, ſpouldit mark 
Hiquities, O Lord, who ſhould fland : But there 
5 Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou maye/t be feared, 
Palm cxxx. 3, 4. Theſe were good Words 
W to me, eſpecially the latter Part thereof, to 
= wit, That there is Forgiveneſs with the ord, 
that he might be feared; 3 that is, as I then un- 


ge Uerſtood it, that he might be loved, and had in 
ab! Reverence ; for it was thus made out to me, 


Dar the Great God did ſet ſo high an E/eem upon 
Wi: Love of his poor Creatures, that rather than 
be would go without their Love, he would pardon 
WW their Tranſgreſſns. 
ar 194. And now was. that Word fulfilled on 
lad: me, and I was alſo refreſhed by it, Then ſhall 
bh be aſhamed and confounded, and never en 
eir Mouths any more, becouſe of their Shame, 
Wo when I am pacified towards them for all that 
war ey have done, faith the Lord God, Ezek. xvi. 
rien 36. Taus was my Soul at this Time (and as 
I then did think for ever) ſet at Liberty from 
being afflicted with By former Guilt and 
| Amazement. 
195, But before many Weeks were gone, 
»r began to deſpond again, fearing, leſt, not- 
withltanding M. that Th 
m ht y 


oY enjoyed, tat-T 
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might be deceived and deſtroyed at the laſt; 
7 for this Conlideration came ſtrong into ] 
| Mind, That whatever Comfort and Peace 
| thought 1 might have from the Mord of the Pro- 
miſe of Life, yet unleſs there could be found in nm: i + 
| Refreſhment, a Concurrence and Agreement in th 
| Ser Iptures, let me think what I will thereof, ani 
| hold it never fo faſt, I ſhould find no ſuch Thing at 
the End ; for the Scriptures cannge be broker, ! 
John x. 35. | 1 
196. Now began my Heart again to ach, f 
and fear I might meet with a Diſappointment 8 © 
--at laſt... Wherefore [ began with all Seriou'. | * 
neſs to examine my ſormer Comfort, and toi * 
conſider whether one that had ſinned as I had! \ 
done, might with Confidence truſt upon thef 
Faithfulneſs of God, laid down in thei|f 
Wores, by which Thad been comforted, and 
on which I had leaned my ſelf: But nouf 
were brought to my Mind, For it is impoſ 
ble for thoſe who were once enlightened, and hn 
the Heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers "| 
| the Hely Ghof?, and have taſted the good Word tc 
EE: God, and the Powers of the Mord to come, 
they al fall away, to renew them again unto R 
pentance, Heb. vi, For, if we fin wilfully, afi# 
we have received the Knowledge of the Truth, thun 
LN remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certa 
F/ fear ful looking for of Fudgment, and fiery Indy 
1 nation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries, Heb. 
| * even as Eſau, who for one Morſel of Meat, | 
ers Birth-right, For ye know row at Nn 
FIT) 
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when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he was 
rejected, for he found no Place of Repentance, 


Ny 
, 1 I 711g h be fought it carefully with Tears, Heb. xii. 
9M 197. Now was the Word of the Golpet 


forced from my Soul ; fo that no Promiſe or 
| Encouragement was to be found in the Bible 
for me: And now would that Saying work 
upon my Spirit to afflict me, Rejoice not, O0 
| Trae), Fan Foy as other People, Hoſea ix. 1. 
| For I ſaw indeed, there was Cauſe of rejoicing 
for thoſe that held to Jeſus ; but for me, I had 
cut myſelf off by my Tranſgreſſions, and left 
myſelf neither Foot-hold, nor Hand- hold, a- 


du wong all the Stays and Props in the precious 
haas Word of Life. | e 

tell 198. And truly, I did now feel myſelf to 
tel fink into a Gulph, as an Houſe whoſe Founda- 
and tion is deftroyed z; I did liken myſelf ig this 


Condition, unto the Caſe of a Child: that was 


nol | 
50. fallen into a Mill-pit, who though it could 

v8 make ſome Shift to ſcrabble and ſprawl in the 
Water, yet becauſe it could find neither Hold 
fer Hand nor Foot, therefore at laſt: it muſt 
ze, Lie in that Condition, So ſoon as this freſh 

| . Afſault had faſtened on my Soul, that Scrip- 


ture came into my Heart, This for many 


+ Days, Dan. x. 14. And indeed J found it: 
eta was ſo; for I could not be delivered, nor 
di brought to Peace again, until well nigh two 
leb. ears and an half were compleatly finiſhed. 


Wherefore theſe Words, though in them» 
ſelves, they tended to = Difcouragement, yet 


19 a 


4 9 . 


102 GRACE Alounding 

to me, who feared this Condition would be 
Eternal, they were at ſome Times as an Help 
and Refreſhment to me. 

199. For thought I, Mam Dan are not for 
ever; Many Days will have an End; there 
fore ſeeing I was to be aMiRed not a few but 
many Deys s, yet I was glad it was but for man 
Days. Thus, I fay, I could recall myſelf 
jometimes, and give myſelf an Help, for as 
ſoon as ever the Word came into my Mind, at 
firſt, I knew my Trouble would be long, yet 
this would be but ſometimes, for I could not 


always think on this, nor ever be helped by it, 
though I did. 


fore me, and laid Sin a- new at my Door, that 
Say ing in Luke xvii. I, with others, did en- 
courage me to Prayer: Then the Tempter 
again laid at me very ſore, ſuggeſting, That 
neither the Mercy of God, nor yet the Blood of 
Chri/t, did at ail concern me, nor could they 
help me for my Sin; therefore it was but in 
wain to pray. Yet thought I, I will pray. But, 
(ſaid the Tempter,) your Sin is undardimable, 
Mell, laid I, 1 will pray, Tis te no Boot, ſaid 
he. Yet, ſaid I, I will pray. $0 I went to 
Prayer to God; and while I was at Prayer, 
T uttered Words to this Effect: Lord, Satan 
tells me, that neither thy Mercy, nor 2 bri/ſPs, | 
Blood, is ſufficient to ſave my Soul; Lord, ſhall 

1 honour . thee moſt, by believing thas wilt, ard 
canft ? or him, by believing thou neither wilt not 
207 


200. Now while theſe Scriptures lay be- is 


to the Chief of Sinners. 103 
nor canſt ? Lord, I would fain honour thee, by 
believinxx thou wilt and canjt, 

201. And as I was thus before the Lord, 
that Scripture faſtened on my Heart, [0 Man, 
great is thy Fanh,] Mat, xv. 28. even as if one 
had clapp'd me on the Back, as I was on my 
Knees before God: Vet 1 was not able to be- 
lieve this, that this was a Prayer of Faith, til 
almoſt fix Months after; for I could not ink 
that I had Faith, or that there ſhould be a 
Word for me to act Faith on; therefore I 
ſhould {till be, as ſticking in the Jaws of Deſpe- 
ration, and went mourning up and down in a 
ſad Condition. 1 
202. There was nothing now tl at 7 longed | 
for more than to be. put out of doubt, as to 
this Thing in, Queſtion, and as I was vebe-_ 
mently defiring to know, if there was indeed 
Hope for me, theſe Words came roling into 
my Mind: Mill the Lord caſt of for- ever 2 
And will he be favourable no more © 1s-us Mer=- 
cy clean gone for ever ® Doth his Promiſe. 
fail for evermore ® Hath God forgotten to be 
gracious? Hath be in Anger ſhut up his ten- 
der Mercies? Pfalm Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9. And all 
the while they run in my Mind, methought I 
had ſtill this as the Anſwer, "Tis a Queſtion 
whether he hath or no; it may be he hath not. 
Yea, the Interrogatory ſeemed to me to car- 
ry in it a ſure Affirmation that indeed he had 
not, nor would fo caſt off, but Would be fa- 
vourable: That his Prom doth not fail, and 
that he hath not forgotten to be gracious, nor- 


E. & y would. - 
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would in Anger ſhut up tender Mercy : Some- 
thing alſo there was upon my Heart at the 
ſame Time, which I now cannot call to Mind, 

which, with this Text, did ſweeten my 
Heart, and made me conclude, hat his Mer- 
cy might not be quite gone, nor gone tor 

ever. 

203. At another Time I remembred, 1 was 
again much under this Queſtion, Whether the 
Blacd of Chrift was ſufficient to ſave my Soul? 
In which Doubt J continued from Morning, 
till about Seven or Eight at Night; and at laſt, 
when I was, as it were, quite worn out with 
Fear, left it ſhould not lay hold on me, theſe 

_ Words did ſound ſuddenly within my Heart, 
He is Able + But methought, this Word Able, 
was ſpoke loud unto. me; it ſhewed a great 
Word, it ſeemed to be writ in great Letters, 
and gave ſuch a Joſtic to my Fear and Doubt 
{I mean for the Time it tarried with me, which 
was about a Day) as I never had from that, 
all my Life, either before or after, Heb. vii. 
23. 
204. But one Moming as I was again at 
Prayer, and trembling under the Fear of this, 
That no Word of God could help me, that Piece 
of a Sentence darted in upon me, My Grace 
is ſufficient. At this, methought, I feit fome 
Stay, as if there might be Hopes. But, Oh, 
how good a Thing it is for God to ſend his 
Word! for about a Fortnight before, I was 
looking on this very Place, and then 1 thought 
zt could not come near my Soul with Comfort, 

| therefore 
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therefore I threw down my Book in a Pet: 


Then I thought it was not large, enough for 
me; no, not large enough; but now it was. 


_— 


| 2s if it had Arms of Grace ſo wide, that it 
4 cpuld not only incloſe me, but many more * 
1 ſides. 
205. By theſe Words I was ſuſtained, 

not without exceeding Conflicts, for the W 
* of Seven or Kight Weeks; tor my. Peace 
? would be in it, and out, ſometimes Twen- 
A ty Times a Day, Comfort now, and 'Frouble: 
I preſently 3 Peace now, and before | could go 
h a Furlong, as full of Fear and Guilt as ever 
ſe Heart could hold: And this was not only. 
t, now and then, but my whole Seven Weeks 
, Experience: For this about the Suthciency of: 
at Grace, and that of Eſau's parting with his 
5, Birth-right, would be like a Pair. of Scales. 
bt within my Mind, fometimes one End would 
+ be ee and ſometimes again the other 3 
it, according to which would be my Teace or 
1. 1 roubles, 

206. Therefore I did ſtill pray to God; that: 
at he would come in with his $cripture more. fully 
s, on my Heart; to wit, that he would help me 
ee to apply the whole Sentence, for as yet L cou 
ce not: That he gave, that I gathered; but fur- 
ne WI ther I. could not go, for as yet it only helped 
h, me to hope there might be Mercy. for me,, 
ale | Ay, Grace. ts. ſufficient : And though it came: 
8 no farther, it mwered my former Queſtion: . 
ht to wit, That there was Hope; yet becauſe: 


ſor ber, was. leſt out, I was not con;ented,. 
. 55 bus: . 
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but prayed to God for that alſo, Wherefore, 
one Day, when I was in a Meeting of God's 
People, full of Sadneſs and Terror, for my 
Fears again were ſtrong upon me; and, as [ 


was now thinking, my Soul was never the 


better, but my Caſe moſt ſad and fearful, 
theſe Words did with great Power ſuddenly 
break in upon me; My Grace is fuficient for 


Thee, my Grace is ſufficient for thee, my Grace 


in ſufficient for thee, three Times together: 
And, Oh! methought that every Word was 
a. mighty Word unto me 5 as my, and Grace, 
and ſufficient, and for thee ; they were then, 
and ſometimes are ſtill, far bigger than. others | 


be. 


207. At which Time my Underſtanding was 
ſo enlightened, that I was as though I had 
ſeen the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven, 
through the Tiles upon me, and direct theſe 


Words unto me. This ſent me mourning 


Home, it broke my Heart, and filled me full 
of Joy, and laid me low as the Duſt; only 
it ſtayed not long with me, I mean in this 
Glory, and refreſhing Comfort; yet it conti- 


nucd with me for ſeveral Weeks;. and did en- 


Eourage me to hope But as ſoon as that pow-- 
erful Operation of it was taken from my 


Hkart, that other, about E/gu, returned upon 
me as before; ſo my Sou! did hang as in a 
Fair of Scales again, ſometimes up, and ſome- 


times down, now in Peace, and anon again in 


Terror. 


208. Thus 


| fometimes comforted, 
mented; and eſpecially at fome Times my 


t the Chief of Sinners. 107 
208, Thus J went on for many Weeks, 
and ſometimes - tor- 


Torment would be very fore, for all thoſe 
Scriptures forenamed in the ZHbrews, would 
be ſet before me, as the only Sentences that 
would keep me out of Heaven, "Tnen again * 


would begin to repent that ever that Thouzbt bo 


went through me; I would alſo think thug 
with my elf, JF „ how many Scrivtures are 
there againſt me! There are but three or four 
And cannot God miſs them, and * {ave me fer 
all them? Sometimes again I Would think, 


OÞ ! if it ꝛbere not for theſe three or four WW Los 


now hot might ＋ 1 comforted And I could 
hardly forbear at lometimies, to w. it them out 
of the Book. | 

209; Then methought I ſhould ſee as if 
both Peter and Paul, and John, and all the 
Writers, did look with Scorn upon me, and 
hold me in Deriſton ; arid as if they had ſaid 
unto me, All our Words are Truth, ant of ar 


much Pires as the otber: It is not «68 that haue 


cut you off, but you haue caſt away you! elke, bs 1 bere- 


15 none of our Sentences that you m: 4 taze Ho. tt 


on, but theſe, ant ſuch as theſe : I. 158 ande le, | 

there re nains no mort Sacrifice for Sin, Heb. vices 
And it had been better far them not to have Ser 2% UNE. 
the Ill of God, then after they had anstun it, 

to turn from the bal Commondment dolioired unt 
them, Heb. x. For ths Script: 85 cdnnet be braten, 
een 25 
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210, Theſe, are the Elders of the City of 
Refuge, I ſaw, were to be the Judges both of 
my Caſe and me, while I ſtood with the Aven- 
ger of Bliod at my Heels, trembling at their 
Gate for Deliverance, alſo with a Thouſand 
Fears and Miſtruſts, I doubted that he would 
ſhut me out for ever, Joſhua xx, 3, 4. 

211, Thus I was confounded, net knowing 
what to do, or how to be ſatisfied in this Que- 
ſtion, Whether the Scriptures could agree in, th: 


Salvation of my Soul? I quaked at the Apoſtles ; 
I knew their Words were true, and that they 


muſt ſtand for ever, | „ 

212. And I remember, one Day, zs I wa: 
in divers Frames of Spirit, ard confidcring 
that theſe Frames were according to the Na- 
ture of feveral Scriptures that came in upon 


my Mind; if this of Grace, then was I qui- 


et; but if that of E/au, then tormented. 
Lord, thought I, if both theſe Scriptures ſhould 


. meet in my Heart at once, I wonder which of 


them wud get the better of me. So methought 
1 bad a longing Mind that they might come 


both together upon me; yea, I defired. of God 


they might, 


: 213. Well, about Two or Three Days a- 


ter, 10 they did indeed: They bolted both upon 
me at a Time, and did work and. ſtruggle 
ſtrangely in me for a while; at laſt, that 
about. Eſau's Birth-right. began to wax weak, 
and withdraw, -and vaniſh ; and this, about 


the Sufficiency of Grace prevailed with Peace 
and Joy. And as Lwas in a Muſe about this 


Thing, 
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Thing, that Scripture came upon me, Mercy 
rejoiceth over Judgment, James ii. 13. | 
214. This was a Wonderment to me, yet. 
truly, I am apt to think it was of God, for 
the Word of the Law and Wrath, muſt give 
Place to the Word of Life and Grace ; be- 

| cauſe, though the Word of Condemnation be 

5 glorious, yet the Word of Life and Salvation 

= doth far exceed in Glory, 2 Cor, iii. 8, 9, 10, 
11. Mark ix. 5, 6, 7. Jahn vi. 37. Alſo 
that Moſes and Elias muff Loth vaniſh, and 
leave Chriſt and his Saints alone. 

215. This Scripture did alſo moſt ſweetly 
viſit my Soul; And him that cometh to me, I 
2010 in no wiſe caſt out. Oh the Comfort that 
I had from this Word, in no wiſe! As who 
mould ſay, by no Means, for nothing whatever 
he hath done. But Satan would greatly labour 
to pull this Promiſe from me, telling of 
me, That ' Chriſt did not mean me, and fuch 
as J, but Sinners of a lawer Rank, that had not 
done as I had dne. But I would anſwer him. 
again, Satan, Here is in theſe Wards no fuch: 
Exception ; but him, that comes, him, any bim 
Him that cometh. to me, 1 will. in no wiſe cat 
out. And this I will remember i l, That of. 
all the Slights that Satan uſed to take this 
Scripture - from me, yet he never did fo. 
much as put. this Queſtion, But do you come | 
aright © And I have thought the Reaſon was, 
becauſe he thought I knew. full well what 
coming aright was. z. for. 6 Ls that to come 

| aright. 
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aright, was to come as I was, z vile and | 
ungodly Sinner, and fo cuſt myſelf at the 
| Feet of Mercy, condemning myſelſ for Sin. 
If ever Satan and I did ftrive for any Word 
of God in all my Life, it was for this good 
Word of Cariſt; heat one End, and I at the 
other: Oh, what Work we made f It was 
for this in Jebn, I ſay, that we did fo tug and 
firive : He pulled, and I pulled; but God be 
praiſed, 2 overcame him, Igot Sweetnels from 

Its: 

216, But, notwithſtanding all + help Helps, 
and ble fled Words of Grace, yet that of 
Ehau's feliing of his Birth- fight, would ſtilt 
a; Times diftrefs my Conscience; ; for thovgn 
E'had been moſt ſweetly comforted, and that | 
but juit before, yet when that came into my 
Mind, 'twould make me fear again, I could 
not de quite rid thereof, *twould every Day 


de with me: eros now I. went ano- 
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ther Way to werk, even to conſider the Na- 
tare of this blaſphemous Thought, 1 mean, 
if 1 ſhould take the Words at the latgeſt, and 
give them their own natural Force and Scope; 
even every Word therein: So when I had 
thus con ſidercd, I found, that if they were 
fairly taken, hey would amount to this, That 
J hat erh left the Lord. Feſus Chrift to Vis 
Cbeica, a he auculd be my Saviour or no; 
for the wicked Words were theſe, Let him go if 
he tui. Then that Scripture ove me Hope, 
I will never leave thee, nor for ſake thes, Hebs 
Xii. 5. O Lird, laid I, but 1 have left thee. 
5 1 


39 
— 


8 


ing! bad fo offended him; I could have been 


did meet with, that in 7oſhua xx. was the gleat- 


„ WW 7--* 


fo the Chief of Sinners. 11 


Then it anſwered again, But 1 will not leave. 
thee, For this I thanked God allo. 

217, Yet I was grievous afraid he ſhovld,. 
and found it exceeding hard to truſt him, ſee- 


exceeding glad that this Thought had never be- 
fallen, for "then 1 thought I could, with more 
Eaſe and Freedom abundance, have leaned un 
his Grace, I ſee it was with me, as it was 
with 7o/eph's Brethren ; the Guilt of their own 
Wickedneß did often fill them with Fears that 
their Brother would at laft deſpiſe them, Gen. I. 
IS; 36, ec 
218. Yet, above all the Scriptures that I yet 


eſt Comfort to me, which ſpeaks of the Slayer 
that was to flze for Refuge: And if the Avenger 
/ Blood pur ſue the Slayer, t then, ſaith Maſes, they 
that are the Elders of the City of Refuge ſball not 
deliver him into his Hands, becauſe he ſmote his 
Ne eighbeur unwittingly, and hated him not afore= 
time. Oh! bleed be God for this Word; 1 
was convinced that I was the Slayer; and that 
the Avenger of Blood purſued me, I felt with 
great Terror; only now it remained that ] en- 
quire whether I have Right to enter the City 
of Refuge: So I found, that he mult not, who 
lay in Tait to ſhed Blood : It was not the wilfut” 
Murderer, but he who wmwitting.y did it, he 
who did it unawares; not out of Spicht, or 
Grudge, or Malice, he that ſhed it unwitting- 
ly ; even he who did not hate 410 n 1 15 
fore. Wherefoxe, | 
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denied a Chas re in the Promiſe of. Life; They 


112 GRACE Abounding 

819, L thought yerily I was the Man that: 
muſt enter, becauſe I had ſmitten my Neigh- 
bour unwittingly, and bated him not aforetime, 
J hated him not aforetime 3 no, I prayed un- 
to him, was tender of ſinning againſt. him; 
yea, and againſt this wicked Temptation 1 


had ſtrove for Twelve Months before; yea, 


and alſo when it did paſs through my Heart, 


it did in ſpight of my Teeth: Where fore [ 


thought I had a Right to enter this. City, and 


the Elders, which are the Apoſtles, were not 


to deliver me up. This therefore was: great 
Comfort to me, and gave. me much Ground 
of Hope. 

220. Vet bein very Ser, for my Smart 
had made me, that I knew not what Ground 
was ſure enough to bear me,.L had one Queſtien 


that my Soul did much deſire to be reſolved 


about ; and that was, Ihether it be Poſſible for 
any Seul that hath ſinned the unpardonabie Sin, yet. 
after that to receive tho but the leaſt true Spiritual 


Comfort from Gocl througb Chrifi © The which, 


after I had much confidered, I found the An- 
iwer was, No, they could not; and that for theſe. 
Reaſons : 

221. Fit, Becauie thoſe that have ſinned 
that Sin, they are debarred a Share in the. 
Blood of Cbriſt, and being ſhut out of that,, 
they muſt needs be void ot the leaſt Ground. 


of Hope, and ſo of. Spiritual Comfort, Fir 


ta ſuch there. remains no mare Sacrifice for Sin,, 
Heb.. x. 26, 27. Secondly, Becauſe they are 


. 


ET 


. 


| miſſion of Sins by Jeſus Chriſt; for, from 


to the Chict of Sinners. 113 


Fall never be forgiven, neither in this World, 


nor in that which is to come, Matth. xii. 31. 


Wird), The Son of God excludes them alſo 
from a Share in his bleffed Interceſſion, being 
for ever aſhamed to own them both before his 


holy Father, and the bleſſed Angeis in Heaven, 
Mark ri, i 
222. When I had with much Deliberation 
conſidered of this Matter, and could not but 
conclude that the Lord had comforted me, 
and that too after this my wicked Sin; then 
methought I durſt venture to come mgh unto 
thoſe moſt fearful and terrible Scriptures, with 
which all this while I had been fo greatly af- _ 
frighted, and on which indeed, before I durft 


| ſcarce caſt mine Eye, (yea, had much ado 


an Hundred Times, to forbear wifhing them 
out of the Bible,) for I thought they would 
deſtroy me; but now, I ſay, I began to take 
ſome Meaſure of Encouragement, to come 
cloſe to them, to read them, and conſider 
them, and to weigh their Scope and Ten- 
dency. . wh 
223. The which when I began to do, I 


found my Vifage changed; for they looked 


not ſo grimly, as before I thought they did: 


And firſt I came to the Sixth of the Hebrews, 


yet trembling for Fear it ſhould ſtrike me; 


which when I had conſidered, I found that the 


Falling there intended, was a Falling quite 
away ; that is, as I conceived, a Falling from, 
and an abſolute Denying of the Goſpel, of Re- 


them 


7 
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them the Apoſtle begins his Argument, Verfe 
1, 2, 3. Secondly, I found that this falling 
away, muſt be openly, even in the View of 
the World, even ſo as to put Chriſt to an open 
Shame. Thirdh, I found that thoſe he there 
intended, were for ever ſhut up of God, both 
in Blindneſs, Hardneſs, and Impenitency : It 
is impeſſible they ſhould be renewed again unto Re- 
pentance, By all theſe Particulars, Þ found to 
God's everlaſting Praiſe, my Sin was not the 
Sin in this Place intended, _- 
Ni, I confeſſed I was fallen, but not fallen 
away ; that is, from the Profeſſion of Faith in 
Jetus unto eternal Life. 9 

Secondly, J confeſſed that I had put Jeſus q 
_ Chriſt to Shame by my Sin, but not to open 
Shame; I did not deny him before Men, nor 
conderan him as a F ruitleſs one before the 

World. | 

Thirdly, Nor did 1 fl that God had ſhut 
me up, or denied me to come (though I found 
it hard Work indeed to come) to him by Sor- 
row and Repentance : Bleſicd be God for un- 
fearchable Grace. 

224. Then! conlider'd that in the roth Chap. 
of Hebreus, and found that the wilfud Sin 
there mentioned, is not every wilful Sin," but 
that which doth throw off Chriſt, and then his 
Commandments too. * Secondly, That muſt be 
done allo epenly, before two or three Witneſ- 
ſes, to anſwer that of the Law, Verſe 28. 
Thirdh, This Sin cannot be committed, but 
with w_ Deſpite done to the Spirit of Grace; 

deſpiling 
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fo he Chieſ f Sinners. ns = 


deſpiſing both the Diſſuaſions from that Sin, and 
the Perſuaſions to the contrary. But the Lord 


. knows, though this my Sin was Deviliſh, = 


it = not amount to theſe, 
225, And as touching that in the 12th Chap, 
of the Hebrews, about Eſau's felling of his 


Birth- right, though this was that which kil- 


led me, and ſtood like a Spear againſt me; 
yet now I did conſider, Firſt, That his was 
not a haſty Thought againſt the continual La- 
bour of his Mind, but a Thought conſented 
to, and put in Practice like wiſe, and that 
after ſome Deliberation, Gen. xxv. Secondly. 


It was a publick and open Action, even from 


his Brother, if not before many more; this 
made bi: Sin of a far more heinous Nature than 
otherwiſe it would have been. Thirdy, He 


continued to flight his Birth-right : Hie did eat 
and drink, and went his Way ; thus Eſau deſpiſed 
Hit Birth-right ; yea, Twenty Years after he 


was found to deſpiſe i it fill, And Eſau ſaid, 7 
have enough, my Brother, keep that thou h thy- 
felf, Gen. xxxiii. 9. 

220, Now as touching this, That Eſau ſought 


4 Place of Repentance : Thus I thought, Fit, 
Tais was not for the Birth-right, but the 


Bleſſing ; this is clear from the Apoſtle, and 


is diſtinguiſhed by Efau himſelf; He hath ta- 
Len away my Birth-right, (that is, formerly) 


and now he hath taken away my Bleſſing alſ6, 
Gen. xxvii. 36. Secondly, Now this being thus 
conſidered, I came again to the Apoſtle, to fee 


what might be the Mind of God, in a New- 
Teſtament. 
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Teſtament Stile and Senſe concerning Eſau's 

Sin; and fo far as I could conceive, this was 
the Mind of God, That the Birth-right fini- 
Hed Regeneration, and the Bling, the Etere 


ſtand them, was not 


CE, ER hs Oo ns” 


nal Inheritance ; for ſo the Apoſtle ſeems to 


hint, Left there be any prophane Perſon, as 


Eau, who for a Nlerſel of Meat fold bis Birth- 
rigbt; as if he ſhould fay, That ſhall caſt off 
all thoſe bleſſed Beginnings of God that at 


preſent are upon him, in order to a New 


Birth, leſt they become as Eſau, even be re- 
jected afterwards, when they ſhovid inherit the 


Blefling. | : 
227. For many there are, who in the Day 


of Grace and Mercy, deſpiſe thoſe Things 


which are indeed the Birth-right to Heaven, 
who yet when the declining Day appears, wilt 


cry as loud as Eſau, Lord, Lord, open to us, but 


then, as 7ſaac would not repent, no more will 


God the Father, but will ſay, I have bleſſed 
theſe, yea, and they ſhall be Bleſſed ; but as for 


your Depart, you are the Workers of Imquity, 
Gen. xxvii. 32. Luke xiii. 25, 26, 27. 
228. When I had thus conſidered theſe 
Seriptures, and found that thus to under- 
againſt, but according 
to other Scriptures 3 this ſtill added further 
to my Encouragement and Comfort, and alſo 
gave a great Blow to that Objection, to wit, 
That the Scriptures could nat agree in the Sal- 
vation of my Soul, And now remained only 
the hinder Part of the Tempeſt, | for the. 
Thunder was gone beyond me, only ſome 
5 Drops 


e 
2 
F 
0 


Frights and Anguiſh were very fore and deep, 
therefore it oft befel me till, as it befalleth 
thoſe that have been ſcared with Fire, I 
thought every Voice was Fire, Fire; every 
little Touch would hurt my tender Con- 
ſcience. 5 


229. But one Day, as I was paſſing into the 


Field, and that too with ſome Daſhes on my 
Conſcience, fearing leſt yet all was not right, 
ſuddenly this Sentence fell upon my Soul, Thy 


Righteouſneſs is in Heaven; and methought 


withal, I faw with the Eyes of my Soul, 


Jes Chit at God's Right-hand 3 there, I 
1 ſay, was my Righteouſneſs; ſo that where 


ever I was, or whatever I was doing, God 
could not fay of me, He wants wy Righteouſ- 
ne/s, for that was juſt before him. 1 alſo ſaw 


moreover, that it was not my good Frame of 


Heart that made my Righteouſneſs better, nor 


yet my bad Frame that made my Righteouſneſs 


worle ; for my Righteouſneſs was Jeſus Chriſt 
himſeif, The ſame Yeflerday, To-day, and for 
ever, Heb. xiii. 8, 8 5 
230. Now did my Chains fall off my Legs 
indeed, I was looſed from my Afflictions and 
Irons, my Temptations alſo fled away; ſo 


that from that Time thoſe dreadful Scriptures WM 
of God left off to trouble me; now went 1 
alſo Home rejoicing, for the Grace and Love 


of God; ſo when I came Home, I looked to 
ſee if I could find that Sentence, Thy Righte- 


to the Chief of Sinners. 117 
Drops did ftill rem in, that now and then 
would fall upon me ; but becauſe my former 


ouſneſs { 
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ouſneſs is in Heaven 5 but could not * ſuch a 
_ Saying, wherefore my Heart began to ſink 


again, only that was brought to my Remem- 


brance, 1 Cor. i. 33 
God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, and 


\ Redemption ; by this Word I ſaw the other | 


Sentence true. 
2231. For by this Scripture I faw that the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, as he is diſtin from us, 
as touching his Bodily Preſence, ſo he is our 
Righteouſneſs and Sanctification before God; 
here therefore I lived, for ſome Time, very 
ſweetly at Peace with God through Chriſt ; 
Oh, methought Chriſt ! Chriſt ! there was no- 
thing but Chriſt that was before my Eyes, I 
Was "not now (only) for looking upon this and 
the other Benefits of Chriſt apart, as of his 
Blood, Burial, or Reſurrection, but eg 
ing him as a whole Chrift ! as he in whom 
all theſe, and all other his Virtues, Relati- 
ons, Offices, and Operations met together, 
and chat he fat on the Right-hand of God | in 
Heaven, 

232. Twas glorious to me to ſee hi Ex- 
altation, and the Worth and Prevalency of all 
his Benefits, and that becauſe now I could look 
from myſelf to him, and would reckon, that 
all thoſe Graces of God that now were green 


on me, were yet but like thoſe crack'd, Grioats 


and Four-pence-Half-pennies that Rich Men 
carry in their Purſes, when their Gold is in 
their Trunks at Home: Oh, I faw my Gold 


was in my Trunk at Home In Chrift my 
Lord 


He is made unto us of 
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Lord and Saviour | Now Chrift was all; all my 


to the Chief of tas, 119 


Righteouſneſs, all my Sanctification, and all my 
Redemption. : „ dl oy Ts 

233. Further, the Lord did allo lead me 
into the Myſtery of Union with the Son of 
God, that I was joined to him, that I was 
Fleſh of bis Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone, and 


now was that a ſweet Word to me, in Epheſ. 


v. 30. By this alſo was my Faith in him, as 
my Righteouſneſs, the more confirmed in 


me; for if he and I were one, then his 


Righteouſneſs was mine, his Merits mine, 


bis Victory alſo mine. Now could I ſee my- 


lelf in Heaven and Earth at onse; in Hea- 
ven by my Chriſt, by my He id, by my Righ- 


teouſneſs and Life, though on Earth by Body WM 
or Perſon. e e _ 


234. Now I ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was looked 


on of God; and ſhould alſo be looked upon 


by us, as that Common or Publick Perſon, 


in whom all the whole Body of his Ele& are 


always to be confidered and reckoned; that 


we s tulfiled the Law by him, died by him, 
= 7c from the Dead by him, got the Victory 
over Sin, Death, the Devil, and Hell, by 


him; when he died, we died, and ſo of his 
Reſurrection. Thy dead Men hall live tage- 
ther, with my dead Body ſhall they ariſe, faith 


he, ſa. xxvi. And again, After two Days be © | 
will revive us, and the third Day we ſhall lrve in 
his Sight, Hoſea vi. 2. Which is now fulfilled 


by the fitting down of. the Son of Man on the 


Right-hand of the Majeſty in the Heavens, 
| GE een 
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according to that to the Epheſians, He hath 


raiſed us up together, and made us fit together in 
Heavenly Places in Chrift Feſus, Eph. ii. 6. 


235. Ah, theſe bleſſed Conſiderations and 


Scriptures, with many others of like Nature, 
were in thoſe Days made to ſpangle in mine 
Eye, ſo that I have Caule to ſay, Praiſe ye the 
Lord God in his Sanctuary; Praiſe him in the 


Firmament of his Power, Praiſe him for his 


mighty Abts; Praiſe him according ts his excellent 
_ Greatneſs, Pialm cv. 1, 2. | 


232. Having thus in few Words given you 


a Taſte of the Sorrow and Affliction that my 
Soul went under, by the Guilt and Terror 


that theſe my wicked Thoughts did lay me 
under; and having given you alſo a Touch f 


my D.liverance therefrom, and of the ſweet 
and bleſſed Comfort that I met with after- 
_ wards, which Comfort dwelt about a T welve- 
month with my Heart, to my unſpeakable 
Admiration; I will now, (God willing) be- 
fore I proceed any further, give you in a Wot 

or two, what, as I conceive, was the Cauſe of 
this Temptation; and alfa after that, what 


Advantage, at the laſt, it became unto my 


o 3 

237. For the Cauſes, I conceived they were 
principally Two: Of which Two alſo I was 
deeply convinced all the Time this Trouble 
lay upon me. The Firſt was, for that I did 
not, when I was delivered from the Tempta- 


tion that went before, ſtill pray to God to 
keep me from the Temptations that were to 
„ e ey come; 


. 
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#0 the Chief of Sinners. ror 
were to come; for th0&, as I cah ſay in Truth, 
my Soul was much in Prayer beſote this Tryal 
ſerz2d me. Yet then I prayed on y, or at the 
moſt, principally for the Removal of preſent 


Troubles, and for freſh Diſcoveries of his 
Love in Chris, which I faw afterwa:ds- was 


not enough ro do; I alfo ſhould have prayed 
that the great God would keep me from the 
Evil that was to c me. 

238. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible 
by the Prayer of Holy David, who when he 
Was under preſent Mercy, yet prayed that 
God would hold him back from Sin and Temp- 


tation to come; For then, ſaith he, ſhall I be 


upright, and [ fall be innocent from the great 
Tranſgraſſion, Plalm xix. 13. By this very 
Word was I galled and condemned quite thro" 
this long Temptation. 

239. That was alſo another Word that did 
much condeinn me for my Folly, in the Neg- 
lect of this Duty, Heb. iv. 16. Let us theres 


fare come Gold unto the Throne of Grace, that 
We ney obtain Merq, aud find Ora ice 10 le y 


in Time of Need, This I had not done, and 
therefore wWas thus ſuffered to Sin and Fall, 


2 to what is written, Pray that Ws - 
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FR ine, that 1 1 date not, when 15 come be- 


fore the Lord, go off my Knees until I in- 


treat him for Help and Mercy agaluſt the 
Temptations that ate to come; and I do be- 
leech tice, Reader, that thou learn to W 
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knew my ſecret Thoughts, which was a gre! 
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of my Neglig ence, by the AM Kions that for 
this Thing I &id for Days, and Months, And 
Years, with Sorrow undergo. 

240. Another Cauſe of this Temptation 
was, That I had tempted God; nnd on this 
Manner did I do it: Upen a Time my Wie 
was great with Child, and before her ful! 
Time was come, her Panzs, as of a Woman 
in Travail, were fierce and ſtrong upon her, 

even as if ſhe would have immediately fallen 
in Labour, and been delivered of an untime- 
ly Birth: Now at this very Time it was, that 
I had been fo ſtrongly tempted to queſtion 
the Being of Ged; wherefore, as my Wit: 
lay crying by nie, I ſaid, but with all Sececy 
imaginable, even thinking in my Heart, Lord, 
if now theu wilt remove this ſad Afiitin fron i 
my Wife, and cauſe that He be troubled no mare 

#berewith this Night, (and now were her, Pang; 
juſt upon her) hay hall know that thou canſt di 
cern the moj? fee ret Thoughts of the Heart. 

241. J had no ſooner ſaid it in my Hear! 
but her Pangs were taken from her, and ſbe 
was caſt into a deep Sleep, and fo continued u 
Morning; at this I greatly marvelled, nc i 
knowing what to think; but after I had bees 
awake 2a good while, and heard her cry 10 
more, I fell aſleep alſo ; ſo when I awaked i! | 
the Morning, it came upon me again, eve! 
what I had ſaid in my Heart the laft Nigb, 
and bow the Lord had ſhewed me, that ſs 


 Aſttiſhment unto me for ſeveral Weeks aitet 
\ 242. We 
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1 242. Well, about a Year and a half after- 
j Wards, that wieked ſinful Thought, of which 
| I have ſpoken before, went through my wick 
ed Heart, even this Thought, Let Ch go if 
he will; fo when I was fallen under Guilt for 
this, the Remembrance of my ocher Thought, 
and of the. Ef & thereof, would alio. come 
upon me with this Retort, which alſo carried 
Rebuke along with it, Now you may jee that 
God dah Eno. the 2 fecret Tivughts of the 
Heart. 5 
243. And wich this, that of the Paſliges 
hat were betwixt the Lord, and his Servant 
bideen, fell upon my Spirit; ; how becauſe 
| hat Gideon tempted _ God with his Fleece, 
| toth Wet and Dry, when he ſhuuld have 
believed and ventwed upon his Words, there- 
fore the Lord did afterwards ſo try him, as 
to ſend him' againſt an innumerable Company 
of Enemies, and that too, as to outward Ap- 
_ pearance, without any Strength or Help, 
Fudges vi. 7. Thus he ſerved” me, and that 
juſtly, for I ſhould have belicved his Word, 
and not have put an F upon the All- ſeeingneſs 
vi God. 
244. And now to ſhew you ſomething of 
the Advantages that I alſo have oained. by 
this Temptation 3 and firft, by this I was 
made continually to poſſeſs in my Soul a very 
wonderful Senſe. bata of the Bieffing and 
Glory of God, and, of his beloved Sn; in 
de Team tation chat went before, my Sul 
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124 GRACE Abounding . 
was perplexed with Unbelief, © Blaſphemy, 


Hardneſs of Heart, Queſtions aböut the Be- 


ing of God, Chrift, the Truth of the Word, 
and Certainty of the World to come ; 1 ſoy; 


then I was greatly aſſaulted and tormented 


with Atheiſm, but now the Cafe was other- 
wiſe; now was God and Chriſt continually 


before my Face, though not in a Way of 


Comfort, but in a Way of exceedii Dread 
and Terror, The Glory of the Holineſs of 
God, did at this Time break me to Pieces ; 
and the Bowels and Compaſſion of Chriſt, 
did break me as on the W heel ; for I could 
not conſider him but as a loſt and rejected 
Chriſt, the Remenibrance cf which, was as 
the continua! breaking of my Bones. 

245. The Scriptures allo were wonderful 
Things unto me; I ſaw that the Truth and 
Verity of them were the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven; ' thoſe that the Scriptures 
favour, they muſt inberit Bliſs 5 but * thoſe 
that they oppoſe and condemn, muſt periflt 
for evermore: Oh F this Word, For the Scrip- 


tures cannot be broken, would rand the Cawl 


of my Heart; and ſo would that other, 


| Whoſe Sins ve remit, they are remitted; but 


whoſe Sins ye retain, they are retained :' | Now 


I faw the Apoſtles to be the Eiders of the 


City ot Refuge, Feoſhua xx. 4. thoſe that they 


were to reccive in, were received to Life; but 


thoſe that they ſhut out, were to be {lain by the 
Avenger of Blood. 

246, Oh! one Sentence N the Scripture did 
more 
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more afflict and terriſy my Mind, I mean thoſe 
Sentences that ſtood againſt me (as ſometimes I 


thought they every one did) more, I fay, than 


an Army of Forty Thouſand Men that might 
come againſt me. Woe be to bim againſt 
whom the Scriptures bend themſzlyes | | 

247. By this Temptation I was made to 
ſee more into the Nature of the Promiſes than 
ever I had before; for I lying now trembling 


under the mighty Hand of God, continually 
torn and rent by the Thundering of his Ju-- 


ſtice; this made me with careſul Heart, and 
watchful Eye, with great Fearſulneſs to turn 


over every Leaf, and with much Diligence, 


mixed with Trembling, to conſidet eve 


Sentence, together with Its natural Force and 


Latitude. 


248. By this Temptation alſo I was ek 
| holden off from my former fooliſh Practice of 


putting by the Word of Promiſe when it came 


into my Mind; for now, though I could not 
"ſuck that Comfort and Sweetne$ from the Pro- 
miſe, as T had done at other Times, yea, like 


to 4 Man a ſinking, I would catch at-all I aw; 


formerly I thought I might not meddle with 


the Promiſe, unleſs I felt its Comfort, but now 


*twas no Time thus to do, the Avenger Of 


Blood too hard]: did purſue me. 1 
2349. Now therefore was J glad to catch at 
that Word which yet I feared T had no Ground 


or Right to own ; and even to leap into the 
Boſom of that Promiſe chat yet 1 feared did 


1 Hat! his 1 againſt me. Now alſo I would 
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labour to take the Word as God bath laid it 


_ down, without reftraining the natural Force of 
one Syllable thereof: O! "what did! ſce in that 


bleſſed Sixth Chapter of St. Jahn, And him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, John vi. 


30. Now I began to conſider with myſelf, 


that God hath a bigger Mouth to ſpeak with, 


than Thad a Heart to conceive with; I thought 


alſo with myſelf, that he ſpake not his Words 


in Haſte, or in an unadvifed Heat, but with 
infinite Wiſdom and Judgment, and in very 


Truth and Faithſulneſs, 2 Sam. ill. 26. 


250. I would in theſe Days, often in my 


greateſt Agenies, even flounce towards the 
Promiſe, (as the Horſes do towards ſound. 


Ground, that yet tick in the Mire) concluding 


{though as cne almoſt bereft of his Wits thro' 


Fear) on this will I reſt and ſtay, and leave the 
fulfilling of it to the God of Heaven that 
made it, Oh ! many a Pull hath my Heart 
had with Satan, for that bleſſed Sixth Chapter 


of St. Jen; I did not now, as at other Times, 
look e e for Comfort, (though, O how 
d 


welcome would it have been unto me ! ) But 
now a W ord, a Word to. lean a weary Soul 
upon, that it might not fink for ever! TWas 
that I hunted for. 

251, Yea, often when I have been 1 1 


to the Promiſe, I have ſeen as if the Lord 


wou'd refuſe my Soul for ever ; I was often 
as if J had run upon the Pikes, and as if the 


Lord bad thruſt at me, to ke:p me frem 
him, as with a lapung Sword, Then would 1 


think 


tbink of Efther, who went to petition the 
King contrary to the Law, Efther iv, 16, I 


thought alſo of Benbadad's Servants, who 


went with Ropes upon their Heads to their 


Enemies for Mercy, 1 Kings xx. 31, Cc. 


The Woman of Canaan alſo, that would not 


be daunted, though called Dog by Carift, 
Matt, xv. 22, Cc, and the Man that went to 
borrow Bread at Midnight, Juke i. 5, 6, 7,. 


8, &c. were alſo great Encouragements unto 
me, — ff 

252, I never faw thoſe Heighths and Depths 
in Grace, and Love, and Mercy, as I ſaw af- 


ter this Temptation; great Sins to draw out 
great Grace; and where Guilt is moſt ter- 
rible and fierce, there the Mercy of God in 


Chriſt, when ſhewed to the Saul, appears 


moſt High and Mighty, When Fob bad paſ- 
ſed through his Captivity, he had twice as 


much as he had before, Job xlii. 10. Bleſſed 


be God for Jefus Chriſt our Lord, Many 


other Things I might here make Obſervation 
of, but I would be brief, and therefore ſhall 
at this Time omit them, and do pray Gd 
that my Harms may make others fear to o. 
fend, leſt they alſo be made to bear the Iron 

I had two or three Times, at or about 
my Deliverance from this Temptation, ſuch 


ſtrange Apprehenſions of the Grace of God, 
that I could hardly bear up under it; it was 
ſo out of Meaſure 4mazing, when I thought 


It could reach me, that I do think if that 
Pom £4"; Scale 
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Senſe of it had abode long upon me, it would wwe 
have made me uncapable for Bufinck, : #0 
2853. New I ſhall go forward to give you a | i 
Relation of other of the Lord's Dealings with 1 
'$ | me 2  lundry other Sea ſc Sy and of the Temp- of 
[- REIN, then did meet withal, I hall begin 12 
1 with what I met with when firſt I did join in bob 
. WE with the Prople of Gcd in Be- Ba, 
5 Jord. After I had propounded to the Church, 1 f 
[ that my Deſire was to walk in the Order and bie 
Ordinances of Chriſt wich them, and was alſo i | No 
4 admitted by wem: While { thought of. that | | the 
I blefled Ordinance of Chiift, which was his I tha 
1 Laſt Supper with bis Diſcy; Jes before his Deatk, Tre 
i that Scripture. Do this in Remembrance of me, 7 
{ Luke XXii. 19. was made a very precious — 
i Word unto me: For by it the Lord did come Spr 
| comn upon my Conicicnce with the Diſcovery mu 
5 of bis Death for my Sins; and as 1 then felt, mu 
; did as if he plung.d me in the Virtue of the beg 
1 fame.. But behold, I had not "been long a Ex 
5 Partaker zt that Ordinance, but ſuch flerce 2 the 
1 and ſad Temptation did atiend me at all Times ſed 
4 therein, bot a to blaſpheme the Ocdinance, and Na 
co wiſh ſame deadly Thing to thoſe that. then Wat 
iN did eat thereof: That eaſt I ſhould at any end 
"i Time be guilty of conſenting to theſe wicked con 
9 and fearful Thoughts, I was forced to pen — 7 
A my ſelf all the whije, to pray to God to keep Mu 
| me from ſuch Blaſphenyes ; And alſo end neſs 
| to God to bleſs the Cup and Bread to them, flac 
as it were from Mouth to Mouth. The Rea- pan 
ſon of this Temptation, I have thought ſince, wh 
TE a Was, | 


* 


thr the Chief f Sinners. 129 


Was, becauſe I did not with that Reverence 


that became me, at tuft approach, to partake 
thereof, 


254. Thus I continued for Three Quarters 


of a Year,.. and could never have RR nor 
Faſe: But at the. laſt the Lord came in upon 


my goul with that ſame Scripture, by which © 
my Soul was viſited before : And after that, 


I have been ufually very well and comforta- 
ble in the partaking of that bleſſed Ocdi- 
nance, and "have, I truſt, . therein diſcerned 


| the Lord's Body, as eln for my Cages ind. 
that his precious. B! 09d hatn been th; d for my. 


| Tranſgreſſions. 


255. Upon a Time I was ſomething incli- 
ning to a Conſumption, wherewith about the 


Spring I was ſuddenly and violently ſeized, with 


much Weakneſs in my outward Man; inſo- 
much that 1 thought I could hot live. No-. 
began I afreſh to give, myſelf up to a terious - 


Examination after my. State and Condition for 


the ſuture, and. of my Evidenccs for that blei- 
ſed World. to come: For it hath; J bleſs. the 
Name of God, been =o uſual Courſe; as al- 


ways, ſo eſpecially in the Day of AM ion, to 
endeavour to keep my Intereft in the, Life to 
come, clear before mine Eyes. 


256. But I had no os ner began to * to 
Mind my former, Exp: rie nce of. the Gocds- - 
neſs of God to my Soul, but tiere came 
locking into my Mind an dle Com- | 
pany op my Sins and Tragſg zreſſions; amongſt 


which theſe, were at this Tame moſt to my 
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AMi&tion, namely, my Deaine's, Datnefs, 
and Coldne's in my Holy Duties; my Wan- 
diirgs of Heart, of my Weariſomneß in al! 


5 good Things, my Want of Love to God, his 


W. ays and People, with this at the Ead of all, 


Are theſe the Fruits of Chriſtianiy? Are 2 
Teihens 7 a beſſed Man? 


257, At the Apprehenſions of theſe Things 


muy vicxnefs was doubled upon me, for now | 


was ſick in my inward Man, my Soul wa: 


clogged with Guilt ; now alio was my for- 


ner Experience of God's Goodneſs. to mie, 
Quite taken out of my Mind, and hid as if 


they had, never been, cr-ſcen ; Now was my 


Soul greatly pitched between theſe two Confi- 
derations, Live I mu not, Die I dare na: 
Now I funk and tell in my Spirit, and was 
giving all up for loſt; but as I. Was walking up 
and down in the He vuſe, as a Man in a mo}: 
worful State, that Word of God took hole 
of my Heart, Ie are juftified fre reh by bis Grac: 


_ through the  Regemptiqn that is in Chriſ Ja 


Rom. iii. 24. But Ob, what a ] urn it mac 
upon me 

25 8. Now was I as one awaked out o 
ſome troubleſome. Sleep and Dream; and lift 
ning ta this Heavenly Sentence, I was as if 


1 


I had heard it thus ſpoken to me, Sinner, tha: 
thin, that becauſe tb Sins and Infirm:- 


tres, 4 cannet. ſave thy Saul; but behalg, 15 
Son it by mes And rpan him [ bok, and not en 


 thee,. and Heal! deal with thee according as 4 an 
pieajed with bite. : At th! 5 1 Was eie en- 


ligntacl 
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lightned in my Mind, and made to under- 
ſtand, that God could juſtiſy a Sinner at any 


By Time ; 3 it was but his looking upon Chriſt, and 
imputing of his Benefits to us, and the Word 


was forthwith. done. 


2259. And as I was thus in a Muſs, that 
: S alfo came with great Power upon 
my Spirit, Net by IVarks of Righteouſneſs tht 


zb e have done, but according to bis Mercy 
hath ſaved ns, &. 2 Tim. i. „„ Hh Se 


Now was 1 got on High, I ſaw myſelf with- 


in the Arms of Grace and Mercy, and though 


I was before afraid to think of a dying Hour, 
vet now I cried, Let me die; Now Death 


was lovely and beautiful in my Sight, for 1 


ſaw we Hall never live indeed, till we be gene to 


' the other Morld. Oh methought this Life 


is but a Slumber, in compariſon of that Above. 


At this Time alfo I faw more in theſe Words, 
Heir of God, (Rom.. viii. 17.} than ever I ſhill 
be able to exprets while I live in this World; 


Heirs of. Gad God himſelf is the portion of | 
the Saints. Tais I ſaw and. wondred at, but 


cannot tell you what I ſaw. 


260. Again, as I was at another Time very 
land weak, all that Time alſo the Tempter 
did beſet nie ſtrongly, (for F find he is much 
for aſſaulting the Saul, when it begins to 


approach towards the Grave, then is bis 


Opportunity) labouring to hide ſfrom me 
f . Gog's Good 
nes. 5 allo ſetting before me tte Terrors of || 

E 6 Deatb, 


my ſormer Experience 
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Death, and the Judgment of God, inſomuch 
that at this Time, through my Fear of miſ- 


carrying for ever - (ſhould I now die) I was 
as one dead before Death came, and was as 


if I had felt my ſelf already . deſcenting into 
the Pit; mcthought I ſaid, There Was nd 


Way, but to Hell I muſt ; but behold, juſt 
as I was in the Midſt of thoſe Fears, theſc 


Words of the Ange!'s carrying Lazarus into 


Abrahem's Boſom dartzd in upon me, as 


who ſhould ſay, So it Hall be with thee whe: 


thou deft leave this Merid. This did ſweetly 


revive my Spicits, and help me to hope in 
God; which when I had with Comfort muſed 
on a Wie, that Word fell with, great Weight 
upon my Mind, O Death, where is thy Sting 


© Grave, where is thy Viftery ! 1 Cor. xv. 55. 


At this I.became both well in Body and Mind 
at once, ior my Sickneſs did preſently vaniſh, 
and I walked cemfortab'y in my Work for God 
REIN, | | | ke, 

261. At another. Time, though. juſt before 
I was preity well and /avcury in my Split, 
yet ſuddenly there fell upon me a great Cloud 
of Darkneſs,. which did jo hide from me the 
£hings of God and Chrift, . that Lwas as: it 


I had never. feen er known, them in my Life : 


T was alio fo ver- run. in my Saul with a ſenſc- 
leſs heartleſs Frame of Spirit, that I.could not 
fee] my Saul to move, or ſtir after Grace and 
Life, ty Chriſty. 1 was 2s it my Loins were 
brcken,. or. zs if wy Hands and Ecet had been 
tzed or bound with Chains. At this . 

| ally 
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alſo 1 felt ſome Weakneſs to ſeize upon my out- 
ward Man, Which made ſtill the other Aﬀiic- 


W.. 
262. Aſter I had been in chis. Condition. C 
ſome three or. four Days, as-I.was {img bx 


tion the more heavy. and uncomfortable W 


the Fire, I ſuddenly felt this Word. to ound 


Fl 
$1 : 
in my Heart, I oft ge to Jeſus; at «this Wy. 0 


former Darkneſs and Atheiſn fled away, an and [t 


the bleſſzd Things of. Heaven, were, ſet. in my 
View. While 15 was on this, ſudden thus gver- 
taken with Surprize, Wite, - faid. T, is there 
ever ſuch a. Scripture, I muft go te. Feſus ? She. 
ſaid, ſhe could not teil; therefore I. ſtood mu- 
ſing ſtill, to fee if Lxould remember ſuch, a 
Place: I;had not fat above o or three Mi- 
nutes, but that came bolting in hn me, 
And to an innumerable Company of Angels ; and 


1 
6 


* 
' 
13 
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Withel the Twelith Chapter of Hebre ros, about 
the Mount A was jet bjore mane Eyes, Hb. 
xii. 22, 23, 2 
253. Iden Aich Joy+1 told, my Wie, 0. 3 
naw 1 know, I know ! But that Night was a 
good Nzht to me, I never had but iew better 
Llonged for the Company of fame of God's 1 
anke that Light. bave imfafte. unte them 
vhat God had ſhewed me. 
cious Chuſt. to my Saul that Nigut; : I could | 
icerce lie in my Bed for Joy, and Peace, and 
Triumph, through  Carift. ., Tris great Gly. 
diq not continua upon me unt. Morning, yet 
the, LWelteg Septen ot. the Epilbe to the e- 


bre, 14 


Chriſt was a pre- 


; x 
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brews, Heb. xii. 22, 23. was a bleffed Scripture - 
do me for many Days together after this, 
2064. The Words are theſe : + are come to 
Ant Sion, to the City of the Living God, to 
| . the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innume? ah 
Company of Angels, to the General  Affombly and 
WAN Church of”- the Firft-born, which are written in 
| lh Heaven; to Ged the Judge of all, and to the 
Spirits of Fuft Men made Perfect, Wa to Jeſus 
' the Mediator of the New Teſtament, and to the 
Blzd of Sprinkling, that ſpeaketh better Things 
tan that of Abel. Through this Sentence the 
Lord led me over and over, "firſt to this Word, 
aud then ſo that, and ſhewed me wonderful 
Glory in every one of them, Theſe Words 
alio have oft f nee that Time, been great Re- 
 freſhment to my Spirit, Blelled be God for 
having Mercy on me. | 


ed F LI Yb 
A Brief Account of the Avtnor's 
Call 20 the Work of the Miniſtry. 


265. 1 now I am ſpeaking my Expe- - 
| -. rience, 1 will in this Place thruſt 5 
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in a Word or two concerning my Preaching . 

|. the Word, and of God's dealing with me in 
that Parricular ao. Aſtet I bad been about 

tre or fix Years awakened, and helped myſelf 

| to. 
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to ſee both the Want and Worth of Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord, and alto enabled to ventute 
my Soul upon bim ſome of the moſt able 
among the Saints with vs, I ſay, the moſt 
ableſt for Judgment and Holinels of Liſe, as 
they conceived, . did perceive that God had 


counted me worthy to underſtand ſomething 


of his Will in his holy and bleſſed Word, 
and had given me Utterance in ſome Meaſure, 


to expreſs what I ſaw to others, for Edifica- 
tion; therefore they deſired me, and that 
with much Earneftqels, that JI would be wil- . 
ling, at ſome Times, to take in Hand, in one 
of the Meetings, to ſpeak a Word of Exhor- | 


tation unto then: | 


266, The which, hath at the firſt it did ] 


much taſh and abrſh. my Spirit, yet being 


till by them deſired au intreated, I con- % 
ſented to their Requeſt, , and id twice at 


two ſeveral Aﬀembli:s, (but in private) tao? 
with much Weakneſs aud Infirmity, diſco- 
ver my. Gift amonęſt tzem 3 at which 2 


not only ſeemed to be, but id ſolemnly pro- | | 


teſt, as in the Sight of the great Gd, they | 
were both affect 4 and comforted; and gave 
Thanks ta the Father of Mercics, for. the. * 
Grace beſtowed. on me. 

267. After, this, ſometimes, when ſome of”, 
chem did go into the Country ta teach, thzy 
would alſe that I ſhould. go with them; bby 
theugh, as yet, I. did not, nor durſt not, 


more: privately ill, as J came amopgtt the 
$900. 
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make uſe *of my Gift in an open Way, yet. 
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good People in thoſe Places, I did lometimes 
ſpeak a Word of Admonition unto them al- 
fo; the which they, as the other, received 
with rejoicing at the Mercy of God to Me- 
ward, prof ix g their Sous were Fa. fied 
thereby. | 

268. 1 to de brief, at laſt, . 
ing (till defired by the Church, after a. 
ſoſemn Prayer to the Lord, with Faſting, I 
Was more particularly called forth, apd ap- 1 
, Pointed to a more ordinary | "and. publiek 
Preaching of the Word, not. only to, and 
amongſt them that believed, but alſo to of- 
ter, the Goſpel, to thoſe who had not yet 
received the Faith thereof : Atout which 
Time I did evidently find in my Mind a ſecret 
. pricking forward thereto ; thougb, * bleſs 
God, not for. Deſite of Vain-Glory, lor at. 
that Time 1 was moſt ſorely afflicteq with the 
bery Darts of the Deyil, Concerning my Eter- 
nal State. 
209. But yet I could not be content, un- 
leſs I was icund in the Exerciſe of m y Gift, 
uato which alſo 1 Was greatly anima ted ''s not 
only by the continual D-fues of tae Godly, , 
. but alto by that Saying of. Paw to the Corin- 
thians, J beſeech you, . Bretor en, (ge know ge 
Heut of S.epl anus, that it 75 the Fſl-Hruits 
e Achaia, and that they have addicted . 
za the Minifry of the Saints) that ye ſubmit jour - 
ſelves unto ſuch, and to every one that helpeth with » 
13, aud. labaureth, 1. Con, Xvi. 153 7 
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270. By "this Text I was made to ſee that 
the Holy Ghoſt never intended that Men who 
have G fts and Abilities, ſhould bury them 
in the Earth, but rather did command and 
ſtir up fuch to the Exerciſe of their Gift, 

and alſo did eommend thofe that were apt 
and ready ſo to do, They have addicted them- 


| felves te the Min/try of the Saints. This Scrip- | 


ture in theſe Days, did continually run in wy 
| Mind, to encourage me, and ſtrengthen me. in 


this my Work for G d.; I have af; been en- 


couraged from ſeveral other Scriptures and Ex- 
amples of the God'y, both ſpecified in the 
W ord, and other ancient Hiſtories, As viii. 
4. and Xviii, 24, 25. 1 Pet. iv. 10. Rom. 
xil. b. Fox's As and Mon. | 


271. Wherefore, though of myſelf, of all 


the Saints, the mot? unworthy, >» yet I, but with 
great Fear and Trembling at the Sicht of my 
own Weakneſs; did, ſet upon the Work, and 
did according to my Gift, and the Proportion 
of my Fai Þ, Preach that blefied. Golpel that 
God Bas Rewed me in the holy Word” of 
Truth : Which when the Count underſtood 
they came in to hear the Ward 11 Hose 
and that from all Parts, though, upon divers 
and ſungry Accounts, God, be 
2.32. Aud L thank 2 gave unto 
ſome Meaſure Bowels and Pity for ew 
Souls, "which alſo did put me forward to la- 
bour, with great Diligence and Earneſtaeſs, 
to find cut ſuch a Word as might, if God 
wauld blc!s it, lay bold of, and awaken. the 


Con- 
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C-n{cience, in which alſo the good Lord had 


Reſpect to the Deſite of his Servant; for I 
had not Preached long, before ſome began to 
be touched, and be greatly afflited in their 
Minds at the Apprehenſion of the greatneſs 


of their Sin, and of their Need of J-ſus 
Chriſt, 5 


273. But I fiift could not believe that God 


ſhould ſpeak by me to the Heart of any Man, 


Kil! counting myſelf unworthy ; yet thoſe 


_ who were thus touched, would love me, and 
have a particular Reſpect for me; and though 
I did put it from me, that they ſhould de 


awakened by me, ſtill they would confeß it, 


and affirm it before the Sains of God; they 


would alſo bleſs God for me, (unworthy 


_ Wretch that I am!) and count me God's In- 


ſtrument that ſhe wed to them the. Way of Sal- 
vation, 5 

274. Wherefore ſeeing them in both their 
Words and Deeds to be fo conſtant, and aifo 
in their Hearts fo earneſtly preſſing after the 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, rejoicing that ever 
God did ſend me where they were ; then I 
began to conclude it might be ſo, that God 
Had owned in is Work ſuch a fooliſh one as 


I; and then came that Word of God to my 
Heart, with much ſweet Refreſhment, The 
Bleſſing of them that are ready to periſh, is come 


upon me; yea, I cauſed the Wideu's Heart ts fing 


fer Foy, Job. xxix. 12. 


275, At this therefore I rejoiced, yea, the 
Tears of thoſe whom God did awaken by my 
ÞP-aching, 


i p iam. C.: 


2 
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Preaching, would be both Solace and Encou- 


ragement to me; I thought on thoſe Sayings, 


II bo is he that maketh me glad, but the ſame that 
is made ſorry by me ? 2 Cor, xx. And again, 
Though I be nat an Aps/llt to others, yet doubtleſs, 

1 am unto you, for the Seal of my Apn/ileſhip are 


ye in the Lars, 1 Cor. vi. 2. Thele Things 


therefore, were as another Argument unto me, 
that God had called me to, and ſtood by me in 
this Work. 


276. In my Preaching of the Word, S HE 


took ſpecial Notice of this one Thing, name- 
ly. That the Lord did lead me to begin 


where his Word begins with Sinners; that 


is, to condemn all Fleſh, and to open and 
alledge, that the Curſe of God by the Law, 


doth "belong to, and lay, hold on all Men as. 


they come into the World, becauſe of Sin. 
Now this Part of my Work 1 fulfilled with 


great Ceaſe, for the Terrors of the Law, and 


Guilt for my Tranſgreſſions, lay heavy on my 


Conſcience; 1 Preached what I felt, what 1 


{marting'y did feel, even that under which 

my poor Soul did groan and tremble to Aſto- 
nila: t. 

„Indeed, I have been as one ſent to 


he from the Dead; I went myſelk in 


Chains, to Preach to them in Chains; and 
carried that Fire in my own Conſcience, that 
I pz:ſuaded them to be aware of, I can truly 
fay, and that without Diſſembling, that when 
J have been to Preach, I have gone full of 


Quilt and Terror, even to the — 
an 
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and there it hath deen taken off, and I haye 
been at Liberty in my Mind until T have done 
my Work; and then immediately, even be- 
fore I could get down che Pulpit-Stai rs, I have 
been As bed as I was befqre > yet God carried 
me on, but ſurely wich A frong Hand, for nei- 
- ther, Guilt nor Hell could take me off my 

Work. 115 
278. Thus J went for the ren of two 
Yea! crying out againſt Mens Sins, and 
their fearful State b-cauſe of them. After 
which, the Lord came in upon my own 
Soul, with ſore ſure Peace and Comfort 
' through Chriſt ; for he 5 give me many 
Tweet D erte of his vlefſ? 4 Grace through 
him : Wherefore now. alter'd in my Preach- 
ing, (for fill I Preached what I ſaw and felt) 
now therefore I did much labour to hold with 
2 Chrift, in All his "Offices, Relations, and 
Deffts” Wars the World, and did firive alſo 
obs diſcover, to condemn, and remove thoſe 
falſe Supports and Props on which the World 
doth both lean, and by them fall and periſh. 
On theſe Things, allo 1 ſtaid as long as on the 

| other, 

4 279. After thie, God le me ipto ſome- 

a thing of the M. ſtery of the Union of Chriſt; 
+8 where fore that 1 diſcovered. and be wed 
f | to them allo, And, when J. had travel? d 
0 through theſe three chief Points of the Wofd 
1 of God, about the Space of five Yehrs Or 
- - more, J was caught in m7 preſent PraQice, 
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as long again to Rr hag the Truth by Way 
of Suf-ring, as I was before in Teftifying of 
it according to the Sctip pt, in a Way of 
Preaching. 

280. When! have been Fiesch ing, I thank 
God, my Heart hath 0.teny a all the Time of 
this and the other -Ex-rcite, wich great Earneft- | 
neſs cried to Gad that ne would make the 
Word eff. ctual to the Salvation of the Sul; 
ſtill deing grieved If the Enemy ſhould take 
the Word aw: y from the Codfcience, and fo it 
ſhould become unfruitful: Wherefore I ſhatl - 
labour to ſpeak the Word, as that thereby, if 
it were poſſible, the Sin and Perſon guilty, might 
be particularized by it. 

2917. Alſo when I have done the 1 
it bath gone to my Heart, to think the Word 
!hould now fall as Rain on Stony Places, ſtill 
wiſhing' from my Heart, On! that they who 
have heard me ſgeak this Day, did but ſee as. 
Ido, what Sin, Death, Hell, and the Curſe of 
God is; and alfo what the Gn and Love, 
and Mercy of God is, through Chriſt, to Men 
in ſuch a Caſe as they are, who are yet 
ciranged from him. And indeed, I did oft- 
en fay in my Heart before the Lord, That if 
be hanged up prefenth before their Eyes, 


Wild be a. Means to awaken them, and confirm 


them in the 7 ruth, 1 eld. ſhould be con- 
rented, 

282. For 1 3 been in my Praca 
eſpecially When 1 have. been engaged in the 


D-Qrine of Life by Chriſt, without Works, 
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as if an Angel of God had food by at my 


Back to encourage me; Oh ! it hath .been 
with ſuch Power and Heavenly Evidence upon 


my own Soul, While I have been labouring 
to uniold it, to demonſftrrte it, and be faſten 
it upon the Conſciences of others; that I 
cone: not be contented with are 1 believe 
aud am fare; methought I was more than 


ſure (if it be lawful to expreſs myſelf) that 


thoſe Things which then 1 aſlerted, were 
true. 


283. When 1 irt went to Preach the 


Word Abroad, the Dectors and Prieſts of 
tne Country did open wide againſt me: 


But I was perſuaded of this, Not to render 


Railing for Railing, but to ſce how many of 
their carnal Profeſſors I could convince of 
their miſerable State by the Law, and of tha 
Want and Worth of Chriſt ; for thought I, 
That hu anſwer for me in 75 me to come, 2 
they fhail Ti fer my Hire befwe thiir Face, 
Gen. xxx. 33. 

284. | never cared to meddle with Things 
that were controverted, and in Dfpute among 


the Saints, eſpecially Things of the low: 


Nature: yet it plzaied me much to contend 


with great Earneftncſs for the Word of 
Faith, and the Remiſſion of Sins by the Death 
and Sufferings of Jeſus 3 but 1 ſay, as to 


other Things, I would let them aione, be- 
caule I ſaw they engendred Strife, and be- 
cauſe that they neither in doing, not in leav- 
ing ur , did commend us to God to be 

his 


„ wats 6% Wy —< mee 


©» a. tow als. a gt A cs A 


/ ORD | 


PAL ae df an. we HO Ouoow. ious ws. e ans © ant. © end 


—1 


to the Chief of Sinners. 143 
his: Beſides, I ſaw my Work before me did 


run into another Channel, even to carry an 


awakening Word; to that theretore 1 did 
ſick and adhere, VVV 
285. 1 gever endeavour'd to, nor durſt make 
Uſe of other Mens Lines, Rom, xv. 18. (tho 
1 condemn nat all that do) for I verily thought, 
and found by Experience, that what was 
taught me by the Word and Spirit of Chriſt, 
could be ſpoken, maintained, and ſtood to, 
by the toundefſt and beſt eſtabliſned Conſci- 
ence ; and though I will not now fp-ak all 
that I know in this Matter ; yet my Expe- 
rience hath more Intereſt in that Text of 
Scripture, Gal. i. 11, 12. than many amongſt 
Men are aware, e 

286. If any of thoſe who were awakened 
by my Miniſtry, ci after that fall back, (as 


ſometimes too many did) I can truly ſay, 


their Loſs hath been more to me, than if my 


own Children, begotten of my own Body, had 


been going to their Grave; I think verily, 1 


may ſpeak it without any Offence to the 


Lord, nothing has gone fo near me as that; 
unleſs it was the Fear of the Lots of the Sal- 
vation of my own Soul. I have counted rs 
it I bad goodly Buildings and Lordſhips in 
thoſe Places where my Children were born: 
My Heart hath been ſo wrapped up in the 
Glory of this excellent Work, that I ceunt- 
ed myſelf more bleſſed and honoured of God 
by this, than if he had made me the Empe- 
Tor of the Chriſtian World, or the Lord of 
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all the Glary of the Earth without it! Oh 
theſe Words! He that converteth a Sinner from” 
tbe Error of bis May, doth ſave a Soul fron” 
Death, James v. 20. The Fruit of the Righte= 
cus is Tree of Life ; and he that winneth my g 
is wiſe, Pov. xi. 30. They that be wiſe ſhalt ä 
ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and 
they that turn many 15 Righteouſneſs, as the Stars 
for ever and ever, Dan. xii, 3. For That is aur 
Hue, cur Foy, or Grown of Rejoicing * Are + 
not ye even in the Preſence of our Lard Feſus 
Chrift at his Coming ? For ye are our Glory and 
Foy, 1 Theſ. ii. 19, 20. Theſe, I ſay, with 
many. others of a like Nature, have been, great 
Refreſhments to me. 
287. I have obſerved, That where J have 
had a Work to do for God, I have had firſt, 
as it were, the going of God upon my Spirit, 
to deſire I mizht Preach there: I have alſo 
obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch Souls in parti- 
| cular, have been ſtrongly ſet upon my Heart, 
4 and I ſtirred up to -viſh for their Salvation; 
| and - that theſe very Souls have, after this, 
| been gien in the Früits of my Miniftry, 1 
have obſerved, that a Word caſt m by the by, 
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Wn | hath done more Execution in a Seri mon, than A 
all that was ſpoken beſides : Sometimes alſo, 4 
. when I have thought | I'did no Good, then 1 4 
\ did the moſt of all; and at other Tate When 
| I thought I ſhould catch them, I have filhed for ( 
. nothing. | / 
288. I have alſo obige rved, that where cher 5 


has been a Work to do upon Sinners, there 
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the Devil hath begun to roar in the Hearts, 
and by the Mouths of his S-rvanis ; yca, 
often times, when the wicked World hath 
razed moſt, there hath been S u's awaked by 
the Word: I could inſtance Particulars, but I 
forhear, 


289. My great D.fire in my ſu filing my 
Min:ttry, was, to get into the darkeſt Places 


of the Country, even amongſt thoſe People 


that were fartheſt off of Pioſeſſion: Yet not 


becauſe I could not endure the Light, (for I 
frared not to ſhew my Goſpel to any) but 
becauſe I found ny Spirit dit lean molt after 
awakening and converting Werk, and the 
Word that I carried did lean nicit moſt that 
Way alſo; Tia, jo have I ſtrived to Preach 
the Goſpel, not where Chriſt was named, leſt I 
Jrould build upon another Man's Foundation, Rom. 
, 7: | 
290. In my Preaching I have really been in 
Pain, and have, as it were, travailed to bring 
forth Children to God, ncither could I be ſa- 
tisfied unleſs ſome Fiuits did appear in my 


Work : If I were fiuitleſs, it mattered not 


who commended me; but if I were fruitful, I 
cared not who did condemn, I have thought 
of that, Lo, Children are an Heritage of the 
Lird ; and the Fruits of the Il imb is his Reward, 
As Arrews in the Hand of a mighty Man, ſo are 
Chilaren of the Youth, Happy, is the Man that 
hath filled his Quiver full of them ; they ſball not be 


aſhamed, but they ſhall ſpeak with" the Enemies in 


the Gate, Plalm cxxvii. 2, 4, 5. 
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201. It pl aſed me nothing to fee People 


drink in Opinions, if they T:emed ignorant 


of Jeſus Chtift, and the Worth of their own 
Salvat on, found Convict on for Sin, cſpeci- 

ally for Unbe lief, and an Heart ſet on Fire to 
4 en oY Curiſt, with ſtrong Breathings 


aſter at 1 Soul: That it was that 


delighted © _-; z thoſe were the Souls I Countes 
ble ſſed. PE. 
2092. But in this Work, as in all other, I 
had my Temptations attendin- me, and that 
of divers Kinds, as fometimes I ſheu'd be al- 
ſaulted with » reat Diſcouragement thetein; 
fearing that I ſhould not be able to ſpeak 2 
Word at all to Edification; nay, that I thould 
not be able to ſpeak Senic unto the People ; at 
which Times I ſhould have fuch a ſtrange Faint- 
neſs aud Strengthleineſs feize- upon my Body, 
that my Legs have ſcarce been able to carry me 
£0 8 Place of Exerciſe. 

. Sometimes again, when J have been 
"Fit Ava I have been violently aſſaulted 
with Thoughts of Blaſphemy, and ſtropgly 
tempted to ipeak the Words with my Mouth 
befor e the Congregation, I have alſo at ſome 
Time, even when, I have begun to ſpeak the 
Word, with much. Clearneis, Evidence, and 
Liberty of Speech, yet been, before the end- 
ing of chat Opportunity, ſo blinded, and fo 
eſtranged from the Things I have been ſpeak- 
ing, and have been alio fo ſtlaitned in my 
Speech, as to Utterance before the People, 
that I have been, as if J had not known, or 


remein- 
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remembred what I have been about; or as if i 
my Head had been in a 28 all the Time of 

my Excrcile. 
294. Again, when a 3 I have 
deen about to Preach. upon ſome, ſmart - and 
ſearching Portion of the Ward, I have found 
the Temoter ſuggeſt, Nyat ! wil! you Preach 
his ! This condemns your ſelf; of this your own 
Soul is guilty ; wherefore Preach net of this at 
all; or i, yau do, yet e mince it, as te make way 
for your own Eſcape ; left inſtead of awakening 


; atbers, yeu lay that Guilt upan j our own Saus that 
„ you will never gel from under. 
5 295. But, I thank the Lord, I have _ 
i kept trom conſenting. te theſe ſo horrid Sug- 
0 geitions, and have rather, as Sampſon, bowed 
- | myſelf with all my Might, to condemn Sin 
Y and Tranſgreſſion, Mattie J found it; yea, 
e though therein alſo I did bring Guilt upon my 

| own Conſcience ; Let me die, thought I, with 
n | e Philiſtines, Judges xvi. 29, 39, rather than 
d deal cortuptly wich the blefted Word of God, 
ly { Thou that teachsſt another, teachef! not thou thy- 
h | , It is far better then to judge thyſelf, 
ie even by Preaching plainly unto others, than 
he thou, to ſave thyſ-!f, impriſon the Truth in 
ad ' Unright:ouſaeſs : Bleſſed be God for his Help 
d- alſo in this. 
fo 296. Þ have alſo, white found | in this bleſ-... 3 
K Ty ork of Chriſt, been often tempted to 
ny. | Pride and Liftings up of Heart ; and though 
le, I dare not fay, I have not been affected with 
br As. * truly the Lord, of his precicus 


m- i 5 Mercy, 
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Mercy, hath fo carriel it towar s me, that 
tor the moſt Part I have had but ſmall Joy. to 
give Way to ſuch a Thing: For it h:th been 
my every Days Portion to be let into the 
Evil of my own Heart, and ſti! made to fee. 
ſuch a Muititude of Corruptions and Infirmi- 
ties therein, that it hath ca led banging down 


of the Head under all my Giits a Attatn 


ments: * felt this Thorn in the Fleſh, 
(2 Cor. xii. 8, 9.) the very Mercy of God 
to r 
1 hive alſo had, together with this, 
Fs. er Place or other of the Word pre- 
ſented before me, which Word hach contained 
in it ſome ſharp and piercing Sentence concern- 
ing the periſhing g of the Saul, notwithſtanding | 
Gifts and Parts ; ; as for inttance, that hath 
been of great Uſe to me, Though I ſpeak with 
the Tongues of Men and Angels, and have nit 
Charit;, I am beceme as ſounding Braſs, and a 
tinl. ing C;mbal, 1 Cor, xiii, 1, 2. 
298. A tinkling Cymbal is an luſtrument 
H Muſick, with "which a skilful Player can 
make ſuch melodives un Rear e Mu- 
tick, that ail who hear him Play, can ſdarce- 
ly hold from Dancin:; and yet behold the 
TC) -mbal hath not Lite, neither comes the 
Mite k from it, but becauſe of the Att of him 
that Plays therewith 3 fo then the Inſtrument 
at laſt may come to nourkt and periſh, though 
in Tune: paſt fuch Muſick hath been made up 


Cn it. 
299. Juſt 
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299. Juſt thus I aw it was, an will be, 
with them that have Gifts, but want ſaving 


Grace; they are in the Hand of Cariſt, as 
the Cymbal in the Hand of David; ind as 
David could with the Cymbal make tnat Mirth 


in the Service of God, as h elevate the Hearts 
of the Worſhippers, ſo Chrift can uſe theſe 
gifted Men, as with them to _aftect tac Souls 
3 bis People in his Church; yet when he hath 


done ail, hang them by, as life! we, though 
Founding Cymbals, 


300. This Conſideration therefore, toge⸗ 
ther with ſome others, were for te moſt 


Part, as a Maul on the Head of Pride, and 
Deſire of Vain-glory: What, thought I, ſhall 


J be proud becauſe I am a founding Braſs ? 


Is it fo much to be a Fiddle ? Hach not the 
leaſt Creature that hath Life, more of God iu 


it than theie? Beſides, I knew "twas Love 
ſhould never dic, but theſe muſt ceaſe and 
vaniſh : 80 I conclude, a Itle Grace, a 
littie Love, a little of the true Fear vi God, 
is better than. all the Gifts : Yea, and Lam 
fully convinced of it, that it is poſſible for 
Souls that can ſcarce give a Man àn Anſwer, 


but with great Confuſion as to Method, I ſay, 


it is as p Mble for them to have a Thoaſand 
Times more Grace, and fo to be more ie 


the Love and Favour of the Lord, than f. 
who by the Virtue of the Gift of en de 
can delis er themſelves like Anz Zels. 


83 5 301. Thus 
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150 GRACE Abounding 
301. Thus therefore I came to perceive, that 
though Gifts in themſelves were good, to the 
Ting for which they are deſigned, to wit, the 
Evifcation of others, yet empty and without 
Power to fave the Soul of tim that hath them, 
# they be ane: Neither are they, as ſo, any 
Sion of a Man's State to be happy, being only 
2 Diſpenſation of God to ſome, of whoie Im< 
provement, or Non- improvement, they muſk 
when a little Love more is over, give an Ac- 
court to him that is ready to Judge the Quick 
And the Dead. 

302. This ſhewed me too, that Gifts being 
alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, but 
decauſe of thoſe Evils that attend them that 
have them, to wit, Pride, Deſire of Vain-glory, 
Self⸗conceit, Sc. all which were eafily blown 
up at the Applauſe and Commendation at 
every unadvited Chriſtian, to the encangering 
of a poor Creature to fall into the Condemna- 
tion of the Devil. 
. - 202. I ſaw therefore that he that hath Gifts, 
had: need be let into a Sight of the Nature of 
them, to wit, that they come ſhort of making 
of bi to de in a truiy ſaved Condition; leſt he 
reſt in them, and fo fall ſhort of the Grace of 
God. | 

304. He hath Cauſe alſo to walk humbly 
with God, and de little in his on Eyes, and 
to remember witha!, that his Gifts are not 
his ow?, but the Churches; and that hy them 
he is made a Servant to the Church; and he 
mutt Sive at laſt an Account of his Stewardlſbip 

undo 
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to the Chief of Sintters. 1 51 


unto the Lord Jefus; and to give a good Ace 


count, will be a bleſſed Thinz. | 

205. Let all Men therefore prize a little 
with the Fear of the Lord, (Gifts indeed are 
deſirable} but yet great Grace and ſmall Gifts 


are better tha: Treat (Gifts and no Grace. It 


doth not fav, the Lord gives Gifts and Glory, 
but the Lord gives Grace and Glory ; and 
bleffed is ſuch an one, to whom the Lord gives 


Grace, true Grace, for that is a certain F. ore- 


runner of Glory. 

306. But when Suan perceived Gt his 
thus tempting and aſſaulting of me, would 
not anſwer his D:fzn ;. to wit, to overitirow 
the Miniſtry, and make it ineffectual, as to the 
Ends thereof : Then he tried another Way,. 
which was, to ſtir up the Minds of the Igno- 


norant and Malicious to load me with Sland ers 


and Reproaches : Now therefore I may ſay, 

That what the Devil could deviſe, and his In- 

firuments invent, wes: whir.ed up and downs © 

the Country againſt me, thinking, as I faid,. 

tat by that M-ans ©: ey ſhould make my Mini- 
to be abandoned. 

307. It began therefore to be rumouret up- 
and down among the People, that I was a 
Witch, a Jeſdit, a Hizhwayman, and the 
like. 5 
308. To all which, I ſhall only ſay, God 
e that I am innocent. But as for mine 
Accuſers, let ti em prov ide thernſelves to meet 
me before the Tribunal of the Sen of God, 
there to anlwer for all theſe Things {with all 

G 4. the 
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152 GRACE Aboundins 
the reſt of their In quities) unleſs God ſhall give. 
them Repentance for them, for the which 1 
Pray With all NY Heart. 

Jog. But that which was reported with 
the doldeſt Confidence, w2s, that I had my, + 
Viſſes, my Moeres, my Baffards, yea, 209 
Erbes at once, and the like. Now theſe Slan- 
ders {with the others) I glory in, becauſe 
tut Sia nders, Fooliſh, or Knaviſh Lyes, and 

Faſh e ds 2 upon me by the Devil and hs 

Ned; and mould I not te dealt with thus 

wickculg by the W Lorle, [ ſhou:d want one 

dien of à Saint, and a Child of God. BH 
are ven (ad the Lord Jeſus) when Men Hall 
revue 3e and re cute ven, and ſtull = at. 
aner of Evi of you falſeh for my Sale, 
rejoice and tt exceeuing glad, fer great is your 
Reward m fHleaven; fir fo perfected they 
te Prophets which were before youy Matth. 
. 
310. Theſe Things che efore, upon mine 
own Account, trouble me nut; no, thouzh 
they were twenty Times moe than they are. 
I have 2 gocc Confcicnce, and whereas, they 
peak Evil cf me, as an Exil-daer, they ſhall 
de aſhamed that talſe.y accuſe on” : 80. Con- 
verfaticn in Coy: f, 

311. So ihen, what hall 1 4 to thoſe 
who have thus velpaureres me ? Shall L threaten, 
them? Stai: I cid: them: Shall I flatter 
them? Sagal I intrea: tbem to bold their 
Tongues No, not I. Weie it rot for chat: 
Dice Things mace them tie tor Dimnatien, 
F that 


|: to the Chief of Sinners. 153 
| that are the Authors and Abettors, I would tay 
te them, Report it, becauſe it will increaſe 
my Glory. 

112. Therefore I bind theſe Lyes and San⸗ 
ders to me as an Ornament, it belongs to my 
Chriftizan Profeſſion to be vilifted, flandercd, | 
reproached and reviied; and fince all this is no- 
thing elſe, 2s my God and my Confcience do 
bei me Witneß; 3 1 rejoice in Reproaches ſor 
| Chriſt's Sake. 

313. I alſo call a} thoſe Feots or Knavcs, 
tbat have thus mage it any thing of their Bu- 
| fine to affirm any of theſe Things afore- nanied 

of me, namely, That 1 have been naugbt 
with other Women, cr the like. When they 
| Have uſes the utmoſt of thei Endeavours, and 
4 made the ſulleſt Enquiry that they Can, to 
prove againft me truly, that there is any Wo- 
man in Heaven or Earth, or Hell, that can 
lay, I have at any Time, in any Pace, by 

Day or Nizht, fo much as attempted to be 

maught with them, and ſpeak I thus, to veg 

mine Enemies into a good Eſteem of me: 

Ne, not I: I will in "this beg Belief of no 

Man: Believe or Cit: believe me i in this, all is 4 

Cate to me. | 
2314. My Poes have miſſed their Murk in 
this taeir ſhouting at me. I am nor the Man. 

I with that they themſc Ives be guiiri:f-; It all 

the Fornicators and Adulterets in England were 

hanged up by te Neck till they be ke: Jobn 

Bumon, the Object of their "Env, would be 
| 5. ae and well I kn not wartier thete 
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be ſuch a Thing as a Woman breathing under 
the Copes of the Heavens, but by their Appa- 
rel, their Children, or by « common Neunes ex- 
cept my Wife. | 

315. And in this I ae the Wisdom of - 
God, that he made me ſhy of Women from 


my firſt Converſion until now, | Theſe know, 
and can alſo bear me Witneſs, with whom 1 


have been moſt intimately concerned, that it js 
a rare Thing to ſee me carry it pleaſantly to- 


wards a Woman ; the common Salutation of 
Women I abhor, * tis odious to me in whomfo- 
ever |] ſee it. Their Company alone, I can- 
not away with, I ſeldom ſo much as touch a 
Woman's Hand, for I think theſe Things are 
not fo becoming me. When I have ſeen 
god Men ſalute thoſe Women that they have 

» viſited; er that have viſited them, I have 


at. Times made my Objection againſt it, and 


when they have anſwered, that it was but a 
Piece of Civility, I have told them, it is not 
a comely Sight: Some indeed have urged the 


Holy Kiis z. but then I have asked why they 


made Baulks,. why they did falute. the moſt 


Handſome, and Jet the I!}-favoured go: Thus 


how laudable ſoever ſuch Thin g³ have been in 


the Eyes of others, they have blen unſeem!y. 
in my Sight. 

316, And now for a wind- up! in this Matter, 
1 calling not only Men, but Angels, to prove 
me guilty of having carnally to do with any 
hy ſave my Wife; nor am 1 afraid to do 
it a ſecond Tune, knowing that J cannot o 

tend 


Am innocent. | 


— — + 


- wee 


td he Chief of Sianers, 1 
fend the Lord in ſuch a Caſe, to call God for a 


R.cord upon my Soul, that in theſe Things 1 


becauſe of any Goodneſs in me, more than any 


other, but God has been merciful- to me, and * 


has. kept me, to whom I pray that he will ktep + 
me ſtill, not only from this, but every evil Way 
and Work, and preicrve me to his heavenly, 
Kingdom. Amen: . 

317, Now as Satan laboured by Re proaches 


and Slan ders, to make me vile among my Coun- 


trymen, that if poſſible, my P. eaching might 
be made of none Effect, fo thereby was added 


hereto, a long and tedious Impriſonment, that 


thereby I might be frigbtned 1 Bat. my Service 
tor Chriſt, and the W. rid terrifi d, and made 
afraid to hear me Preach, of which 1 ſhall, in 
. next Place give you a brief Account, . 


ede dec hebe ted. 
4 e SIE 


A Brief. Account of the Au ruok's 
| Impriſonment. 


218. paving made Profeſſion of the ologi= | 
1 ous Goſpel of Chriſt a-long T ime; 
and Preached the Mi about Five Years. 1. 


Was apprehended at a Mecting of good People 
in the Country, (among whom, nad they let, 
me e I ſhould have Pieached that Day, 


+ 
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Not that [have been thus kept, 5 
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156 GRA CE Man „„ 
i Hut they took me away from AP them) 9 
' and had me before a Juſtice z who after Ihad | 
Li offered Security tor my appearing the next Seſ- 
N ſions, yet committed me, becauſe my Sureties 
would not conſent to be bound that I ſhould ' 
{2 Preach no mare to the People. 
. 319. At the Seſſions after I was indicted for 
an Uptolder and Maintainer of Unlawful Af- | 
ſemblies and Counventic:es, and for not Con- ZE 
forming to the National Worſhip of the Church 
of England; and after ſome Conference there 
with the Juſtices, they taking my Plain Deal- | 
ing with them for a Confeſſi In, as they termed _ 
1 it, of the Indidtment, did Sentence me to a perpe- 
mal Baniſhnent, becauſe J reſuſed to Conform. 
So heing again delivered up to the Goaler's 
Hans, 1 was had Home to Priſon, and there 
i | have lain now complezt Twelve Years, wait- 

ö 

g 
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ing to fee what God would ſuffer theſe Men to 
With me. ) 

1 320. In which Condition I have continued 
| ; with much Content, through Grace, but have | 


met with many Tuinings and Goings upon my 
Arat, both tom the Lord, Satan, and my 
on Corruption; by all which (Glory be to 
| Jcivs Chiift) I have alfo received among many 
PP; Things, much Cunviction, Iaſtructien, and 
Under ttanding, ct which at large I ſhall not 
| Aeredifcourſe, only give you a Hint or two, 
2 WaZrd that may ſtir up the Gedly to bleſs 
Qa, and to pray for me; and aifo to tike En- 
cufegement, ſbauld the Cafe be their own, 
Aer to fear what Mon can de unto then.. 
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80 the Chief of Sinners. 157 
221. I never had in all my Life, fo great nn 
Tniltr into the Word of God as now; them 
Scriptures that I ſaw notking in before, were 
made in this Place and State to ſhine upon me; 
Jeſus Chriſt alſo was never more real and ap- 
parent than now; here I have ſeen and felt him 
indeed: Oh! that Word, e have not Preached 
unto you cunningly deviſed Fables, 2 Pet. i. 1 
and that, God raijed Chriſt from the Dead, 
gave him Glory, that our Faith and Hope might be 
in God, 1 Pet. i. 2. were bleſſed Words unto 
| me in this impriſoned Condition. 
15 322, Theſe three or four Scriptures alfo have 
| been great Refreſhments in this Condition tio 
|| me; John xiv, I, 2, 3, 4 Ffohn xvi. 33. 
A Col. iti. 3, 4. Feb, xii. 22, 23; 24. So that 
ſometimes when I have been in the Savour of 
them, I have been able to laugh at Deſtruc- | J 
01 tion, and 10 fear neither the Horſe nor his Rider. 
I have had ſweet Sights of the Forgivene.s of 
1 my Sins in this Place, and of my being with 
I Jeſus in another World: Ob! the Mount Sion, 
| he heavenly Jeruſalem, the innumerable Company 
of Angels, and God the Fudge of all, and the Spi- 
7 its of Jil Men made Perfect, and. efus, have 
been ſweet unto me in this Place: I have cen” | 
That here, that I am perſuaded I ſhall never, 
while in this World be able to expreſs :. I have 
ſeen a Truth in this Scripture, Whom having 
at ſeen, yet love ; in whom, though now you ſee | 
. ini not, yet believing, ye rejoice with Foy tnſpeak- 1 
x f <%, ard fullof 1 1 Pet. 1 i. 8. 
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3223. I never knew what it was ot: God to» 
tand by me at all Terns, and at every Offer of 
Satan to afflict me, &c, as I have found him 
ſince I came in kither ; for look how Fears 
have preſented themſelves; i have Supports and 
Encouragements; yea, when I. have ſtarted, 
even as it were, at nothing elſe but my Sta- 
dow, yet God, as being Very tender of me, hath - 
not tuffered me to be moleſted, but would 
with one Scripture or another, ſtrengthen me 
againſt all z inſomuch that 1 have often ſaid, 
Mere it 3 I could pray for greater Trouble, 
for the greater Comforts - ſake, Eecleſ. vii. 14. 
2 Cor. i. 5. 

324. B:fore I came to Priſon, T faw-what 
was. coming, and had eſpesially two Conſi- 
derations warm upon iny Reart; the firft was, 
how to be able to encounter Death, ſhould 
that be here my Portion; for the firſt of theſe, . 
that Scripture, . Col. i. 11. was great Infor- 
maticn to me, namely, to pray to God to be. 
ftrengthened. with a, Might, according to his 
glorius Power, unto. 7 Patience and Long- 
ſuffering with Tayfulneſs «/ I could ſeldom go to 
Player before I Was impriſoned, but for not 
1 little as a Vear together, this Sentence or 
ſ. cet Petition, would, as it Werle, thruſt it- 
ſelf into my Mind, and perſuade me, That, 
if ever I would go through Long-ſuffering, 1 
muſt have Patience, elpecually if I would en ; 
| dure it joyſully. 

325. As to the ſecond- Conſideration, that 
Say ing (2 Cor, i, 9. ) was of great Ule to me, 
Bus 


2 8 A 2 q —_ —— — — - - 
r * * 4 — * = — EY _— 3 1 cr WET", 
GO ET” . — —— - 
- — 0 ” — * = a7 mes — 
= . 

Sn 5 "2 oa <A. 5 n * 

. ͤ ee oy ana amiga A IT wy 
1 * is - ——_— — — 2 2. — 
0 f — " - — 5 £ 


k. Ns 
3 
— 


to the Chief of. Sinners. 6159 
But ve had the Sentence of Death in out rſebues,. 


that 10e might not truſt in our ſelves, but in God, 
that raiſed the Dead. By this r- I was- 


made to fee, That if ever I would ſuffer right-- 8 


1y, I muſt firſt pais a Sentence of Death upon 
every Thing that can properly be called a Thing. 
3 Und Life, even to reckon my ſelf, my Wife, 
Childien, my Health, my Eujoyments, 
a all, as dead to me, and myſelf as dead o 
tem 
326. The l was to live upon God at 
is inviſible, as: Paul ſaid in another. Place; the 
Way not to faint, is, ts {ook not on the Things 
that are feen, but at the Things that are not ſeen; 


for the Things that are ſeen are Temporal, tut the 


Things that are nat ſeen are Eternal, And thus: 
Lieaſfoned with mylelf, It I provide only for a 
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Priſon, then the Whip comes at unawares; 


and ſo doth alſo the Pillory. Again, If I only. 
provide for theſe, then Lam not fit for Baniſh- 
ment: Furtkex, If I conclude that Baniſhment 


is the worſt, then if Death comes, I am ſur- 


prized : So that I fee, the belt. Way to go 
through Sufferings, is to truſt in God through 
Chriſt, as touching the World to come; and 
28 touching this World, to count the Graue my 
Hlauſe, io male my Bed in Darknys, to jay to 
Corruption, thou art my ue wy to the Harm, 
thou art my {other and Siſter: That is, to fas 
mifiariza thele Fhings to me. 
327. But notwithſtanding theſe Hlielpe, 1 
found myſelf a Man encompaſſed With? ig 


fixmities z 5 the parting wich my Wiſe and poor 
25 Children, A 
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bi Children, bath often been to me in "this Place, 55 
| 


| as the pulling the Fleſh from the Bones, and. 
that not only becauſe I am ſomewhat too fond: 
of theſe great Mercies, but alſo becauſe I. 
{| fhould have often brought to my Mind the 
many Hardſhips, Miſerics, and Wants that my 
poor Family was like to mcet with, ſhould I be 
taken from them, eſpecially my poor blind 
; Child, who lay nearer my Heart than all T had 
* befide : Oh! the Thoughts of the Hardſhip I 
||| thought my blind One might go under, would 
break my Heart to Pieces. | 
328, Poor Child ! thought I. what Sorrow 
art thou like to have for thy Portion in this 
World! Thou muſt be Beaten, muſt Beg, fuf- 
fer Hunger, Cold, Nakedneſs, and a Thouſand 
Calamities, though I cannot now endure the 
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I muſt do it, I muſt do it: And now I thought 
on thoſe two Milch Kine that were to carry the. 
Ark of God into another Country, and to leave their IL 
Calves bebind them, 1 Sam. vi. 10. 5 

329. But that which helped me in this 4 
Temptation, was divers Conſiderations, 'of 
which, three in ſpecial here I will name; the 
firſt was the Conſideration of thoſe two Scrip- 
tiures, Leave thy Fitherleſs Children, I will pre- 
WAL them alive, end let thy Widows tre in me 
. | And 


Wind ſhould blow upon thee. But yet recal- 
lung myſelf, thought I, I muſt venture you all 
| with Gad, though it goeth to the Quick to leave 
bi you: Oh! I faw in this Condition I was as a 
Man who wzs pulling down his Houſe upon the 
| | Head of his Wite and Children; yet thought I, 
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And again, The Lord ſaid, Verily it ſhall go well 

with thy Remnant, verily, Twill cauſe the Enemy 

to extreat them well in the Time of Evil, &c. 

Jer. xlix. 11. Chap. xv. I, 

330. 1 had alſo this Conſideration, That 
if 1 ſhould venture all for God, 1 engaged 


God to take Care of my Concernments; a büuůt 


if I forſook him in his Ways, for fear of any 
Trouble that ſhould come to me or mine, then 


I ſhould not only falſify my Profeſſion, but 


fhould count alſo that my Concernments were 
not fo ſure, if left at God's Feet, whilſt I ſtood 
to and for his Name, as they would be it they 
were under my own Care, though with the 
Denial of the Way of God, This was a 
ſmarting Conſideration, and as Spurs unto my 
Flaw, That Scripture allo ereatly helped it to 
faſten the more on me, where Chriſt prays 
againſt Judas, that God would diſappoint him 
in his ſelfiſh Thoughts, which moved him to 
oy his Maſter, Pray read it ſuberly, Pat. cix. 
6, % 8 Os 

131. I had alſo another Conſideration, 105 
that was, The Dread of the Torments of 
Hell, which I was ſure they muſt partake of, 
that for Fear of the Croſs, do ſhrink from 
their Profeffron of Chriſt, his Words and 
Laws before the Sons of Men: I thought alſy 
of the Glory that he had prepared for thoſe | 
that in Faith, and Love, and Patience, ſtood 
to his Ways tefore them. Theſe Things, I 
ſay, have helped me, when the Thoughts of 


the Miſery that both myſelf and mine, might 
8 7 


162 GRACE Abounding 
for the Sake of my Profeſſion, be expoſed toy 


hath lain pinching on my Mind. 
332. When I have indeed conceited that 1 
might be baniſhed for my Proſeſſion, then I 
have thought of that Scripture, They were foned, 
they were ſawn afunder, were tempted, were ſlam 


_ with the Sword ; they wandred about in Sheep= 

| Skins, and S being duſtitute, afflicted, 
tormented; of whom the World was not worthy, 
for all they thought they were too bad to dwell 


and. abide amongſt them. I have alfo thought 


of that Saying, "The Floh Ghoſt witneſſeth in 
every City, that Bonds: and Afflictions abide on 


me, I have verily thought that my Saul and it, 
have ſomerimes reaſoned about he fore and fad 
Eftate of a baniſhed and exiled Cor dition, how 
they were expoſed to Hunger, to Cold, to Pe- 
rils, to Nakedneſs, to Enemies, and a Thou- 
ſand Calamities; and at laft, it may be, to 
die in 2 Ditch, like a poor and deſolate Sheep. 
But I thank God, | hitherto I have not been 
moved by thefe moſt delicate Reaſonings, but 


have . by them, more approved my Heart 


to God 
54212. I will tell you a pretty Bufineſs; I was 
once above all the reſt, in a very fad and low 
Condition for many Weeks ; at which Time 
alſo, I being but a young Priſoner, and not ac- 
quainted with the Laws, had this laid much up- 
on my Spirit, That my Impriſonment might end at 
the Gallows for ought that I could tell, Now 
thereforg Satan laid hard at me, to beat me cut 
of Heart, by ſuggeſting thus unto me, FN 
| 0W- 
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how if, wohen. you \come indeed to die, vou ſhould 
be in this Condition; that it, as not to ſavour the 
Things of God, nor to have any Evidence upon 
your "Soul: or à better State bereafter © (For in- 


indeed at this Time all the Things of God were | 


hid from. my Soul.) 

234." "Wherofore when 1 at firſt began to 
think of this, it was a great Trouble to me; 
for T thought with myſelf, That in the Con- 


dition I now was in, 1 was not fit to die, nei- 
ther indeed did I think I could, if I ſhould be 


called to it: Beſides, I thought with mytelf, 


if 1 ſhould make a ſctambling Shift to clamber |} 
up the Ladder, yet I ſhould either with quax- 1 
ing, or other Symptoms of Fainting, give Oc- 
caſion to the Enemy to reproach the Way of 


God and his People, for their Timoroulnefs, 


This therefore lay with great Trouble upon 
me, for methought I was aſhamed to die with 
a pale Face, and tottering Ee, in ſuch a Caſe 


as this. 
335. Whereſore I prayed. to God that. he 
would comfort me, and give me Strength to 


do and ſuffer what he ſhould call me to; yet 


no Comfort appeared, but all continued hid: 


IJ was alſo at this Time, ſo really poſſeſſe l | | 


with the Thought of Death, that oft IL was as 
if I was on the Ladder with a Rope about my 
Neck; only this was ſome Encouragement to 
me, I thought I might now have an Oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak my ſaſt Words unto a Multi- 
tude, which I thougnt would come to ſee me 
die 3 and thought I, if it muſt be ſo, if oY 
will } 
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will but convert one Soul by my laſt Words, 
I ſhall not count 0 Life thrown away, nor 
loſt. 
336. But yet alt the Things of God wes 
kept out of my Sight, and fill the Tempter 
followed me with, Put whither muſt you 
_ even you die © IV Bat will become of you © Wherg 
will you be found in another World ? What Evi- 
dence howe you for Heaven and Glory, and an In- 
keritance among them that are {anttifed : Thus 
was 1 toſled for many Weeks, and knew nat 
what to do ; at laſt this Conſideration fel} with 
Weight upon me, That it was for the Mrd 
and May of God that 1 was in this Condition, 
wherefore I u, exgaged not 10 flinch: an Hair's 
Breadth frem it, 

337. 1 thought alfo, That God might chuſe 
whether he would give me Comfort r now, or 
at the Hour of Death, but I might not there- 
fore chuſe whether I would hold my Pro- 
ſeſſion or no: I was bound, but he was free, 
yea, 'twas my Duty to Rand to his Word, 
whether he would ever look upon me, or 
fave me at the laſt ; Whereſore thought I, 
_ fave the Point being thus, I am for going on, 
and venturing my Eternal State with Chriſt, 
whether I have Comfort here or v0. ik God . 
doth not come in, thought I, I will leap g 
the Ladder even blind. fold into Eternity, ſink or 
ſwim, come Heaven, come Hell, Lord Fejus, if 
theu wilt catch me, do; oF not, 1 will venture for 
thy Name. 
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338. I was no ſooner fixed with this Re- 
folution, but this Word dropped upon me, 
Doth job ferve God jor nought ? As if the 
Accuſer had ſaid, Lord, Job 3; no upright 
Man, he ſerves thee for bye Reſpetts : Hof 
1h not made an Hedre about him, & . But 
put forth now: thine Hand, and touch ull that he 
hath, and he will car ſe thes to thy Face How 
now, thought 1, Is this the Sign of an upright 
Soul, to deſire to ſerve God, when ali is taken 
from him ? Is he's godly Man that will ferve 
God for nothing, rather than give out? Blei- 
fed be God; then I hope I have an upright 
Heart, for I am reſo ved (God giving me 
Strength) never to deny my Profeſſion, thoug'\ 
J had nothing at all for my Pains; and as iT 
was thus conſidering, that Scripture was ſet be- 
fore me, Pjaln xiiv. 12, Se. 

339. Now was my Heart full of Comſort, 
jor I hoped it was fincere : I would not have 
been without this Tryal for much; I am 
comforted every Time I think of ic, and 1 
hope I ſhall bleſs God for ever for the Teach- 
ing 1 have had by it. Many more of the 
Dealings of God towards me TI might relate, 
But theſe out of the Spails, Men in Batile have 1 


 &edicated fo maintain the Hlouſe of Cu, 1 Canton. 
*I 27. 


166 GRACE Abounding 


The CONCLUSION. 


I, O F all the Temptations that ever I met 
with in my Life, to queſtion the Being 
of God, and Truth of his Goſpel, is the worſt, 
and the worſt to be borne 3 when this Pemp- 
tation comes, it takes away my Girdle from 
me; and removeth the Foundation from under 
me: Oh! I have often thought of that Word, 
ti Have your Loins girt abaut you with Truth; and 
| of that, When the br uncut are deſtroyed, what 
cum the Righteors do? 
"| 2. Sometimes when after Sin committed, I 
have looked for ſore Chaſtiſement from the 
Hand of God, the very next that I have had 
from him, hath been the Diſcovery of his Grace. 
Sometimes, when I have been comforted, L have 
called myſelf a Fool for my ſo linking under 
Trouble. And then again, when I have been 
cCaſt down, I thought I was not Wiſe, to give 
bu ſuch Way to Comfort. With ſuch Strength, 
an! Weight hath both theſe been upon me. 
1 3. 1 have wonder'd much at this one Thing, 
} That tho* God doth viſit my Soul with never 
F ſo bleſſed a Diſcovery of himſelf, yet I have 
found again, that ſuch Hours have attended me 
afterwards, that I have been in my Spirit ſo fii- 
led with Darkneſs, that I-could not fo much as 
once conceive, what that God and that Com- 
fort Was, with which [ þave been refreſhed. 
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4. I have ſometimes ſeen more in a Line of 
the Bible, than I could well tell how to ſtand 
under; and yet at another Time, the whole 
Bible hath been to me as dry as a Stick; or ra- 
ther, iny Heart hath been ſo dead and dry untoy 
it, that I could not conceive the leaſt Dram of 
_ Refreſhment, tho' L have looked it all over. 

5, Of all Fears, they are beſt that are made 
by tne Blood of Chrift ; and of all Joy, that 1s 
the ſweeteſt that is mixed with Mourning over 

Chriſt: Oh ! *as a goodly Thing to be on our 
_ Enees, with Chriſt in our Arms, before God. 
I hope I know ſomething of theſe Things. 

6. I find to this Day even Abominations in 
my Heart, 1. Inclining to Unbelief. 2, Sud- 
denly to forget the Love and Mercy that Chriſt 
manifeſteth, 3. A leaning to the Works of 
the Law. 4. Wanderings and Coldneſs in 
Prayer. 5. To forget to watch for that I pray 
for. 6. Apt to murmur becauſe I have no 
more, and yet ready to abuſe what I have. 7. 
can do none of thoſe Things which God com- 
mands me, but my Corruptions will thruſt in 
themfelves, When I would ds Good, Evu is pre- 
u o i gs 
7. Theſe Things I confinually fee and feel, 
and am afllit:d and oppreſſed with, yet the 
Wiſdom of God doth. order them for my good. 
1. They make me abhor myſelf, 2. They 
keep me from truſting my Heart. 3. They 
convince me of the Inſufficiency of all inherent 
Righteouſneſs. 4. They ſhew me the Neceſ- 
lity of flying to Jeſus. 5. They preſs me to 
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pray unto God. 6. They ſhew me the Need 

I have to watch and he ſober. 7, And provoke 

me to pray unto God, thro? Chriſt, to help me, 
and CRT: me : through this World, 


oo e 2 Mr. Bux TAN“ 
Life; beginning where he left off, aud 
concluding with the Time aud Manus 
of his Neath and Burial; together with 

is true Character, ee. | : 


READER, 


H E Painful and Induſtrious 1 of this 
Book, has already given you a faithful and 
very moving Relation of the Beginning and 
Micd!e or the Days of his Pilgrimage on Farth, 
and ſince there yet remains ſomewhat worthy 
of Notice and Regard, which occurr'd in the 
laſt Scene of his Life; the which, for want of 
Time, or Fear, ſome over cenſorious People 
ſhould impute it to him as an earneſt coveting 
of Praiſe from Men, he has not left behind him 
in Writing. Wherefore, as a true Friend, and 
long Acquaintance of Mr. Bunyan's, that his 
good. End may be known, as well as his evi! 
| Begining, I have taken upon me, from my 
Knowidepe, and the beſt Account given by 
other of his Friends, to piece this to the Thread, 
too ſoon broke off, and fo lengthen i it out to his 
entring upon Eternity. Oh 
He 
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He has told you at large, of his Birth and 
Education; the evil Habits and Corruptions of 
his Fouth; the Temptations he ſtruggled and 
conflifted ſo frequently with, the Mercies, Com- 
fopts, and Deliverances he found, how he came 
to kake upon him the Preaching of the Goſpel ; 
the, Slanders, Reproaches and Impriſonments 
that attended him, and the Progreſs he notwith- 
ſtanding made (by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace) 
no doubt to the faving of many Souls : There- 
fore take theſe Things, as he himſelf has me- 
thodically laid them down in the Words of Ve- 
rity; and fo J paſs on as to what remains, 
Alfter his being freed from his Twelve Years 
Impriſonment and upwards, for Nonconformity, 
wherein he had Time to furniſh the World with 
ſundry good Books, &c. and by his Patience, to 
move Dr. Barlow, the then B.ſhop of Lincoln, 
and other Church-men, to pity his hard and un- 
reaſcnable Sufferings, ſo far as to ſtand very 
much his Friends, in procuring his Enlarge- 
ment, or there perhaps he had died, by the 
Noyſomneſs and Ill Uſage of the Place. Being 
now, I fay, again at Liberty, and having thro? 
Mercy ſhaken off his Bodily Fetters, for thoſe 
upon his Soul were broken before, by the abound- 
ing Grace that filled his Heart, he went to viſit 
. thoſe that had błen a Comfort to him in his Tri- 
bulation, with a Chriſtian- like Acknowledgment 
of their Kindneſs and Enlargement of Charity 3 
iving Encourazement by his Example, if it 
happen'd to be their hard Haps to fall into Af- 
fiction or Rank mor to lufter paticatly = 
| | 6e 
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pray unto God. 6. They ſhew me the Need 
I have to watch and he ſober, 7, And provoke 
me to pray unto God, thro* Chriſt, to help me, 
and carry me through this World, 
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A Continuation of Mr. Bunyan's 
Life; beginning where he left of, aud 
concluding with the Time aud Mannugy 
of bis Neath and Burial z together with 
is true Character, 8. 955 


READER, 


EE Painful and Induſtrious Author of this 
Book, has already given you a faithful and 
very moving Relation of the Beginning and 

Misdie of the Days of his Pilgrimage on Farth, 
and ſince there yet remains ſomewhat worthy 


of Notice and Regard, which occurr'd in the 
laſt Scene of his Life; the which, for want of 
Time, or Fear, ſome over cenſorious People 


ſhould impute it to him as an earneſt coveting 


of Praiſe from Men, he has not left behind him 
in Writing: Wherefore, as a true Friend, and 
long Acquaintance of Mr. Bunyan's, that his 


200d. End may be known, as well as his evil 


Beginning, I have taken upon me, from my 


Know!depe, and the beſt Account given by 
Other of his Friends, to piecc this to the Thread, 
too ſoon broke off, and ſo lengthen 1 it out to his 
entring upon Eternity. 11 

He | 
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He has told you at large, of his Birth and 
Education; the evil Habits and Corruptions of 
his Youth 3 the Temptations he ſtruggled and 
conſlicted fo frequently with, the Mercies, Com- 
forts, and Deliverances he found, how he came 
to fake upon him the Preaching of the Goſpel ; 
the, Slanders, Reproaches and Impriſonments 
that attended him, and the Progreſs he notwith- 
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| ſtanding made (by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace) 


no doubt to the faving of many Souls: There- 
fore take theſe Things, as he himſelf has me- 
thodically laid them down in the Words of Ve- 
rity; and fo I paſs on as to what remains. 
After his being freed from his Twelve Years 
Impriſonment and upwards, for Nenconformity, 
wherein he had Time to furniſh the World with 
Jundry good Books, &c, and by his Patience, to 
move Dr. Barlow, the then B.ſhop of Lincoln, 
and other Church-men, to pity his hard and un- 
. reaſonable Sufferings, ſo far as to ſtand ve 
much his Friends, in procuring his Enlarge- 
ment, or there perhaps he had died, by the 
Nouyſomneſs and Ill Uſage of the Place. Being 
now, I fay, again at Liberty, and having thro? 
Mercy ſhaken off his Bodily Fetters, for thoſe 
upon his Soul were broken before, by the abound- 
ing Grace that filled his Heart, he went to viſit 
thoſe that had been a Comfort to him in his Tri- 
bulation, with a Chriftian- like Acknowledgment 
of their Kindneſs and Enlargement of Charity; 
giving. Encourazement by his Example, if it 


Alappen'd to be their hard Haps to fall into Af- 


fliction or Trouble, then to ſuffer patiently for 
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the Sake of a good Conſcience, and for the Love 


of God in Jeſus Chriſt towards their Souls, and 


by many Cordial Perſuaſions, ſupported 'ome 


whoſe Spirits began to fink low, thro! the Fear 


of Danger that threatned their Worldly Con- 
cernment, fo that the People found a wonderful 


Conſolation in his Diſcourſe and Admorutions. 


As often as Opportunity would admit, he ga- 
ther'd them togetner (tho*. the Law was then in 
Force againſt Meetings) in convenient Places, 
and fed them with the fincere Milk of the 
Word, that they might grow up in Grace there- 


by. To ſuch as were any where taken and im- 


priſoned upon theſe, Accounts, he made it ano- 
ther Part of his Buſineſs to extend his Charity, 


and gather Relief for ſuch of them as wanted. 


He took great Care to viſit the Sick, and 
ſtrengthen them againſt the Suggeſtions of the 
Tempter, which at ſome Times are very pre- 
valent; ſo that they had Cauſe for ever to bleſs 
God, who had put it into his Heart, at ſuch a 
Time, to reſcue them from the Power of the 


roaring Bion, who ſought to devour them; nor 


did he ſpare any Pains or Labour in Travel, tho“ 
to the remoteſt Countries, where he knew or 
imagined any People might ftand in need of his 


Aſſiſtance; inſomuch that ſome, by theſe Viſi- 
rations that he had made, which were two or 


three every Year (ſome, tho' in jeering Manner 


no doubt, gave him the Epithet ot Biſhop Bunyan) 


whilſt others envied him for his ſo earneſtly la- 
bouring in Chriſt's Vineyard; yet the Seed of 
the Word he all this while ſowed in the Hears 
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of his Congregation, water'd with the Grace 


of God, brought forth in Abundance, in bring- 
ing in Diſciples to the Church of Chriſt. 
Another Part of his Time he ſpent in recon- 


_ ciling Differences, by which he hindred many 
Miſchiefs, and ſaved ſome Families from Ruin, 
and in ſuch Fallings-out he was uneaſy, till he 


found a Means to labour a Reconciliation, and 


become a Peace-maker, on whom a Blefling is 
promis'd in Holy Writ ; and indeed in doing 
this good Office, he may be ſaid to ſum up his 


Days, it being the laſt Undertaking of his Life, 
as will appear in the Cloſe of this Paper. 

When in the late Reign, Liberty of Conſcience 

to Diſſent- 

ers of all Perſuaſions, his piercing Wit pene- 


trated the Veil, and found that it was not for the 
Diiſſenters Sakes they were ſo ſuddenly freed from 


the Proſecutions that had long lain heavy upon 
them, and ſet in a Manner, on an equal Foot 
with the Church of England, which the Papiſts 
were undermining, and about to ſubvert : He 
foreſaw all the Advantages that could redound 
to the Diſſenters, would have been no more than 


what Polyphemus, the monſtrous Giant of Siciy 


Would have allow'd Uly/es, viz, That he would 
cat his Men firſt, and do him the Favour of be-. 


ing eaten left ; For altho Mr. Bunyan, follow- 


| ing the Examples of others, did lay hold of this. 


Liberty, as an acceptable Thing in itſelf, know- 
ing God is the only Lord of Conſcience, and 
that it is good at all Times to do according to 


the Dietates of a good Conſcience, and that the 
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Preaching'the glad Tidings of the Goſpel is beau- | 
tiful in the Preacher; yet in all this he moved 


K es . 2 
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Peace and 


with Caution and a holy Fear, carneftly pray- 
ing for the averting the impending Judgments, 
which he ſaw, like a black Tempeſt, hanging 
over our Heads for our Sins, and ready to break 
in upon us, and that the Ninevies Remedy was 
now highly neceſſary: Hereupon he gather'd his 


Congregation at Bedford, where he moſtly lived, 


and had lived and ſpent the greateft Part of his 
Life; and there being no convenient Place to be 
had for the Entertainment of ſo great a Conflu- 


ence of People as followed him, upon the Ac- 
count of his Teaching, he conſulted with them 


for the building of a Meeting-houſe, to which 


they mace their voluntary Contributions with | 
all Chearfulneſs and Alacrity ; and the firſt Time 


he appezr'd there to Edify, the Place was fo 
thronged, that many were conſtrained to ſtay 
without, though the Houſe was very ſpacious, 


every one ſtriving to partake of his Inſtructions, 


that were of his Perſuaſion, and ſhew their good 
Will towards him, by being preſent at the open- 
ing of the Place; and here he lived in much 
Quiet of Mind, contenting himſelf 
with that little God had beſtowed upon him, 
and ſequeſtring himſelf from all ſecular Employ- 
ments, to follow that of his Call to the Mim- 


ſtry; for as God ſaid to Moſes, He that made 


the Lips and Fleart, can give Eloquence aud 105 
dom, without extraordinary Acquirements in 
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ſent into all Cities and Towns Corporate, to 
new model the Government in the Magiſtracy, 
Sc. by turning out ſome, and putting in others; 
againſt this Mr, Bunyan expreſſed his Zeal with 
ſome Wearineſs, as foreſceing the bad Conſe- 
quence that would atten it, and laboured with. 
his Congregation, to prevent their being impos'd 


on in this Kind; 3 and When a Great Man in 


thoſe Days, coming to Bedford upon ſome. ſuch 
| Errand, ſent for him, as tis ſuppos' d, to give 
him a Place of Publick Truſt; he would by no 
Means come at him, but fant his Excuſe, 
W hen he was at Leiſure from Writing and 
Bs eaching, he often came up to London, and there. 
went among the Congregations of the Non-Con- 


ae miſis, and uſed his Talent to the great good- 


| liking of the Hearers, and even ſome to whom 
he had been miſ-repreſented, upon the Account 
of his Education, were convinced of his Worth 
and Knowledge in ſacred Things, as perceiving 
him to be a Man. of. found Judgment, deliver- 
ing himſelf plainly. and powerfully ; inſomuch 
. that many who came Spe ctators for Novelty, 
rather than to be Edified and Improved, went 
away well ſatisfy'd with what they heard, and 
wondred, as the Jets did at the Apoſtles, wiz, 
Mhence this Man ſhould have theſe Things; per- 
. haps not conſidering that. God more immedi- 
ately aſſiſts thoſe. that make it their Buſineſs in- 
duſtriouſly and chearfully to labour in his Vine- 
yard, 

Thus he ſpent his latter Years in Imitation of 
his great Lord and Maſter, the ever - bleſſed Jefus; 
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he went about doing Good, fo that the moft 
_ prying Critick, or even Malice herſelf, is defied 

to find, even upon the narroweſt Search or Ob- 


ſervation, any Sully or Stain upon his Reputati- 
on, with which he may be juſtly charged; and 


this we note, as a Challenge to thoſe that have 


the leaſt Regard for him, or them of his Per- 


ſuaſion, and have one Way or other appeared 
in the Front of thoſe that oppreſſed him; and | 


for the turning whoſe Hearts, in Obedience to 


the Commiſſion and Commandment given him 


of God; be frequently prayed,. and ſometimes 


ſought a Bleſſing for them, even with Tears, 


the Effects of which, they may, peradventure, 


tho' undeſervedly, have found in their Perſons, 


Friends, Relations, or Eſtates; for God will 


hear the Prayer of the Faithful, and anſwer them, 


even for them that vex them, as it happen'd in 
the Cale of Jacob's praying for the three Perſons 
that had been grievous in their Reproaches as 
gainſt him, even in the Day of his Sorrow. 
But yet let me come a little nearer to Parti- 


culars and Periods of Time, for the better re- 
freſhing the Memories of thoſe that knew his 


Labour and Sufferings, and for the Satisfaction 
Of all that ſhall read this Book. 93 
After he was ſenſibly convicted of the wicked 


State of his Life, and converted, he was Bap- 


tized into the Congregration, and admitted a 


Member thereof, viz, in the Year 1655, and 


became ſpeedily a very zealous Profeſſor ; but 


upon the Return of King Cherles to the Crown 


he 
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he was Edifying ſome good People that were 


got together ro-hear the Word, and confined in 
Bedford Goal for che. Space of Six Years, till 
the Act of Indulgence to Diſenters being al- 
lowed, he obtained bis Freedom, by the Inter- 
ceſſion of ſome in Truſt and Power, that took 
Pity on his Sufferings; but within Six Years al- 
terwards he was again taken up, diz. in the 
Year 1666, and was then confined for Six Years © ! 
more, when the Goaler took ſuch Pity of bis 
rigorous Sufferings, that he did as the Egyptian © | 
Goaler did to Joſeph, put all the Care and Truſt + ! 
in his Hand: When he was taken this laſt: : 
Time, he was Preaching on theſe Words, viz. } 


Da thou believe the Son of Gd? And this Im- 


priſonment continued Six ears, and when this 
was over, another ſhort AM'Q.on, which was 
an Impriſonment of half a Year, fell to his 


Share. During theſe Confinements, he wrote 
theſe following Books, via. Of Prayer by the 
Spirit: The Hoh City's Reſurrection: Grace - 


Abeundmg : Pilgren's Progreſs, the Firſt Part. 
In the laſt Year of his Twelve Years Impri- 


| ſonment, the Paſtor of the Congregation at Bedl-- 
ford died, and he was choſen to that Care of 


Souls, on the 12th of December 1671. And in 
this his Charge, he often had D.ſputes with Scho- 
lars that came to oppoſe him, as ſuppoſing him 


an ignorant Perſon, and tho” he argued plainly, 


and by Scripture, without Phraſes and Logical 
Expreſſions; yet he nonplus'd one who came to 
oppoſe him in his Congregation, by demanding, 
Whether or no we had thę true Copies of the 
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Original Scriptures 3 and another, when he was 


Preaching, accuſed him of Uncharitableneſs, 
for ſaying, It was very hard for maſt to be ſaved; 

ſaying, By that he went about to exclude moſt 
of his Congregation ; but he confuted him, and 


put him to Silence with the Parable of the Stony 


Ground, and other Texts out of the 13th Chap- 


ter of St. Mattheu, in our Saviour's Sermon out 
of a Ship; all his Methods being to keep cloſe 
to the Scriptures, and what he found not war- 


ranted there, himſelf would not warrant nor de- 


termine, unleſs in ſuch Caſes as were plain, 


wherein no Doubts or Scruples did ariſe. 
But not to make any further Mention of this 


Kind, it is well known that this Perſon managed 
1 bi Affairs with ſuch Exactneſs as if he had 
made it his Study, above all other Things, not 


to give Occaſion of Offence, but rather ſuffer 
many Inconveniencies, to avoid being never 
heard to reproach or revile any, what irqury ſo- 


- ever he received, but rather to rebuke thoſe that 


did; and as it was in his Converſation, fo it is 


manifeſted in thoſe Boaks he has caus'd to be 


publiſh'd to the World; where like the Arch- 


Angel diſputing with Satan about the. Body of 
Moſes, as we find it in the Epiſtle of St. Jude, 


brings no railing Accuſation (but leaves the Re- 
bukers, thoſe that perſecuted him) to the Lord. 

In his Family he kept up a very ſtrict Diſci- 

pline in Prayer and Exhortations ; being in this 


| like Joſbua, as that good Man expreſles i it, vix. 


Il hal ſocuer others did, as for me and my Houſe, we 
will ſerve the Lord: And indeed a Bleſſing waited 
on 
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IRS, on his Labours and Endeavours, fo that his 
ö ö Wife, as the Plalmiſt ſays, was like a pleaſant 
5 Vine upon the Walls of bis Houſe, and his Children 
1 te Olive-Brenches round his Table, for fo ſhall it 
3 be with the Man that fears the Lord: And tho? 
y by reaſon of the many Loſſes he ſuſtained by 


Impriſonment and Spoil, of his chargeable Sick- 
"Y nels, Sc. his Earthly Treaſure ſwelled not to 
= Exceſs ; he always had ſufficient to live decent} 

| and credibly, and with that he had the 8 
* _ of all Treaſures, which is Content; for as the 
| _ Wiſe Man fays, That is à continual Feaſt, 
But where Content dwells, even a poor Cot- 
tage is a Kingly Palace; and this Happineſs he 


p 1 had all his Life long ; not ſo much minding this 
d World, as knowing he was here as a Pilgrim and 
1 Stranger, and had no tarrying City, but looked 
* for one made with Hands Eternal in the higheſt 
A Heavens: But at length worn out with Suffer- 
. ings, Age, and often Teaching, the Day of his 
1 Diſſolution drew near, and Death, that unlocks 
18 the Priſon of the Soul, to enlarge it for a more 
3 glorious Manſion, put a Stop to his acting his 
0 Part on the Stage of Mortality; Heaven, like 
f Earthly Princes, when it threatens War, being 
, always ſo kind as to call Home its its Ambaſſa- 
bo dors before it be denounced, and even the laſt 
f Act or Undertaking of his, was a Labour of 
5 Love and Charity; for it ſo falling out that a 
3 Tae Gentleman, a Neighbour of Mr. Buman s, 
K. happening into the Diſpleaſure of his Father, 
* and being much troubled in Mind upon that Ac- 
id. count, and alſo ſor that he heard his Father pur- 
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poſed to diſ-inherit him, or otherwiſe deprive 


Him of what he had to leave; he pitched upon 


Mr. Bunyan as a fit Man to make Way for his 
Submiſſion, and prepare his Father's Mind to re- 
ceive him; and he, as willing to do any good 
Office, as it could be requeſted, as readily un- 


dertook it; and ſo Riding to Reading in Berk- 
lire, he there us'd ſuch preſſing Arguments and 
| Reaſons againſt Anger and Paſſion, as alſo for 

Love and Reconciliation, that the Father was 


mollified, and his Bowels yearned to his Sen, 


But Mr. Bunyan, after he had diſpoſed all 
Things to the beſt for Accommodation, returning 
to London, and being overtaken with exceſſive 
Rains, coming to his Lodging extreme wet, fell 
fick of a violent Fever, which he bore with much 

OConſtancy and Patience, and expreſſed himfelf 


as if he dcfir?d nothing more than to be diſſolved, 


ad be with Chriſt, in that Caſe eſteeming Death 
as Gain, and Life only a tedious delaying Feli- 


city expected; and finding his Vital Strength 
decay, having ſettled his Mind and Affairs, as 
well as the Shortneſs of Time, and the Violence 


of his Diſeaſe would permit, with a conſtant 


and Chriſtian Patience, he reſigned his Soul into 


the Hands of his moſt merciful Redeemer, fol- 
lowing his Pilgrim from the City of Deftrudtion, 


to the New Feruſalem ; his better Part having 
been all along there, in holy Contemplation, 


Fantinęs and Breathings after the hidden Manna 


and Water of Life, as by many holy and hum- 
ble Conſolations expreſſed in his Letters to ſeve- 
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at preſent, He died at the Houſe of one Mr. 


Straddock, a Grocer, at the Star on Snow- Hill, ww 
in the Pariſh of St. Sepulcbres, London, on the” 
12th of Augu/? 1668, and in the Sixtieth Lear 
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of his Age, after Ten Days Sickneſs, and was. 
Buried in the New Burying- Place, near the 4 1 


tillery-Ground ; where he fleeps till the Morning 
of the Reſurrection, in Hopes of a glorious Ri- 
ſing to an incorruptible Immortality of Joy and 
Happineſs, where no more Trouble and Sorrow 3 
ſhall afflict him, but all Tears be wiped away, 
when the Juſt ſhall be incorporated as Members 

of Chriſt their Head, and reign with Him as 


Kings and Prieſts for ever. 


amn es 
A Brief Character of Mr. John Bunyan. 


HE appear'd in Countenance to be of a ftern 
and rough Temper, but in his Converſa- 


tion mild and affable ; not given to Loquacity 
or much Diſcourſe in Company, unleſs ſome 


urgent Occaſion required it; obſerving never to 
boaſt of himſelf or his Parts, but rather ſeem 
low in his own Eyes, and ſubmit himſelf to be ñ.⁶ 
Judgment of others,abhorring Lying and Swear» 3 


ing, being juſt in all that lay in his Power to his 
Word, not ſeeming to revenge Injuries, loving 


to reconcile Differences, and make Friendſhip 
with all; he had a ſharp quick Eye, accompa- 


nied with an exgellent diſcerning of Perſons, _ 
being of good Judgment and quick Wit. As 4 
for his Perſon, he was tall of Stature, ftrong- i 


boned, though not corpulent, ſomewhat of à 
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ruddy Face, with ſparkling Eyes, wearing his 


Hair on his Upper-Lip, after the old Britt 
F aſhion; his Hair Reddiſh, but in his latter 
Days, Time had ſprinkled it with Grey; his 
Noſe well ſet, but not decliningor bending, and 
nis Mouth moderate large; his Forehead, tome- 
bat high, and his Habit always plain and mo- 
deſt. And thus we have impartially deſcribed 


1 
1 


wie internal and external Parts of a. Perſon, 


B4 
20 
KY 

* 


vqhoſe Death hath been much regretted ; a Per- 
ſon who had tiy'd the Smiles and Frowns of 
E Time, not puffed up in Proſperity, nor ſhaken 
in Adverſity; always holding the Golden Mean. 


| 3 5 ' 8 | 1 
N Him at once did Three great Morthies ſbine, 
Hiſtorian;, Poet, and @ choice Divine: 


I Then bt Ein rel in undiſturbed Du, 
Tutil the Reſurrection of the Juſt, 

| POSTSCERIE 2.4. 
1* this his Pilgrimage, God % d him with Four 
#. Children, one of which named Mary, was Blind, 
and died ſome Years before; his other Children were 
"$448 Thomas, Joſeph, and Sarah 3 his Miß Eliz ibeth 
baving lived to ſee him overcome his Labour and Sor 
F voro, and paſs from this Life to recere the Reward 
e his Works, long ſurvived him not, but in 169 
be died, to follow ber faithful Pilgrim from: this 
World 10 the other, whither he was gone before 
ber, whilt his Works, which conſiſt of $1xty Books, 
remain for the Ediſying of the Reader, and Praiſe 
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rudy Face, with ſparkling Eyes, wearing his 
Hair on his Upper-Lip, after the old Brits 
1 Faſhion ; his Hair Reddiſh, but in his latter 
Days, Time had ſprinkied it with Grey; his 
Noe well ſet, but not declining or bending, and 

his Mouth moderate large; his Forehead tome- 
what high, and bis Habit always plain and mo- 
deſt. And thus we have impartially deſcribed 
the internal and external Parts of a Perſon, 
WY whoſe Death hith been much regretted ; a Per- 

# fon who had tiy'd the Smiles and Frow:s of 
Time; not puffed up in Proſperity, nor ſhaken 
in Adverſity ; always holding the Golden Mean, 
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In Him at cue did Three great [Forthie: ſhine, 
Hiſtorian; Poet, and a choice Divine: 
Then let Him reſt in undiſturbed Du/?, 


Until the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
; POSTSCRIPT: 
g | N this bis Pilgrimage, God Bleſſ-d him ith Fu- 


Children, one of which named Ma V., Was Blind, 
and died ſome Years before ; bis other 2 pudron bee 
Thomas, Joſeph, and Sarah; his Wife Elizabeth 
having lived to fee him overcome hi Labour and Sov 

; , 3 is Lite cee th R 2765 
row, ana paſs from this Life to recerme the Reward 
of his Works, long fur uived him not, but in 169 
he died, ts follow her faithful Pilgrim from this 
World t» the other, whither he was gone before 
Der, whilt his Works, which conſiſt of Sixty Books, 
remain for the Ediying of the Reader, and Praiſe 
&f the Author. © IGM PFarewel. 
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